
      The Power of Close Reading      
   Close reading is a careful 
and purposeful reading of a 
text. It becomes an encounter 
with the text where students 
really focus on what the au-
thor has to say, what the au-
thor’s purpose is, what the 
words mean, and what the 
structure of the text is telling 
us. Louise Rosenblatt talked 
about it as a “transaction be-
tween the reader and the 
text.”  

    The Common Core State 
Standards do not address 
“close reading.” However, the 
concept is deeply embedded 
within the standards them-

selves. For example, the 
CCSS require that students           
provide evidence and justi-
fication for their answers. 
The only way for students 
to do this is for them to 
have read closely.  When 
students read closely, they 
are paying careful attention 
to the words, ideas, struc-
ture, and purpose of the 
text. This prepares them to 
answer complex questions 
that require deep thinking. 
They are able to process 
what the author said and 
compare that with what 
they know, what they be-
lieve, and what they think.  

   Teachers need to model 
close reading for their stu-
dents. Direct instruction in 
close reading strategies will 
empower your students to 
practice close reading on 

their own. The following video is an 
excellent tool to use when demonstrat-
ing close reading in your classroom: 
Click HERE. 

How Do I Effectively Implement Close Reading? 
    Close reading requires a substantial emphasis on readers figuring out a high quality text. This "figuring out" is accomplished primarily by reading and 

discussing the text (as opposed to being told about the text by a teacher or being informed about it through some textbook commentary). Because challeng-

ing texts do not give up their meanings easily, it is essential that readers re-read such texts (not all texts are worth close reading). A first reading is about 

figuring out what a text says. It is purely an issue of reading comprehension. Thus, if someone is reading a story, he/should be able to retell the plot; if 

someone is reading a science chapter, he/she should be able to answer questions about the key ideas and details of the text.  

    A second reading would focus on figuring out how this text worked. How did the author organize it? What literary devices were used and how effective 

were they? What was the quality of the evidence? If data were presented, how was that done? Why did the author choose this word or that word? Was the 

meaning of a key term consistent or did it change across the text? This second reading might be a total re-reading or a partial and targeted re-reading of 

key portions, but it would not be aimed at just determining what the text said. 

   Finally, with the information gleaned from the first two readings, a reader is ready to carry out a third reading—going even deeper. What does this text 

mean? What was the author’s point? What does it have to say to me about my life or my world? How do I evaluate the quality of this work—aesthetically, 

substantively? How does this text connect to other texts I know? 

   Thus, close reading is an intensive analysis of a text in order to come to terms with what it says, how it says it, and what it means. With this brief descrip-

tion of the essentials of close reading (e.g., intense emphasis on text, figuring out the text by thinking about the words and ideas in the text, minimization of 

external explanations, multiple and dynamic rereading, multiple purposes that focus on what a text says, how it says it, and what it means or what its value 

is), teachers can start to think clearly about a number of issues in close reading. 
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5 Close Reading Strategies 

 Number the paragraphs 

 Chunk the text 

 Underline and circle—with a 
purpose 

 Left margin: What is the author 
saying? 

 Right margin: Dig deeper into 
the text 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=adXdTXEzmzE
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/documents/CloseReading.html
http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~wricntr/documents/CloseReading.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/reading_lit.html
http://web.cn.edu/kwheeler/reading_lit.html
http://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/2012/06/what-is-close-reading.html
http://www.shanahanonliteracy.com/2012/06/what-is-close-reading.html
http://www.theteachersguide.com/classroommanagement.htm
http://www.theteachersguide.com/classroommanagement.htm
http://www.theteachersguide.com/classroommanagement.htm
http://cartercountyteachersconnect.blogspot.com/2013/03/great-books-related-to-education-and.html
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=close+reading+books
http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=nb_sb_noss_1?url=search-alias%3Daps&field-keywords=close+reading+books

