
 Knowing what we want students to learn helps us facilitate their learning. How? Consider this: 

Have you ever started a trip without knowing your destination? If you have, you know how difficult it was 

to pack. You know it was a challenge to prepare for the weather, to have enough money, to plan for the 

duration of your journey, and to anticipate roadblocks like construction or heavy traffic. Think about your 

students’ learning as a journey. What is it you are asking them to master? What is their final destination? If 

we begin with the end in mind, achieving the desired results becomes a destination that we can help our 

students reach.  

 So how does this look when we plan for our students? 

1.Study the standard(s) on the curriculum map. 

2.Make a list of the skills, vocabulary, concepts, and knowledge kids need to learn.  

3.Next, study the final assessment/project where students will demonstrate understanding to mastery of 

these skills, concepts, knowledge. It is critical that you know how students’ knowledge will be measured. 

4.Then, create a set of lessons that lead up to that end.  

5.Once you've done this, reflect on the set of lessons, making sure all the skills, concepts, and knowledge 

for student success on the end assessment are being taught. 

 Remember those maze puzzles we did as kids? I always had more luck starting at the end and 

working my way back to the beginning. Do this with your learning targets. Ask yourself, “How can I scaffold 

my students’ work so they can successfully reach the goal?” Then, start planning.  

  

Beginning With the End in Mind 

Spotlight on Excellence 

      

Students at a center in Miranda Salyers’ class at Olive Hill      

Elementary used the Kagan Structure of Rally Coach to solve math problems that were posted in Nearpod. 

They had a recording sheet as their accountability piece. Students were eager to explain their models and   

equations for multiplication and division.  

 In Christi Tackett’s class at Tygart Creek, students became deep sea divers in order to collect artifacts 

from a sunken ship (outlined on the floor). Each artifact provided critical historical evidence on their expedition 

to uncover important information about famous explorers.  

 Carter County teachers are busy keeping students engaged every day. Wonderful job!  
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