
throughout the school year.  

 The teacher’s attitude about 

the upcoming test determines student 

perception of the assessment. Creating 

an environment that is relaxed and fun 

makes test review appealing and enjoya-

ble. Student confidence soars when they 

feel ready for a challenge. As teachers, 

we long for a classroom filled with confi-

dent students as we enter the testing 
window.   While testing has become a 

stressful part of the school year, teachers 

have the power to transform this stress 

into positive energy as they encourage 

students to simply do their best and im-

press the world with their knowledge! 

   It’s that time of year again…

testing time! After a year of hard 

work and study, students will be 

given a chance to demonstrate all 

that they have learned.   Many 

classroom teachers use this criti-

cal pre-testing season as an op-

portunity to review the year’s 
content with their students. The 

trick is to keep students enter-

tained while maintaining a focus 

on curriculum and standards. How 

can teachers achieve this seeming-

ly impossible task? The main goal 

must be student engagement. 

 Students at every grade 

level enjoy competition. 

Teachers should take ad-

vantage of children’s com-

petitive nature by allowing 

them to play games, have 

races, and participate in oth-
er types of fun review activi-

ties. Differentiation is a pow-

erful tool during review be-

cause teachers can meet the 

needs of a variety of stu-

dents at a variety of levels by 

having different activities 

occurring throughout the 

room. Many teachers worry 

that students will become 

disengaged at this time of 

year and turn to inappropri-

ate behaviors. Hopefully, 

having an assortment of en-

gaging activities will support 

students as they review the 

content they have learned 

Great Review—It’s Up To You! 
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    Teaching In a Data-Driven Society 

(from Scholastic.com) 

 
 Teaching is data-driven for a very important reason. Students need to receive a high-

quality education and be challenged in their studies. Students need to realize that their dreams can 

become reality. In order to achieve academic success, students need to become strong readers and 

thinkers: 
 Disadvantaged students in the first grade have a vocabulary that is approximately half that of 

an advantaged student (2,900 and 5,800, respectively). 
 The educational careers of 25 to 40 percent of American children are imperiled because they 

don't read well enough, quickly enough, or easily enough. 
 Since 1983, more than 10 million Americans reached the 12th grade without having learned to 

read at a basic level. In the same period, more than 6 million Americans dropped out of high 

school altogether. 

 It is estimated that approximately 21 million Americans are illiterate. 
 It is a devastating thought, isn't it? We desire for our students to succeed, correct? How 

can we plan effectively if we don’t know where we stand? If we don’t give our students a chance to 

“prove themselves”? We collect data so that we know our next steps.  
 Whatever you hear, whatever you have done, whatever way you are motivated, persist in 

your teaching endeavors and realize it is very important to individualize student instruction by 

staying on top of your students' data. At times it may seem daunting or stressful, but you are only 

helping your students in the long run to become more effective learners. 

 

Click to go to 

Smart Ex-

change for 

this great 

game! 

Kooshball is       

another fun game 

for review! 
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