
Student Engagement: Music to Our Ears 

Imagine an Olive Hill Ele-
mentary fourth grade class-
room filled with the sound of  
fourth graders, voices raised 
in unison, chanting out a list 
of the most powerful testing 
words in the English lan-
guage…We call them our 
Power Verbs! A teacher could 
choose to present these terms 
in the typical “write it down 
and look it up” method. 
However, the Carter County 
educator who directed these 
children in their rap/dance 
combination of the Power 
Verb Chant, chose a strategy 
that helped her students 
learn the vocabulary while 
incorporating arts and hu-
manities as well as a ton of 
fun! 

On our visits to classrooms 
across the district, we have 
been thrilled to see a vari-
ety of rigorous and engag-
ing learning strategies. Mu-
sic is a wonderful way to 
motivate students and inte-
grate literacy into all con-
tent areas. One West 
Carter Middle School math 
class was singing a new 
tune when it came to doing 
graphs.  Some fourth grade 
students at Upper Tygart 
are quickly becoming rap-
pers!  Did you know that a 
certain Reading Recovery 
teacher is quite a singer and 
uses music almost every day 
in her classroom? We even 
have an elementary princi-

pal who could have had a 
second career in graphic 
arts. The talent in our dis-
trict can compete with any 
district in the state, and we 
must use our gifts to un-
cover the unlimited poten-
tial of our students.  When 
teachers embrace their stu-
dents’ varied learning 
styles, classrooms suddenly 
come to life and students 
begin to soar. 

What Great Teachers Do Differently 
The book bearing this title is authored by Todd Whitaker and guides educators through 
14 things that matter most in teaching and learning. 

The first guide for great teachers is to never forget that it is people , not programs, that 
determine the quality of a school. Outstanding educators know that if a school has great 
teachers, it is a great school. Whitaker says there are only two ways to significantly improve 
a school. 1. Get better teachers. 2. Improve the teachers already in the school. 

Never forget how valuable you are as a teacher and the impact you have on the lives of our 
children. Great teachers know that programs are never the solution and they are never the 
problem. The key to excellence is great people.  We should all strive to continue to grow 
and improve to better serve our children. 
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