
is important in reaching higher 

levels of student achievement.  

Carter County is at the greatest 

level of student achievement that 

we have ever been. This means 

that we must continually ask our-

selves to carefully examine our 

instruction in search of even the 

slightest way that we can tweak it 

or improve it. We do not want to 

leave even one child sitting be-

hind without the ability to read 

difficult text or solve challenging 

math problems. Let’s resolve to 

implement these new strategies 

to fidelity. What’s the harm in 

giving them our best try?  

Resolve to be The Standard of 

Excellence 

 Excellence surpasses 

ordinary standards. What, then, 

does this say to you and me? If 

we are to reach excellence, we 

must go beyond ordinary efforts 

and we should look beyond ordi-

nary solutions. Our district is 

overflowing with extraordinary 

people who possess extraordinary 

talent. So, in the New Year, let us 

all resolve to be especially diligent 

in doing our best work. Let us 

inspire our students, parents, and 

community as we demonstrate 

that we are, indeed, The Stand-

ard of Excellence.  

The beginning of a new 

calendar year is always a great 

time to start fresh. As a result, 

many of us will find ourselves 

making New Year’s Resolu-

tions. Some of us promise to 

lose weight. Others may 

pledge to stop procrastinating 

and tackle that long put-off 

house project. Educators 

often use the New Year to 

resolve to do better by their 

students and profession. 

Perhaps you have re-

solved to make some adjust-

ments to your classroom in-

struction come January 4. 

Maybe you have a desire to 

implement more Kagan struc-

tures or to help your students’ 

dig deeper into goal setting. 

Are you excited to see how 

great of an impact PVR will 

have on your students reading 

test scores?  It is possible that 

you are just seeking more 

opportunities to build lasting 

relationships with your kids—

the kinds of bonds that will 

have them remembering your 

class as the best time they 

ever had in school.  

Here are some possible 

resolutions you might be con-

sidering, along with some tips 

to help keep those promises. 

Resolve to Increase               

Active Engagement 

A great way to keep kids en-

gaged is with rigorous and relevant 

content and by finding ways to 

make every child accountable. Ka-

gan structures can be the perfect 

tool for student accountability and 

the kids feel like they are having 

fun! Ask yourself: What activities 

have I planned to intensify student 

curiosity? Are my students experi-

encing productive struggle? Is the 

depth of my lesson aligned to the 

standard I am teaching? When chil-

dren are engaged—they are learn-

ing.  

Resolve to Utilize Reading 

Strategies 

 Know them… teach 

them….post them…reference them 

daily: Summarize, Predict, Monitor 

and Clarify, Visualize, Question, 

Infer. Make these strategies a part 

of your daily routine in EVERY con-

tent area. When we explicitly teach 

our students to read…guess what? 

They become better readers!  

Resolve to Implement District 

Initiatives 

 PVR, QFT, TWA…It’s our 

newest list of acronyms! Each one 

New Year’s Resolutions 

I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

K-5 Reading Pas-

sages 

 

Student Fluency 

Passages 

 

English for Every-

one 

 

Reading Compre-

hension 

 

How to Keep Kids 

Engaged 

 

Friday Focus 

D E C E M B E R  1 8 ,  2 0 1 5  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  1 5  

 December 21 

Christmas 

Break 

 Jan. 4 First Day 

Back 

 Jan. 8 3-5 Acad-

emy 

 Jan. 11 K/1 

Academy 

 Jan. 12 2nd 

Academy 
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http://www.k5learning.com/reading-comprehension-worksheets/fifth-grade-5
http://www.k5learning.com/reading-comprehension-worksheets/fifth-grade-5
http://treasures.macmillanmh.com/california/teachers/building-reading-and-writing-skills/student-fluency-passages
http://treasures.macmillanmh.com/california/teachers/building-reading-and-writing-skills/student-fluency-passages
http://www.englishforeveryone.org/Topics/Reading-Comprehension.htm
http://www.englishforeveryone.org/Topics/Reading-Comprehension.htm
http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm
http://www.rhlschool.com/reading.htm
http://www.edutopia.org/classroom-student-participation-tips
http://www.edutopia.org/classroom-student-participation-tips

