
Social Studies-American History 

Unit- Early American Government 

Days 16-30 

                                 

 

          Standard       Understanding 

          I Know 

       Vocabulary 

    Critical Thinking 

         And Skills 

            I Can’s 
1. Evaluate the 

influence of 

Enlightenment ideas 

on the development 

of American 

government as 

embodied in the 

Declaration of 

Independence. 

 

2. Identify and  

evaluate the ideas and 

events that contributed to 

the outbreak of the 

American Revolution, and 

determine the turning points 

of the war. 

 

3. Identify the impetus 

 for the Constitutional 

Convention (limitations of 

the Articles of 

Confederation), and analyze 

the events and outcomes of 

the Convention. 

 

4. Interpret the ideas  

and principles expressed in 

the US Constitution. 

 

5. Explain the 

development of the 

Bill of Rights, 

(assess various 

debates of the day). 

 

 

1. I will apply terms 

 relevant to the content 

appropriately and 

accurately. 

2. I will identify and 

 interpret different types of 

primary and secondary 

sources of fundamental 

importance and relevance to 

the topics understanding. 

3. I will interpret  

timelines of key historical 

events, people, and periods, 

and locate significant 

historical places and events 

on maps. 

4. I will analyze the 

 importance of context and 

point of view in historical 

interpretation, recognizing 

that historians interpret the 

same events differently. 

 

       Vocabulary 

 
Revolution, Independence,  

loyalists, Articles of 

Confederation, George 

Washington, General 

Cornwallis, Treaty of Paris, 

Bundle of Compromises, 

James Madison, Federalists, 

Anti-federalists, 

Enlightenment,  Common 

Sense, ratification, 

Separation of Power, 

Checks and Balances.  

 

1.  I can identify 

multiple 

Enlightenment ideas 

that were embodied 

in the Declaration of 

Independence in a 

Web Chart. 

2. I can compare and 

contrast the ideas of 

multiple individuals 

whose ideas were 

used in the 

Declaration of 

Independence in an 

essay. 

3. I can describe the 

meaning of no 

taxation without 

representation in a 

note chart. 

4. I can identify the 

steps that led to the 

American 

Revolution in a 

timeline. 

5. I can identify the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of both 

sides going into the 

American 

Revolution in a 

Venn Diagram. 

6. I can describe the 

turning points in the 

American 

Revolution, and 



 identify how the 
colonists won in a 

guided reading 

activity. 

7. I can analyze the 

strengths and 

weaknesses of the 

Articles of 

Confederation, and 

why the weaknesses 

existed in a T chart. 

8. I can interpret the 

ideas form the 

Constitutional 

Convention, and 

describe why it is 

called a Bundle of 

Compromises in an 

essay. 

9. I can explain the 

purpose of the 

Preamble and the 

Bill of Rights in a 

guided reading 

activity. 

10. I can summarize the 

reasons that the 

United States 

Constitution is the 

longest lasting 

constitution in the 

world. 

11. I can explain the 

purpose of the Bill 

of Rights, and 

identify key topics 

from it in a web 

chart. 

       

 

 


