
 According to the article 
“Keeping Students Accountable,” posted 
by the NEA, "Students seem to respond 
productively when teachers give them 
the opportunity to take charge of their 
academic success. By holding students 
accountable for their work and respon-
sible for maintaining a personal level of 
excellence, teachers can provide their 
classes with the necessary tools they 
need to better themselves. Accountabil-
ity breeds responsibility, and students 
who develop the tools to target and 
improve their academic shortcomings 
will, in turn, develop the skills they need 
to go far in life."  

      Is there a secret to lighting the 
fire that will get students to accept 
responsibility for their own learn-
ing? Probably not. But there are 
many strategies that teachers can 
use to increase the chances that 
students will have no choice but to 
play a prominent role in whether 
or not they acquire new 
knowledge. 

 Regardless of the task 
given to students (reading a text, 
working in a small group, partici-
pating in a center activity, or cre-
ating a writing piece from a life 
experience) effective teachers 
hold students accountable by re-
quiring a product that ensures 
comprehension and participation. 
Accountability creates expecta-
tions and expectations create re-
sults! 

 If teachers want students 
to accurately complete a task or 
skill, it stands to reason that the 
task or skill must be sufficiently 
modeled and explained. It would be 
great to have exemplars for stu-
dents to view, checklists for them to 
use for self assessment, etc. Feed-
back is invaluable for student ac-
countability.  

 Another key to making 
students accountable for learning is 
creating a supportive environment. 
Teachers must support students’ 
efforts and encourage them to try 
their best! 

 Assigning appropriate 
tasks is a top priority if teachers are 
to hold students accountable for 
completing their work. Check the 
standards, know your students, and 
provide adequate support. 

Accountability Counts! 
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Engaged, Involved and Accountable… 

 
“Tell me and I forget. Teach me and I remember. Involve me and I learn.” ~Benjamin 

Franklin 
 Holding students accountable for learning is a key characteristic of effective classrooms. There 

are many ways to hold students accountable by involving them in a community of learners. Having a 

room full of engaged & involved students is our primary goal as educators.  Sometimes the word ac-

countability takes on a negative connotation. Many see it only as a word used when it comes to stand-

ardized test scores. Our goal as educators has always been to provide students with the best education 

possible. Providing opportunities for student engagement and accountability helps ensure that learning is 

taking place.  This means teachers need to use activities to keep track of student learning for the pur-

poses of making instructional decisions and providing feedback to students on their progress. It is worth-

while to note the importance of having and using such a system. Research comparing effective and inef-

fective teachers cites the existence and use of a systematic procedure for keeping and interpreting data 

on student performance as a notable difference between these groups.  Holding students accountable 

for their work means establishing expectations and guidelines for students' seatwork, homework, center 

work, group work, etc.  As educators we should look for ways to hold students accountable for learning 

that is effective and efficient for students and adults.  Check out some ideas on this Friday Focus page to 

add to your “accountability toolbox!” 
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