
jects and lessons involving tech-

nology (55 percent). Following 

close behind as favorites were 

presentations (46 percent); role-

plays (43 percent); and art and 

drama activities (49 percent). It's 

no surprise that teacher lecture 

got the highest "like not at all" 

votes (44 percent) and the few-

est "like very much" votes (6 

percent). Students also indicated 

that they enjoy discussions in 

which there are no clear-cut 

answers (65 percent) and that 

they would welcome the oppor-

tunity to be more creative in 

school (82 percent). 

 As a teacher once 

said, "I never heard of a stu-

dent not doing his work; it's 

our work he's not doing." 

 The research about 

authentic learning suggests that 

purpose, relevance, student 

choice, and ownership are the 

keys to making learning meaning-

ful. 

Make It Meaningful! 

 This just in from 

42,000 high school students: 

They're mostly bored, and they 

often don't see the value in the 

work that teachers ask them to 

do. The recently released Chart-

ing the Path from Engagement to 

Achievement: A Report on the 

2009 High School Survey of Stu-

dent Engagement looks at stu-

dent answers to such questions 

as,  

 If you have been bored in 

class in high school, why are 

you bored? 

 Are you challenged academ-

ically in your classes? 

 Does your work in high 

school contribute to your 

growth in thinking critically? 

Writing and speaking effec-

tively? Reading and under-

standing challenging materi-

als? Learning independently? 

Acquiring skills related to 

work after high school? 

Solving real-world prob-

lems? 

 Two of three respond-

ents (66 percent) indicated that 

they are bored at least every day 

in class. But students also clari-

fied the kinds of work that would 

engage them. They rated the 

following most highly: discussion 

and debate (61 percent); group 

projects (60 percent); and pro-

What Makes Students Do Good Work? 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

25 Quick Forma-

tive Assessments 

 

Examples of 

Formative Assess-

ment 

 

Teaching With 

Discussion 

 

Helping Students 

Ask the Right 

Questions (Great 

Article) 

 

Best Websites for 

Teaching and 

Learning 

 

Friday Focus 

S E P T E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  5  

C A L E N D A R  

O F  E V E N T S :  

 Sept. 21 East 

End Academy 

 Sept. 23 Writ-

ing Club  

 Sept. 23 ISLN, 

Science and 

S.S. Network 

at KEDC 

 Sept. 28 PES 

Lesson Study   

K-2 

 

Carter County Schools 

Students Suggest 

Homework  

Alternatives 

Teenagers understand the need 

for the sustained practice at the 

heart of the homework enter-

prise. They have some creative 

suggestions about how assign-

ments could be redesigned. The 

table presents six student-

generated ideas for alternatives 

to traditional homework. 

http://store.scholastic.com/content/stores/media/products/samples/21/9780545087421.pdf
http://store.scholastic.com/content/stores/media/products/samples/21/9780545087421.pdf
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
http://wvde.state.wv.us/teach21/ExamplesofFormativeAssessment.html
https://www.clarku.edu/departments/cetl/pdfs/Teaching%20with%20Discussion/TechniquesforLeadingDiscussions.pdf
https://www.clarku.edu/departments/cetl/pdfs/Teaching%20with%20Discussion/TechniquesforLeadingDiscussions.pdf
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov99/vol57/num03/Helping-Students-Ask-the-Right-Questions.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov99/vol57/num03/Helping-Students-Ask-the-Right-Questions.aspx
http://www.ascd.org/publications/educational-leadership/nov99/vol57/num03/Helping-Students-Ask-the-Right-Questions.aspx
http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/best-websites/2014
http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/best-websites/2014
http://www.ala.org/aasl/standards-guidelines/best-websites/2014

