
6th Grade Social Studies Curriculum Map 

Unit #1  --  5 Themes of Geography, Map Skills, Types of Geography,  
  Landforms  
(August) 

Assessment:  Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 
 

TOPIC 1: Introduction to Geography ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do the 5 Themes of Geography affect my life?    

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Geography  
SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the present day are 
made distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, roads, urban 
centers) and physical characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) that create advantages and disadvantages for human activities 
(e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, development).  
 

1. I can describe how the five 
themes of geography help 
us organize the study of 
geography.  

 

Basal Texts  
World Geography, Holt Social 
Studies, 2007  
 
Other Resources  
United Streaming Video, The 
Five Themes of Geography  
 

Vocabulary 
Human Geography 
Physical Geography 
Maps/Globes 
5 Themes of Geography 
Equator/Prime Meridian 
Tropic of Cancer and Capricorn 
Arctic and Antarctic Circle 
Landforms 
International Dateline 
Latitude/Longitude 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 



TOPIC 2:  Geographers’ Tools (Maps, Globes, Map Projections) ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do the 5 Themes of Geography affect my 
    life? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day.  
 
SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of human settlement in the 
present day and explain how these patterns are influenced by human 
needs.  
 

       2.  I can describe and use a   
 variety of geographic tools.  
 

3.  I can describe how 
 geographic features and 
 human needs affect 
 patterns of human 
 settlement.  

 
        4.  I can identify various 
 landforms and illustrate 
 these through drawings.  
 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
 
Other Resources  
United Streaming Video, Maps: 
Types, Symbols and Terms  
United Streaming Video, Different 
Types of Maps (6 segments)  
United Streaming Video, How to 
find things on a map  
 
Vocabulary 
Meridians/Parallels 
Continents/Oceans 
Map Projection 
Hemisphere 
Absolute/Relative Location 
Cardinal/Intermediate Directions 
Compass Rose 
Scale 
Key/Legend 
Elevation 
Population Density 
Bar Graphs/Charts 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
R2. Determine the central ideas or information of a primary or secondary 
source; provide an accurate summary of the source distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. (Landform activity) 



Unit 2:  Culture, Economics, and Government  
(September) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Development of Culture ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What is culture and how did it develop? 
CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Cultures and Societies  
SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements of culture (e.g., 
language, the arts, customs, beliefs, literature) define specific groups 
in the global world of the present day and may result in unique 
perspectives.  
 

       1.  I can explain how the 
 elements of culture define              
 groups around the world.  
 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
 
 Vocabulary 
Democracy 
Dictatorship 
Monarchy 
Republic 
Communism 
Liberty/Rights 
Prime Minister 
Commonwealth 
Regions 
Culture 
Cultural Diversity 
Ethnic Group 
Literacy Rate 
Standard of Living  
Language/Bilingual 
Religion 
Social Interaction 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
W4. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
(Presentation of the culture posters). 

 



TOPIC 2:  Elements of Culture ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do the elements of culture teach us about 
    a group? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Cultures and Societies  
SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements of culture (e.g., language, the 
arts, customs, beliefs, literature) define specific groups in the global world of 
the present day and may result in unique perspectives. 
 
SS-06-2.2.1 Students will compare how cultures (present day) develop social 
institutions (family, religion, education, government, economy) to respond to 
human needs, structure society and influence behavior.  
 
SS-06-2.3.1 Students will explain how conflict and competition (e.g., political, 
economic, religious, ethnic) occur among individuals and groups in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-2.3.2 Students will explain how compromise and cooperation are 
possible choices to resolve conflict among individuals and groups in the 
present day. 
 

2.  I can compare the social 
 institutions of diverse 
 groups.  

 
3.  I can explain the ways 
 different cultures interact 
 using social institutions.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
 
Vocabulary 
Product 
Service 
Demand 
Supply 
Free Enterprise 
Consumer 
Goods and Services 
Tradition, Market, Command 
Economy 
Scarcity 
Resources 
Competition 
Cooperation/Compromise 
Production 
Consumption 
Distribution 
Technology 
Service Industry 
Informal Economy 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
R8. Distinguish among fact, opinion, and reasoned judgment in a text. 
(Opinion piece with reasoning on which region of Mexico they would choose 
to live) 
 

 



Unit 3:  THE AMERICAS 
(October-November) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Overview of the Canada, U.S., and Mexico ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do humans adapt and modify the  
    environment to meet their needs? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Government  
SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and sources of power in 
the most common forms of government (monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the present day.  
 
SS-06-1.1.2 Students will describe and give examples to support how 
present day democratic governments function to preserve and protect 
the rights (e.g., voting), liberty and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting and enforcing appropriate rules and laws.  
 
 
Geography  
SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day.  
 
SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-4.2.1 Students will describe how regions in the present day are 
made distinctive by human characteristics (e.g., dams, roads, urban 
centers) and physical characteristics (e.g., mountains, bodies of water, 
valleys) that create advantages and disadvantages for human activities 
(e.g., exploration, migration, trade, settlement, development).  
 
SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of human settlement in the 
present day and explain how these patterns are influenced by human 
needs.  
 
 

1. I can compare and contrast 
the governments of the 
United States and Canada.  
 

2. I can analyze patterns in 
the United States and 
Canada by using special-
purpose maps (e.g., 
population, climate, 
resource, physical).  

 
3. I can describe how people 

in the United States and 
Canada have adapted and 
modified the environment 
to meet their needs.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
 
Other Resources  
United Streaming Video, All 
About American Geography  
 United Streaming Video, 
United States Government: A 
System of Checks and Balances  
United Streaming Video, 
Canada: It’s People, History, and 
Government  
United Streaming Video, 
Canada: The Land and it’s People  
 
Vocabulary 
Regions 
Continental Divide 
Colony 
Terrorism 
911 
Peninsula 
Mestizo 
Deforestation 
Landlocked 
El Nino 
Alps 
Andes 
Coup 
Slash and Burn Agriculture 
Cash Crop 



SS-06-4.4.1 Students will explain how technology in the present day 
assists human modification (e.g., irrigation, clearing land, building 
roads) of the physical environment in the world. 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
W1. Write arguments focused on discipline-specific content. (Slash and burn 
agriculture in Mexico) 
 
W5. Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Peer 
Graded Response) 
 
W7. Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-
generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional 
related, focused questions that allow for 
multiple avenues of exploration. (Research regions of Mexico) 
 
W8. Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, 
using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each 
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while 
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation. (Day of the 
Dead) 
 
W9. Draw evidence from informational texts to support analysis reflection, 
and research. (Deforestation in the Amazon Rain Forest) 

W10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range 
of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences. (Mexico early culture 
groups) 
 
 

Maquiladoras 
Isthmus 
Archipelago 
Democracy 
Dialect 
Refugee 
Rain Forest 
Monarchy 
Prime Minister 
Bilingual 
Christianity 
Provinces 
Day of the Dead 
Natural Resources 
Fossil Fuels 
Landforms 
Customs/Culture/Traditions 
Maps/Latitude/Longitude 
Climate 
Market Economy 
United Nations 
Foreign Aid 
 
 

 

 



UNIT 4:  Europe 
(December – January) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Overview of Europe ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does the physical environment promote or 
limit human activities? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Geography  
SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day.  
 
SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which the physical 
environment (e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural 
disasters) both promotes and limits human activities (e.g., exploration, 
migration, trade, settlement, development) in the present day.  

1. I can analyze patterns in 
Europe by using special-
purpose maps (e.g., 
population, climate, 
resource, physical).  

 
2. I can describe how the 

physical environment 
promotes and limits 
human activities in Europe.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
 United Streaming Video, 
 Geography of Europe 
Vocabulary 
Adolf Hitler 
Concentration Camps 
Anne Frank 
Holocaust 
European Union 
Euro 
Culture/Customs/Traditions 
Climate 
Natural Resources 
Landforms 
Constitutional/Parliamentary Monarchy 
Latitude/Longitude 
Maps 
Mountain Ranges 
Elevation 
Orthodox Church 
Renaissance 
Pope 
Vatican City 
Dutch Polders 
Arts and Recreation 
Fjord 
Geothermal Energy 
Magna Carta 
Neutral 
Uninhabitable 

 
 

R1. Cite specific textual evidence to support analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. (European Country Research and Brochure/Informative 

Piece). 

R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
(Vocabulary) 
 
R10. By the end of grade 8, read and comprehend history/social studies texts 

in the grades 6–8 text complexity band independently and proficiently. (Text 

and research information) 

W2. Write informative/explanatory texts, including the narration of historical 

events, scientific procedures/ experiments, or technical processes. 

(Holocaust informational letter) 

 

W6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing 
and present the relationships between information and ideas clearly and 
efficiently. (Holocaust) 



 

TOPIC 2:  Southern Europe ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does the culture of the past influence life 
today? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Government and Civics  
SS-06-1.1.1 Students will compare purposes and sources of power in 
the most common forms of government (monarchy, democracy, 
republic, dictatorship) in the present day.  
 
SS-06-1.1.2 Students will describe and give examples to support how 
present day democratic governments function to preserve and protect 
the rights (e.g., voting), liberty and property of their citizens by 
making, enacting and enforcing appropriate rules and laws.  
 
Cultures and Societies  
SS-06-2.1.1 Students will explain how elements of culture (e.g., 
language, the arts,  
 
 
 

3.  I can describe the      
 contribution of ancient 
 Greece to the forms of 
 government in the present 
 day.  

 
4.  I can explain how the rich                                    
 culture (e.g., religion, food, 
 art) of Southern Europe’s 
 past is reflected in their 
 societies today.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography, Culture 
of Europe 
 

 
R6. Identify aspects of a text that reveal an author’s point of view or purpose 
(e.g., loaded language, inclusion or avoidance of particular facts). (Anne 
Frank Diary Activity) 
 
R7. Integrate visual information (e.g., in charts, graphs, photographs, videos, 
or maps) with other information in print and digital texts). (Holocaust)  
 
R9. Analyze the relationship between a primary and 
secondary source on the same topic.(Foreign exchange student) 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



UNIT 5:  Asia 
(February-March) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Overview of Asia ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does the scarcity of natural resources 
affect the development of regions in Asia? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

 
Economics  
SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give examples of how scarcity 
requires individual, groups and governments in the present day to 
make decisions about how productive resources (natural resources, 
human resources and capital goods) are used.  
 
SS-06-3.3.1 Students will explain how in present day market 
economies, the prices of goods and services are determined by supply 
and demand.  
 
SS-06 3.3.3 Students will explain how competition among buyers and 
sellers impacts the price of goods and services in the present day.  
 
SS-06-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in which the basic economic 
questions about the production, distribution and consumption of 
goods and services are addressed in the present day.  
 
SS-06-3.4.2 Students will describe how new knowledge, 
technology/tools and specialization increase human productivity in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-3.4.3 Students will explain how international economic activities 
are interdependent in the present day.  
 
 
Geography  
SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day.  
 

1. I can use special-purpose 
maps (e.g., population, 
natural resource, climate, 
physical) to describe the 
geographic factors 
responsible for the 
location of human 
activities and patterns of 
population in Asia.  

 
2. I can analyze ways people 

in the region have adapted 
and modified the physical 
environment to meet their 
needs.  

 
3. I can describe how the use 

of available natural 
resources influences the 
development of countries 
in the region.  

 
4. I can explain the 

international 
interdependence on 
economic activities in Asia 
today.  

 
5. I can describe how natural 

disasters (e.g., monsoons, 
tsunamis, earthquakes) 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography 
United Streaming Video, 
Natural Resources of Asia 
 
Vocabulary 
Tsunami 
Hurricane 
Earthquake 
Island 
Monsoons 
Gandhi 
Hinduism 
Buddhism 
Climate 
Natural Resources 
Maps 
Dynasty 
Confucianism 
Command Economy 
Latitude/Longitude 
Kimonos 
Work Ethic 
Capsule Hotels 
 



SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 

both promote and limit 
human activities.  

 

 
R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 
 
R3. Identify key steps in a text’s description of a process related to 
history/social studies. (Types of economies and how they function) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



UNIT 6:  Africa 
(April – May) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Overview of Africa ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How does the physical environment limit and 
promote human activities? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Economics  
SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give examples of how scarcity 
requires individuals, groups and governments in the present day to 
make decisions about how productive resources (natural resources, 
human resources, capital goods) are used.  
 
SS-06-3.4.1 Students will explain ways in which basic economic 
questions about the production, distribution and consumption of 
goods and services are addressed in the present day.  
 
Geography  
SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day.  
 
SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of human settlement in the 
present day and explain how these patterns are influenced by human 
needs.  
 
SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which the physical environment 
(e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) both 
promotes and limits human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, 
settlement, development) in the present day. 
 

1. I can analyze patterns in 
Africa by using special-
purpose maps (e.g., 
population, natural 
resource, climate, physical, 
economic activity).  

 
2. I can describe the 

geographic factors 
responsible for population 
patterns in Africa.  

 
3. I can describe how the 

physical environment 
promotes and limits 
human activities in Africa.  

 
4. I can explain how the 

scarcity of resources in 
Africa requires individuals, 
groups, and governments 
to make decisions about 
how productive resources 
are used.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography
United Streaming Video, Life in 
 Africa 
 
Vocabulary 
Climate 
Natural Resources 
Maps 
Latitude/Longitude 
Sahara Desert 
Nile River 
Dictator 
Government 
Desertification 
Famine 
Drought 
Religion 
Malnutrition 

R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

 

 



UNIT 7:  The Pacific World  
(May) 

Assessment: Ongoing teacher-created formative assessments  
Teacher-created common summative assessment 

TOPIC 1:  Overview of the Pacific World ESSENTIAL QUESTION:  How do distance and isolation affect a region’s 
connection to the rest of the world? 

CORE CONTENT LEARNING TARGETS RESOURCES / VOCABULARY 

Economics  
SS-06-3.1.1 Students will explain and give examples of how scarcity 
requires individuals, groups and governments in the present day to 
make decisions about how productive resources (natural resources, 
human resources, capital goods) are used.  
 
SS-06-3.4.3 Students will explain how international economic activities 
are interdependent in the present day.  
Geography  
SS-06-4.1.1 Students will use a variety of geographic tools (maps, 
photographs, charts, graphs, databases, satellite images) to interpret 
patterns and locations on Earth’s surface in the present day. 
  
SS-06-4.1.2 Students will describe how different factors (e.g., rivers, 
mountains, plains) affect where human activities are located in the 
present day.  
 
SS-06-4.3.1 Students will describe patterns of human settlement in the 
present day and explain how these patterns are influenced by human 
needs. 
  
SS-06-4.4.2 Students will describe ways in which the physical environment 
(e.g., natural resources, physical geography, natural disasters) both 
promotes and limits human activities (e.g., exploration, migration, trade, 
settlement, development) in the present day. 
 

1. I can analyze patterns in 
the Pacific by using special-
purpose maps (e.g., 
population, natural 
resource, climate, 
physical).  

 
2. I can describe how the 

physical environment of 
the Pacific promotes and 
limits human activities.  

 
3. I can explain the trading 

relationship the countries 
of the Pacific have with 
countries around the 
world.  

 

Basal Texts  
Holt, World Geography  
United Streaming Video, 
Culture of the Pacific World 
 
Vocabulary 
Climate 
Landforms 
Natural Resources 
Latitude/Longitude 
Coral Reef 
Aborigines 
Economy 
Outback 
Island Regions 
Atoll 
Territory 
Iceberg 
Ozone Layer 

R4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including vocabulary specific to domains related to history/social studies. 

R5. Describe how a text presents information (e.g., sequentially, 
comparatively, causally). (Japan’s earthquake and tsunami) 

 


