
pendent components (where 
there are multiple parts but 
each one is its on question ad-
dressing the same content); and 
response-to-provided-
information questions (such as 
graphics, data, or informational 
text). 

This week’s links are all 

about constructed response, no 

matter the type, and how to 

cope with demands of rigorous 

content coupled with the diffi-

cult task of teaching students to 

compose answers to these types 

of questions. Once our children 

have mastered the Common 

Core, we can help them master 

the craft of constructed re-

sponse. 

There are two kinds 
of constructed response 
questions on the KPREP test: 
short response and extended 
response. Third grade stu-
dents do short response 
questions only. These ques-
tions are scored on a 0-2 
point scale. Students in 
grades 4 and higher do short 
response as well as extended 
response questions, which 
are scored on a 0-4 point 
scale. Constructed response 
questions are given in read-
ing, math, science and social 
studies content areas, de-
pending on the grade level 
being tested. For example, 
students in grades 4 and 7 
are tested in science, math 
and reading while students in 
grades 5 and 8 are tested in 
social studies, math and 
reading.  Teachers should be 
aware of which areas are 
being tested at their grade 
level and the types of ques-
tions their students will be 
asked to complete. 

Teachers have many 
concerns about the strength 

of student answers to constructed 
response questions. Oftentimes, 
they wonder if their children are 
saying enough to get the highest 
scores. The Kentucky Department 
of Education has published scoring 
guides for both types of construct-
ed response questions. We have 
attached a link to those rubrics in 
our “Inside This Issue” section. 
Some tips to share with students 
that might help them improve their 
responses to these questions are:  
restate the question, cite textual 
evidence, provide support/
examples/connections/justification, 
answer all parts of the question, 
label answer(s), be precise and 
clear, and demonstrate an in-depth 
understanding of the content.  

There are several kinds of 
extended response questions: 
scaffolded questions (multipart 
questions where one part depends 
on the other and the tasks become 
increasingly more complex); single- 
dimension questions 
(straightforward questions where 
the student draw a conclusion, ex-
plain a procedure, etc. and support 
it with examples, details, and so 
forth); two or more fairly inde-
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 Teachers are often requesting help with writing of all kinds. Thanks to the assistance  
of a very special teacher in our district, we are able to share some links to a few web re-
sources that may help you as you search for ways to inspire your students to write.  
 

                                  
 ABC Teach Writing Prompts 

 
                        Creative Writing Prompts 
 
                         Retire Tired Words 
 
                  Persuasive Writing Prompts 

http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/K-PREP.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Pages/K-PREP.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/AA/items/Pages/K-PREPItems.aspx
http://education.ky.gov/AA/items/Pages/K-PREPItems.aspx
https://www.schooltube.com/video/d9bc0a6175ed4adb8118/How%20to%20Write%20an%20Extended%20Response
https://www.schooltube.com/video/d9bc0a6175ed4adb8118/How%20to%20Write%20an%20Extended%20Response
https://www.schooltube.com/video/d9bc0a6175ed4adb8118/How%20to%20Write%20an%20Extended%20Response
http://mdk12.org/searchresults.html?cx=001108966000364327580%3Ajgm4dtsfxhi&cof=FORID%3A11&q=constructed+response+itmes
http://mdk12.org/searchresults.html?cx=001108966000364327580%3Ajgm4dtsfxhi&cof=FORID%3A11&q=constructed+response+itmes
http://mdk12.org/searchresults.html?cx=001108966000364327580%3Ajgm4dtsfxhi&cof=FORID%3A11&q=constructed+response+itmes
http://www.abcteach.com/free/members/14374.pdf
http://www.abcteach.com/free/members/14374.pdf
http://www.abcteach.com/directory/subjects-language-arts-writing-writing-prompts-1845-2-1
http://www.creativewritingprompts.com/
http://www.busyteacherscafe.com/literacy/tired_words.html
http://www.buzzle.com/articles/writing-prompts-for-kids-in-elementary-and-middle-school.html#persuasive-writing

