
 “Comprehension is, above all, the inner conversation that readers have with text, the voice in 

our heads that speaks to us as we read, our inner voice.” (Stephanie Harvey, Strategies that Work) 

 For true comprehension to occur, students must be explicitly taught how to think their way 

through a text. Last week’s Friday Focus was about helping children make connections to what they 

read. This week, let’s turn our attention to giving our kids tools to “Monitor and Clarify” their under-

standing as they tackle different kinds of text. Some authors call these “Fix Up Strategies.” 

 Active readers are able to monitor their own comprehension of text. They do this by listening 

to their inner voice and following their inner conversation. They are able to notice when meaning 

breaks down for them or when their mind begins to wander. Because they notice these dips in their 

understanding, they can self-correct and redirect themselves. Active readers often leave tracks of their 

thinking by jotting down notes while they read. In this way, they are able to stop, think, and react to 

what they are reading. Having opportunities to discuss their reading before, during, and after reading, or 

being allowed to respond to what they’ve read in writing are all ways to encourage students to be active 

readers. 

 In order to train our children to become stronger readers, we should also help them employ 

some “fix up strategies” ---reread for clarification, read on to construct meaning, use context to break 

down an unfamiliar word, skip difficult parts and continue on to see if meaning becomes clear, check and 

recheck answers and thinking, and examine evidence.  These strategies can be explicitly taught.  

 Good readers are not born. They are molded, shaped, taught, raised, nurtured…. 

“Comprehension is an ongoing process of evolving thinking.” (Harvey, 2014).  As teachers, we must 

make our thinking visible and audible so that our students can begin to hear their own inner voices.  

There is no better way to help them connect their reading and thinking.  

Reading is Thinking 

Spotlight on Excellence 

 Academies continued this week with meetings at West and East High Schools. Linda Burton’s stu-

dents at WCHS were engaged in amazing math stations. Mrs. Tiller’s students at ECHS also participated in 

fantastic stations in their science classes. As we learned in academies this month, stations are a great way to 

take a vertical teaching agenda and make it horizontal—helping us accomplish our teaching goals in a more 

efficient way. Students often become more engaged while working at small-group stations, and teachers have 

the chance to provide more one-on-one instruction to smaller groups.  

September 7, 2018 Volume 6, Issue 4 

Friday Focus 
Carter County Schools 

 Sept. 8th—Day Out 

with Dad @     

Grayson Lake 

 Sept. 10th Kinder-

garten Academy    

@ OHES 

 Sept. 11th First 

grade Academy     

@ HES 

 Sept. 11th West 

CHAMMPS Acade-

my @ CCCTC 

 Sept. 12th Preschool 

Academy @ PES 

 Sept. 12th East 

CHAMMPS @ CO 

 Sept. 13th Academy 

101 @ ECMS 
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