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Teaching Narrative Writing 

 Personal narratives allow our 

students to share their lives with 

others. Their job as writers is to put 

the reader in the midst of the action, 

letting him or her live through an ex-

perience. The trouble with student 

writing, however, lies within the reali-

ty that they are just children.  As 

educators, we have to give them the 

skills they need to grow into the kinds 

of writers who are able to construct 

these often complex pieces of writing. 

  Children naturally love to tell 

stories. Think about it. How many 

Mondays have you spent listening as 

your students fill you in on what hap-

pened during their weekend? Story-

telling is a great way to begin the 

narrative-writing journey.  Kids need 

to learn that all stories have a be-

ginning, a middle, and an end. When 

they write, have your students clearly 

indicate these three parts in se-

quence. 

 Another critical piece to 

proficient narrative writing is the 

presence of a strong purpose for 

the story. How can we begin to teach 

our students the value of purposeful 

storytelling? ASK THEM, “WHY ARE 

YOU TELLING ME THIS STORY? 

WHAT DID YOU LEARN FROM 

THAT EXPERIENCE?”  Believe me, 

even small children know why they 

just have to tell you about their new 

kitten. With some adult prodding, 

they can explain how the new kitten is 

going to be their new best friend and 

how it will give them the chance to 

show their mom that they can be re-

sponsible for another living thing.  

And, voila...a purpose for writing!  

 Transitions will help guide a 

reader through a narrative writing. 

At earlier grades, these are temporal 

words. Then, as students mature, so 

will their vocabulary. There are multi-

ple resources available online and in 

print for students to find just the 

right words for linking all of the 

pieces of their story together.  Give your students lists of 

words to keep in their writing folders. Let them refer to 

these lists as they revise/rewrite their pieces. Before you 

know it, they will be experts at “transitions.” In my experi-

ence, kids LOVE to watch their writings come together when 

they learn the craft of organization by using subtle transi-

tional words and phrases. Their writing blossoms before 

their very eyes!  

 No narrative is complete without idea develop-

ment. But this doesn’t look the same as it does in articles 

and letters. Dialogue, description, imagery, figurative lan-

guage, foreshadowing, snapshots, exploded moments….I could 

go on and on and on. Barry Lane is a great resource. Razzle 

Dazzle Writing is another great tool. Let your students read, 

read, and read lots of examples of narratives. Have them 

identify what makes those stories exciting and rich. Encour-

age them to “mimic” those strategies in their own pieces.  

 It is always a great idea to provide your students 

with examples of exemplary work to help them critique their 

own writing. The CCSS have provided Appendix C, Samples of 
Student Writing, to help you and your students as you exam-

ine and improve their pieces. These sample writings are anno-

tated according to the language of the standards. You can 

find Appendix C by clicking on this link.  

 Writing is a wonderful way for our students to be 

expressive and creative. Personal narratives can give them an 

outlet for sharing important stories about their lives, giving 

all of us a way to know them better. With just a little explic-

it teaching, we can turn their narratives into special works 

of art. 

http://www.pdst.ie/node/314
http://www.pdst.ie/node/314
http://www.kbteachers.com/english/words-that-convey-emotions.html
http://www.ncte.org/library/nctefiles/resources/books/sample/00465chap07.pdf
http://www.ncte.org/library/nctefiles/resources/books/sample/00465chap07.pdf
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-narratives
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/top-teaching/2014/03/graphic-organizers-personal-narratives
http://www.writingwithrebecca.com/Mentor-Texts.html
http://www.writingwithrebecca.com/Mentor-Texts.html
http://www.writingwithrebecca.com/Mentor-Texts.html
http://writingfix.com/genres/narrative.htm
http://www.corestandards.org/assets/Appendix_C.pdf

