
 There are not many specific strategies named on John Hattie’s list of highest 

effect size, so when one is listed it deserves some special attention, especially when it 

carries the weight of a 1.2 effect size. Jigsaw is a cooperative learning strategy that helps 

students create their own learning. Teachers arrange students in groups. Each group 

member is assigned a different piece of information. Group members then join with 

members of other groups assigned the same piece of information, and research and/or 

share ideas about the information. Eventually, students return to their original groups to 

try to "piece together" a clear picture of the topic at hand. That's the simple overview.   

 What’s the power in the practice behind the jigsaw strategy? Jigsaw lends 

itself to differentiation. Students can be sent out to gather information on their own lev-

els, based on their own interests, etc. and return to their group empowered to share their 

knowledge. Jigsaw requires interdependence, helping to improve students’ attitudes to-

ward learning and toward each other. At the same time, Jigsaw requires independence as 

students gather research on their own in preparation for presenting to their peers. 

Placemat Consensus 

 Kagan strategies are cooperative learning at its best. At the heart of these 

strategies are the four key components: PIES— Positive interdependence, Indi-

vidual Accountability, Equal Participation, Simultaneous Interaction.  Using 

Placemat Consensus is very much like using the Jigsaw strategy.  

 During Placemat Consensus, each student is given a section of the place-

mat. Think time is provided.  This time could be for reading or researching a topic, 

piece of information or text, etc. This time is used for recording information on the 

student’s section of the placemat. At the end of time, students are given more time to 

rally share their information. Once that time has elapsed, another section of time is 

given for the group to reach a consensus for ideas on the topic provided for the cen-

ter of their mats.  Allow time for groups to share their thoughts at the end. 

 Whether the choice is to utilize Jigsaw or Placemat Consensus, coop-

erative learning with interdependence, accountability, and differentiation has 

an enormous impact on student achievement.  
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Carter County  

Schools 
Friday Focus 

 

 Feb 16 Kindergarten 

Academy @TCES 

 Feb 19 PD Day            

No School 

 Feb 20 District Title I 

Parent Night @ 6pm 

Central Office 

 Feb 22 5th Grade   

Math Club 

 

Students in Mr. Neff’s 

class at ECMS work 

with Earth-Sun-Moon 

models to determine 

phases, eclipses and 

tides.  
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http://oame.on.ca/main/files/thinklit/PlaceMat2.pdf
http://oame.on.ca/main/files/thinklit/PlaceMat2.pdf
http://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=50199
http://www.nsta.org/publications/news/story.aspx?id=50199
https://www.dailyteachingtools.com/cooperative-learning-jigsaw.html
http://www.adlit.org/strategies/22371/

