
and having students give you the gist of 

each one. By the end of this process, you 

should be able to have the class help you list 

all the questions from memory. Reciting key 

vocabulary, and the constant spiraling re-

hearsal, has been helping your kids store 

these questions in memory.  

During reading of the text, students 

should watch for answers to the questions 

they posted. An amazing thing will happen—

the key vocabulary from the questions will 

start to appear in the text. Before you know 

it, they will be able to predict the answers to 

those questions. Finally, you can show stu-

dents the multiple choice responses availa-

ble and help students look for matches.  

PVR can be taught, practiced, and gradu-

ally released to students. Eventually, your 

children can own this strategy and start to 

use it on all of their passage/question sets…

particularly in testing situations where the 

text is challenging and lengthy.  

  

PVR: Preview, Vocabulary, Re-

view is a memory strategy used to 

train the brain to pick up on critical 

vocabulary in challenging text. Stu-

dents and teachers all over Carter 

County are implementing this tech-

nique in order to help kids answer 

high-level questions about lengthy 

passages that can often seem over-

whelming. PVR helps us approach 

these texts with a strategy for pull-

ing out key details by identifying 

critical vocabulary. 

In order to create a PVR experi-

ence for your students, you must 

first select your informational read-

ing standards—usually standards 1 

and 4 will be included. Next, pick 

your text. Kentucky Virtual Library is 

an excellent source for finding pas-

sages on the appropriate Lexile 

measure for your students. Always 

use a passage that is on grade-level, 

even for struggling students, when 

you do PVR. Once you’ve chosen 

your text, use some question 

stems (perhaps Bloom’s Taxono-

my would help) to create some 

rigorous questions to go along 

with it. Remember, questions 

that ask “why” and “how” are 

higher level than “what” and 

“where” questions. 

When you teach PVR to 

your students, post the ques-

tions and have them identify key 

vocabulary. For years, we have 

told our kids to read the ques-

tions first…that’s right! Now, we 

are going to help them with a 

strategy for how to read and 

remember those questions! In 

order to identify key vocabulary, 

start with nouns, bold or itali-

cized words, etc. Do this with 

every question. As you move 

from question to question, keep 

going back to previous questions 

PVR: It’s Brain Training 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

Kentucky Virtual 
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Tween Tribune  

News ELA  

24 Nonfiction 
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Center for Urban 

Education--

Nonfiction Read-
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 Nov. 24 Middle 
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my 

 Nov. 25-27 
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Break 

 Nov. 30 Mike 

Rutherford 

 Dec. 8 DAT @ 
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