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      When students are learning a new math concept, the best practice a 

teacher can use is to let them “build it, draw it, write it, and talk about it.” 

All of these strategies were at work this week in Julie Egleston’s room at 

Olive Hill Elementary. 

 In the picture, students are using geoboards to help them build 

quadrilaterals. They were given perimeters, but they had to discover the side 

lengths on their own and write expressions. The students worked with their 

shoulder partners and with table mates, and they did a fabulous job uncov-

ering ideas about the relationship between opposite sides of rectangles and 

how they can work backwards to find missing sides if they know the perime-

ter of a figure.  Students were eager to share solutions and excited for their 

teacher to give them challenging problems to solve.  

     Studies have shown that positive reinforcement has much more of an effect 

than any other disciplinary method. It allows students to realize they have done some-

thing right and praiseworthy, which in turn causes repetition in good behavior. 

 Positive reinforcement is most effective when it is given immediately after the 

behavior. The shorter the amount of time, the stronger the relevancy and connection will 

be to the behavior and positive reinforcement. Most importantly, the reinforcement 

should be presented enthusiastically and with a smile. 

 Students often feel defeated in school, 

especially when they do not receive very much 

praise by teachers. They are constantly hearing 

what they are doing wrong instead of right, which 

causes them to have feelings of self-doubt and 

hopelessness. In a world where praise and com-

mendations are offered few and far between, we need to remember that positive rein-

forcement is what allows students to repeat good behavior.  

 Students rely on our encouragement to succeed, and need to hear that they are 

doing a good job in order to stay on the right path. Only giving your students negative 

feedback will cause them to feel defeated and frustrated, which will only enforce nega-

tive behavior. Take the time to praise your students for their accomplishments, no matter 

how big or small they may be. 
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