
Friday Focus 

Writing In All Content Areas 

       Knowing how to share and 

communicate your ideas is an 

important skill for all subject 

areas, not just English Lan-

guage Arts. Kids don’t usually 

associate writing with math or 

science class. Content area 

teachers are often disappoint-

ed in the quality of work their 

students turn in when they are 

sure the same children are 

submitting award-winning work 

to the English teacher next 

door.  In addition, math and 

science teachers may not feel 

as comfortable addressing the 

fundamentals of writing as 

their English or history de-

partment counterparts. The 

Common Core, however, places 

a big emphasis on writing 

across the curriculum. Here 

are some great ways to think 

about writing in every subject 

area. 

1. Try journaling. Journals 

offer students a place for 

reflection on what they are 

learning, no matter the topic. 

2.Use common language when 

talking about writing. Ask your 

colleagues in the English depart-

ment about the skills students 

are learning and use that same 

vocabulary in your own discus-

sions. For example, the Common 

Core focuses on three major 

strands of writing—narrative, 

expository, and persuasive. 

3. Require evidence to support 

opinions. In English class, stu-

dents learn to take their writing 

to another level by providing 

evidence and supporting details 

for what they are saying. This is 

a skill that applies across the 

curriculum and in discussion as 

well as written work. 

4. Analyze well-written mate-

rial in your content area. You 

already know this, but that of-

ten means stepping away from 

the textbook. 

5. Model your own content-

related writing. The best way 

to show students that writing 

matters for every subject is to 

be a writer yourself. If you 

ask students to write a re-

flection on the Pythagorean 

Theorem, for example, you 

should also complete the assign-

ment and share your work with 

the class. 

       Our school district has re-

cently posted a Writing Guide 

for grades 4-8. Teachers can 

find it on the u drive in the Writ-

ing Guides folder. While this 

guide is meant to only be a re-

source, it does provide a scaf-

folded approach to the writing 

skills listed in the Common Core 

as well as many useful links to 

lessons and other tools that 

teachers can access to help their 

students.  

     Studies show that reading and 

writing across the curriculum are 

essential to learning. Without 

strategies for reading course 

material and opportunities to 

write thoughtfully about it, stu-

dents have difficulty mastering 

concepts.  (NCTE) So, fulfilling 

our duty to the Common Core 

Standards shouldn’t be the only 

reason teachers design writing 

opportunities for students.  In 

order to make our children suc-

cessful in difficult content areas, 

we simply must engage them in 

the important task of writing.  
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Click on the link below  to find some great resources for your classroom. The 

creators have included Common Core checklists, games, lessons and links to 

other awesome websites. Check it out!  

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/writing_across_the_curriculum
http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/writing_across_the_curriculum
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
http://www.ttms.org/PDFs/06%20Writing%20Across%20the%20Curriculum%20v001%20(Full).pdf
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/671/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/671/1/
https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/671/1/
http://www.learner.org/workshops/writing35/session8/sec6p1.html
http://www.learner.org/workshops/writing35/session8/sec6p1.html
http://www.learner.org/workshops/writing35/session8/sec6p1.html
http://wac.sfsu.edu/content/national-wac
http://wac.sfsu.edu/content/national-wac
http://wac.sfsu.edu/content/national-wac
http://www.thecurriculumcorner.com/thecurriculumcorner123/

