
Friday Focus 

Technology In All Content Areas 

       The continuous advance-

ment of technology has 

changed the way educators 

teach, how students learn, and 

the way teachers and students 

communicate. Take a look at 

some of the amazing resources 

we have at our fingertips!  
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     It seems like there are new social media sites popping up every day and it is hard to know which ones 

are safe and which ones you should try to avoid. The three sites listed below are worth checking out for 

tools that might engage your students and make your job a little easier!  

1. Riffle: If you love reading and books, then you’ll want to check out this new community devoted to all 

things literary, where you’ll find recommendations for your classroom as well as yourself. Users share 

what they are reading in addition to making lists such as “Kids Books About Silent Movies” and 

“Children’s Fiction That Deals With Tragedy.” You’ll love it! 

2. theLearnia: As the flipped classroom of social networks, theLearnia offers a place for students and 

teachers to ask and answer questions as well as watch video lessons. You can upload videos just for your 

students or share them with the broader community. 

3. Learnist: On Learnist, you and your students can easily create boards around an educational theme—

think “San Diego pollution,” or “Scarlett Letter adaptations,” using video, images, and text, then share 

your work with other classrooms around the world. 

       Take Advantage of Social Media 

     Gradecam grades multiple 

choice assignments with any 

document or web camera and 

has the capability of trans-

ferring scores directly to 

your gradebook. Students can 

receive immediate feedback 

and questions can be linked 

to state and national stand-

ards. 

     Smart Exchange is a data-

base of thousands of Smart-

Board lessons and resources 

for ALL content areas. You can 

find and create games to meet 

the needs and interests of 

whole or small groups of stu-

dents. 

     Use the Common Core Navi-

gator to find resources like 

lesson plans and video tutorials 

for Math and ELA standards. 

Struggling to understand what 

the standard means? LOOK 

HERE! View a video clip to help 

you and your students clarify 

your understanding of the 

     CNN called it “The Fun 

Site of the Week.” It has 

hundreds of free online edu-

cational games, activities, and 

quizzes for kids. You will find 

math, language, geography, 

science, and much more!  

    Drawing bar models is one of 

the most powerful tools you 

can use to teach mathematics. 

Not only will your students 

learn to visualize and repre-

sent their work in models, they 

will learn to answer questions 

like “what do I know?” and 

“what I am trying to find?” 

These very important ques-

tions are foundational to stu-

dents moving forward in alge-

braic reasoning. Thinking 

Blocks allows students to ma-

nipulate the bar models, check 

their work in stages, revise it 

as needed, and proceed as each 

step is verified. This scaffold-

ed approach builds student 

understanding...and it is a won-

derful connection to the Math 

in Focus curriculum as well as 

the KCAS. Thinking Blocks 

applications are available for 

elementary and middle school. 

     A website for teachers...It 

has a collection of resources, 

blogs, hot topics in education 

and a directory of other sites. 

This is a great site for the 

teacher as a learner. 

http://www.nwp.org/cs/public/print/resource_topic/writing_across_the_curriculum
http://www.abcya.com/
http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/index.htm
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://www.watchknowlearn.org/
http://parccgames.com/
http://www.yummymath.com/
https://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://www.rifflebooks.com/
http://www.thelearnia.com/
https://learni.st/
http://www.gradecam.com/features/
http://exchange.smarttech.com/index.html#tab=0
https://learnzillion.com/resources/17132
http://www.sheppardsoftware.com/
http://www.mathplayground.com/thinkingblocks.html
http://www.weareteachers.com/

