
 Teachers are master story tellers. The ability to weave together a great lesson is 

very similar to the skill of a great writer who crafts a stunning narrative from beginning to 

end. Think about all the creativity that is poured into developing an intriguing guiding 

question. It’s just like a great author who spends hours writing and re-writing the perfect 

hook. The middle of the lesson can be compared to the rising action. The teacher takes 

her students on a roller coaster ride of experiences, getting them excited about their learn-

ing and teaching them the skills they need to work on their own. Finally, the end of class 

arrives. Just like a great author, a great teacher provides closure with a wrap-up that leaves 

her students resolute in their learning for the day. 

 John Hattie’s work says much that recognizes the classroom teacher as the 

“author” of great lessons. Many practices that are relevant to high student achievement 

begin with planning strong lessons. Preparation for what will happen in the classroom is 

critical. Poor planning can damage our credibility. Lack of preparation can make us ap-

pear less able than we are and student achievement suffers.  Take a look at some of the 

teaching practices that begin with good planning and their incredible effects on student 

learning. 

 Teacher credibility—0.9 

 Integrating with prior knowledge—0.93 

 Scaffolding—0.82 

 Classroom discussion—0.82 

 Deliberate practice—0.79 

 Interventions for the learning disabled—0.77 

 Teacher clarity—0.75 

 Feedback—0.7 

 Acceleration—0.68 

 Direct Instruction—0.6 
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 January 15 No School 
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Kindergarten at TCES 
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 Congratulations to our 

first Google Certified Educa-

tors, Jenny Knipp and Nickie 

Blackburn.  We are so proud of 

you both.  Thank you for your 

dedication in supporting our 

teachers, students, and adminis-

trators.    We appreciate you 

both!!  
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