
      Knowing what we want 

students to learn helps us facili-

tate their learning. How? Consid-

er this: Have you ever started a 

trip without knowing your desti-

nation? If you have, you know 

how difficult it was to pack. You 

know it was a challenge to pre-

pare for the weather, to have 

enough money, to plan for the 

duration of your journey, and to 

anticipate  roadblocks like con-

struction or heavy traffic!  Think 

about your students’ learning as a 

journey. What is it you are asking 

them to master? What is their 

final destination?  

 So how does this 

look when we plan for our 

students? 

1.Look at standard(s). 

2.Make a list of the skills, con-

cepts, and knowledge kids need 

to learn.  

3.Next, design the final assess-

ment/project where students will 

demonstrate understanding to 

mastery of these skills, concepts, 

knowledge.  

4.Then, create a set of lessons 

that lead up to that end.  

5.Once you've done this, reflect 

on the set of lessons, making 

sure all the skills, concepts, and 

knowledge for student success 

with the end assessment are 

being taught. 

 Remember those maze 

puzzles we did as kids? I always 

had more luck starting at the 

end and working my way back 

to the beginning. Do this with 

your learning targets. Ask 

yourself, “How can I scaffold 

my students’ work so they can 

successfully reach the goal?” 

Then, start planning.  

Backwards Planning 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Social Studies 

Lessons 

 

Labor Day Les-

sons/Resources 

 

The Teaching 

Channel 

 

Kids Discover  

K-12 Core Lesson 

Plans 

 

Friday Focus 

S E P T E M B E R  4 ,  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  3  

C A L E N D A R  

O F  E V E N T S :  

 Sept. 7        

Labor Day 

 Sept. 18      

Career/Tech 

Academy 

 Sept. 14           

3-5 Academy 

 Sept. 15         

K/1 Academy 

 Sept. 17       

2nd grade 

Academy 

Carter County Schools 

Working With Word Walls 
 Some suggestions for making word walls successful in your classroom are:  

 Make words accessible by putting them where every student can see them. They 

should be written in large letters using a variety of background colors to distin-

guish easily confused words. 

 Teachers and students should work together to determine which words should 

go on the word wall. Try to include words that children use most commonly in 

their writing. Words should be added gradually — a general guideline is five 

words per week. 

 Use the word wall daily to practice words, incorporating a variety of activities 

such as chanting, snapping, cheering, clapping, tracing, and word guessing games as 

well as writing them. 

 Provide enough practice so that words are read and spelled automatically and 

make sure that words from the wall 

are always spelled correctly in the 

children's daily writing. 

 Add new information on a regular 

basis. Use content-area material from 

the curriculum instead of randomly 

selected words. 

 Refer to your word wall often so stu-

dents come to understand and see its 

relevance. 

     A word wall display in your classroom 

can be a great interactive tool for building 

your students’ vocabulary skills.  
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