
  Self-Questioning is the ongoing process of asking questions before, during, and after reading 
that is used by a reader to understand text. According to Visible Learning (John Hattie), self-
questioning has a 0.64 effect size. If such a strategy carries this kind of value, it is important 
that we examine how to help our students improve their questioning skills. 

 Self-questioning is simply a process in which students ask and answer questions 

while reading.  Strategically asking and answering questions while reading helps students with 

difficulties engage with text in ways that good readers do naturally, thus “improving their 

active processing of text and their comprehension” (National Reading Panel, 2003, p.51).  

Good readers are actively involved in the reading process,  

but poor readers often are not.  

 There are things to consider when planning a lesson that encourages students to 
self-question. Whatever we plan, we must always be intentional....It is very important 
that everything we do is deliberate and thoughtful in order to meet the needs of our student 
readers. Some things to think about are: 

1. Type of text: Narrative text will be treated differently than expository text, for example. 

2. Student skill level: Pre-teaching may be required. Students may need partners. Ques-

tion stems may be utilized for those who need them, or you may post some generic 

question starters in your room to help support students when they are just beginning. 

Our Close Reading Flip Books 

have many options for ques-

tions stems for all the reading 

standards. 

Comprehension of text occurs 

because of actions of the read-

er that are taken before, during 

and after reading.  For our 

most mature and best readers, 

these actions often occur auto-

matically, but for young or 

struggling readers, these active 

processes need to be taught 

ex- plicitly.  
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4th grade students at Carter City 

use Placemat Consensus for Team 

Building.  Building cohesive teams 

within classrooms increases the 

effectiveness of cooperative learn-

ing. 
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