
Friday Focus 

     With the growing complexity 

of the world and the increasing 

demands of the 21st-century 

workforce, there is little ques-

tion that all students should 

graduate from high school fully 

prepared for college AND ca-

reers. (achieve.org) 

     We are all in this challenge 

together. Everyone—students, 

educators, families, community 

leaders, employers—have a con-

tribution to make to build suc-

cessful educational pathways 

that span early childhood to 

adulthood.  

     It is hard to believe that the 

preschool curriculum impacts 

college/career readiness, but it 

does!  Remember the 30 million 

word gap? Children from high 

poverty families come to us with 

this enormous gap in the number 

of words they have heard when 

compared to their middle in-

come counterparts. So, we must 

accept the challenge from pre-

school to high school…put our 

students on the pathway to en-

ter the world of work or higher 

education when they graduate. 

     How do we do this? How do 

somehow take a child and mold 

him into this young adult who is 

ready to face the future pre-

pared for college or career? 

Unbridled Learning Legislation 

has given us curriculum and 

pathways. This law has mandated 

that our educational system pre-

pare our students for a complex 

world. Our district has done 

very well in meeting that chal-

lenge! We have aligned our cur-

riculum and assessments. We are 

continually reviewing and improv-

ing our strategies. The rigor in 

our classrooms has increased to 

meet the rising cognitive demand 

of the world around us.  

     Our two high schools and our 

career and technical education 

center have very high rates of 

students who are graduating 

college and/or career ready. 

More than 92% of our students 

left these schools in 2014 having 

earned this distinction!   

     Along with CCR legislation 

came some great opportunities 

for our students. There has 

been an increase in the number of 

Advanced Placement courses. Stu-

dents now have ILP’s (Individual 

Learning Plans) that they access 

and use to track their progress 

and set goals for their futures.  

Our schools have a greater focus 

on interventions via RtI for stu-

dents at all levels and transitional/

integrated courses for students in 

our high schools.  

     While the mission of being col-

lege and career ready seems 

daunting, our district has risen to 

the challenge and we must continue 

to ask ourselves what new steps 

need to be taken to help our stu-

dents reach higher levels of suc-

cess. Meeting benchmarks is good…

but it is only the bottom level of 

what is required. Wouldn’t it be so 

much better if our students were 

exceeding the benchmarks by five 

points or 8 points? Or more?  
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Achieving College and Career Readiness  

The vision of the Kentucky Board of Educa-

tion is to ensure that all students reach pro-

ficiency and graduate from high school 

ready for college and careers. The board’s 

vision is informed by a changing economy 

that requires P-12 schools to prepare stu-

dents for a more complex and competitive 

workplace. (KDE) 
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