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Unit 2: American Literature: 

American Romanticism/Dark 

Romantics 

 

 

Essential Question 

 

What is American individualism? 
 

Guiding Questions 

Resources KCAS Vocabulary 
 

How do literary elements 

contribute to meaning and 

author intention? 

 

How do authors convey 

individualism and /or 

transcendentalism in their 

work? 

 

What characterization 

techniques did the author use? 

 

How do the theme(s) develop 

over the course of the text? 

 

How do the themes and ideas 

interact and build on one 

another to produce a complex 

account? 

 

How do multiple texts from the 

eighteenth, nineteenth, and 

early twentieth century treat 

similar themes and topics? 

 

What textual evidence supports 

“E” notes exemplar texts. 

“EA” notes exemplar authors. 

All resources highlighted are available at NHS. 

LITERARY TEXTS 

Novels 

 Frankenstein 

Poetry 

 “A Bird came down the Walk” (Emily Dickinson) 

(EA)  

 “Annabel Lee” (Edgar Allan Poe) (EA)  

 “Because I could not stop for Death” (Emily 

Dickinson) (E)  

 “I Hear America Singing” (Walt Whitman) (EA)  

 “Song of Myself” (Walt Whitman) (E)  

  “The Raven” (Edgar Allan Poe) (E) (This is a 

CCSS exemplar text for grades 9-10.)  

 “This is my letter to the World” (Emily Dickinson) 

(EA)  

 “When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom’d” 

(Walt Whitman) (EA)  

 

Short Stories 

 “The Devil and Tom Walker (Washington Irving)  

 “The Fall of the House of Usher” (Edgar Allan 

RL.11-12.2: Determine two or 

more themes or central ideas of a 

text and analyze their development 

over the course of the text, 

including how they interact and 

build on one another to produce a 

complex account; provide an 

objective summary of the text. 

RL.11-12.9: Demonstrate 

knowledge of eighteenth-, 

nineteenth-, and early twentieth-

century foundational works of 

American literature, including how 

two or more texts from the same 

period treat similar themes or 

topics. 

RI.11-12.5: Analyze and evaluate 

the effectiveness of the structure an 

author uses in his or her exposition 

or argument, including whether the 

structure makes points clear, 

convincing, and engaging. 

W.11-12.3: Write narratives to 

develop real or imagined 

experiences or events using 

effective technique, well-chosen 

details, and well-structured event 

Alliteration 

Anaphora 

Assonance 

Consonance 

Individualism 

Lyric poetry 

Manifest destiny 

Metonymy 

Noble savage 

Paradox 

Romanticism 

Synecdoche 

Transcendentalism 

Verbal irony 

 



 

 

the effectiveness of author’s 

choice of structure in his or her 

exposition/argument? 

 

What effective techniques did 

the author use to convey a 

clear and distinct perspective? 

 

 

Poe) (EA)  

 “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow” (Washington 

Irving)  

 “The Minister’s Black Veil” (Nathaniel 

Hawthorne) (EA)  

 “Young Goodman Brown” (Nathaniel Hawthorne) 

(EA)  

 

INFORMATIONAL TEXTS 

Essays 

 “Annexation” (John O’Sullivan) (United States 

Magazine and Democratic Review 17, No. 1, 1845)   

 “Brief life of Harvard’s 'Midwife': 1595-1643” 

(Peter J. Gomes)  

 “Civil Disobedience” (Henry David Thoreau) (EA)  

 “Self-Reliance” (Ralph Waldo Emerson) (EA)  

 “Society and Solitude” (Ralph Waldo Emerson) 

(E)  

 

Nonfiction 

 Walden; or, Life in the Woods (Henry David 

Thoreau) (E)  

 

Speeches 

 “Address to William Henry Harrison” (1810) 

(Shawnee Chief Tecumseh)  

 

sequences. 

W.11-12.10: Write routinely over 

extended time frames (time for 

research, reflection, and revision) 

and shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) for a range 

of tasks, purposes, and audiences.  

SL.11-12.4: Present information, 

findings, and supporting evidence, 

conveying a clear and distinct 

perspective, such that listeners can 

follow the line of reasoning, 

alternative or opposing 

perspectives are addressed, and the 

organization, development, 

substance, and style are 

appropriate to purpose, audience, 

and a range or formal and informal 

tasks. 

L.11-12.4: Determine or clarify 

the meaning of unknown and 

multiple-meaning words and 

phrases based on grades 11–12 

reading and content, choosing 

flexibly from a range of 

strategies.   

 

 

Learning Objectives 

Knowledge Reasoning Performance Product 

RL.11-12.2 

Identify two or more themes or central ideas 

 RL.11-12.2 

Analyze how the text develops two or more central 

W.11-12.10 

Writes routinely over 

W.11-12.3 

Write a narrative that:  
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of a text.  

 

Explain how the themes or central ideas 

interact and build on one another to produce 

a complex account. 

  

Know how to write an objective summary.  

 

RL.11-12.9 

Describe the historical context of 

______________ (18th, 19th, or 20th) 

century. 

  

Identify foundational works of 

_______________ (18th, 19th, or 20th) 

century. 

  

Distinguish between theme and topic. 

  

RI.11-12.5 

Identify the structure of the exposition or 

argument. 

  

Identify the points an author makes in an 

exposition or argument.  

 

W.11-12.3 

Define tone. 

  

Recognize how writers relate the 

significance of a problem, situation, or 

observation to a reader. 

 

Identify multiple points of view in narratives. 

  

Recognize multiple plot lines in narratives. 

ideas or themes throughout a text. 

  

Interpret how the text supports the themes or 

central ideas to produce a complex account of the 

text.  

 

Formulate an objective summary that includes 

how the text builds upon the central ideas or 

themes to produce a complex account of the text.  

 

RL.11-12.9 

Determine the theme or themes of foundational 

works of American Literature. 

  

Compare/contrast the treatment of similar themes 

from two or more texts from the ______________ 

(18th, 19th, or early 20th) century. 

  

Compare/contrast the treatment of similar topics 

from two or more texts from the ____________ 

(18th, 19th, early 20th) century.  

 

RI.11-12.5 

Based on the structure of the exposition or 

argument:  

 evaluate whether or not the points are 

clear  

 evaluate whether or not the points are 

convincing  

 evaluate whether or not the points are 

engaging for the reader  

 

Analyze the overall effectiveness of the structure 

of the exposition or argument.  

 

W.11-12.3 

Analyze how writers create tone. 

  

Develop a sequence of events that creates a 

extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and 

revision).  

 

Writes routinely over 

shorter time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two).  

 

SL.11-12.4 

Present:  

 information  

 findings  

 supporting 

evidence  

conveying a clear and 

distinct perspective so that 

listeners can follow the line 

of reasoning. 

  

Include:  

 alternative 

perspectives  

 opposing 

perspectives  

Utilize appropriate:  

 organization  

 development  

 substance  

 style  

for:  

 purpose  

 audience  

 a range of formal 

and informal tasks  

 

 creates a particular 

tone  

 engages the reader with 

a significant problem, 

situation, or 

observation and 

introduces a narrator 

and/or characters  

 establishes multiple 

points of view  

 creates a desired tone  

 uses techniques such as 

dialogue, pacing, 

description, reflection, 

and multiple plot lines 

to develop experiences, 

events, characters and 

build toward a 

particular outcome  

 uses a variety of 

transitions to develop a 

coherent sequence of 

events  

 uses appropriate 

precise, descriptive, 

and sensory language  

 includes a reflective 

conclusion that flows 

from what is 

experienced, observed, 

or resolved  

 

 

 



 

 

  

Recognize techniques writers use to build 

toward a particular outcome.  

 

W.11-12.10 

Recognize:  

 task  

 audience  

 purposes  

 

SL.11-12.4 

Identify:  

 information/findings  

 clear, distinct perspective  

 

Recognize that presentation of information is 

determined by analysis of purpose, audience, 

and task. 

  

Recognize that issues generate alternative 

and opposing perspectives.  

 

L.11-12.4 

Recognize context clues (e.g., the overall 

meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a 

word’s position or function in a sentence). 

  

Identify words and phrases that have 

multiple meanings. 

  

Recognize patterns of word changes that 

indicate meaning or part of speech (e.g., 

conceive, conception, conceivable). 

  

Consult specialized and general print and 

digital reference materials to find:  

 word pronunciation  

desired tone and outcome. 

  

Determine appropriate techniques to relate 

significance.  

Analyze:  

 multiple points of view of various 

narratives  

 use of multiple plot lines in narratives  

 

Use a variety of techniques to logically sequence 

and connect events. 

  

Analyze the relationships among experiences and 

events. 

  

Design an organized sequence of events with 

dialogue to develop experiences, events, and/or 

characters. 

  

Use precise, descriptive, and sensory language to 

develop vivid images of experiences, events, 

setting, characters. 

  

Develop conclusions that reflect on what is 

experienced, observed, or resolved in a narrative.  

 

W.11-12.10 

Determine when to write:  

 routinely over extended time frames (time 

for research, reflection, and revision)  

 routinely over shorter time frames (a 

single sitting or a day or two)  

 

Determine organizational structure for a range of 

tasks, purposes, and audiences. 

 

SL.11-12.4 

Determine:  

 supporting evidence  
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 meaning  

 part of speech  

 etymology  

 standard usage  

 

 logical organization  

 alternative or opposing viewpoints  

and appropriate:  

 development  

 substance  

 style  

to:  

 purpose  

 audience  

 range of formal and informal tasks  

 

L.11-12.4 

Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a 

sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or 

function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of 

a multiple meaning or unknown word or phrase.  

 

Use patterns of word changes to determine 

meaning (e.g., conceive, conception, conceivable). 

  

Choose flexibly from a range of vocabulary 

strategies to determine or clarify the meaning of an 

unknown or multiple‐meaning word or phrase. 

  

Verify preliminary determination of the meaning 

of a word or phrase.  

Reading Focus Writing Response: Reader’s Notebook 

 

 

Thinking Stem Questions:  

After reading, use 2-3 of these thinking stems to help you 

respond. 
Thinking While You Read 

 I’m thinking… because… 

 I’m noticing… because… 

 I’m wondering… because… 

 I’m seeing… because… 



 

 

 I’m feeling… because… 

Making Connections/Using Schema 

 That reminds me of… because… 

 I think I already know… because… 

 I have a connection to… 

 I have a schema for… 

 I can relate to… because… 

Visualizing 

 I’m picturing… 

 I can imagine… 

 I can feel… 

 I can see… 

 My mental images include… 

Asking Questions 

 I wonder… 

 Why… 

 I don’t understand… 

 It confused me when… 

 How could… 

Inferring 

 I can tell that… because… 

 My guess is… because… 
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 Maybe… because… 

 Perhaps… because… 

 It could be that… 

 This could mean… 

 I predict… because… 

 My conclusion here is… 

 That’s just what I thought… 

Determining Importance 

 What’s important here is… 

 What matters to me is… 

 One thing we should notice is… 

 I want to remember… 

 It’s interesting that… 

Synthesizing 

 Now I understand why… 

 I’m changing my mind about… 

 I used to think____, but now I think… 

 My new thinking is… because… 

 I’m beginning to think… because… 

 

ELA Strands 



 

 

Art, Speaking and Listening  

After reading literary examples of American romanticism, examine the paintings featured. Why do you believe these are romantic paintings? What visual aspects do 

the artists employ to interact with the viewer? How do they use the formal principles of art and design? View Thomas Cole’s work "Romantic Landscape with 

Ruined Tower.” What has Cole done to create a "romantic landscape”? Continue viewing the other works of art as comparisons. After viewing all of these paintings, 

what do you think are the characteristics of a romantic work of art? Brainstorm a list of the visual aspects of romantic painting. (SL.11.2, SL.11.3) 

Reading Literature, Argument Writing  

Seminar: Select one of the short stories and explain why you think it is a good example of American romanticism. Use at least three pieces of textual evidence to 

support your position. Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your initial thoughts on the classroom blog in order to get feedback from your classmates. 

(RL.11-12.1, RL.11-12.9, W.11-12.2, SL.11-12.1) 

Reading Literature, Speaking and Listening  

Students will be given a passage they have not seen before from one of the other works by Hawthorne or Melville (teacher’s choice) and asked to provide a ten-

minute commentary on two of the following questions: 

 What is the primary significance of this passage? 

 Identify the poetic techniques used in this poem (or extract from a poem). Relate them to the content. 

 Which poetic techniques in this poem or extract are typical of the writer? 

 What are the effects of the dominant images used in this work? 

 What do you think the important themes in this work are? 

Record your commentary using a video camera so you can evaluate how well you answered the questions. (RL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.4, SL.11-12.6) 

Narrative Writing  

Write your own narrative essay in the style of Walden. Your teacher may give you the opportunity to post your first draft on a shared spreadsheet and receive 

feedback from classmates before publication. (W.11-12.3, W.11-12.9) 

Language Usage, Vocabulary  

Keep track of new words (or different uses of words that you know) in the works read in this unit. Use the dictionary to confirm the words’ definitions and parts of 

speech. Note their etymology and whether or how the author used the word differently than it is used today. In your journal—or on a shared spreadsheet completed 

with others—write new sentences of your own using each new word encountered. (L.11-12.4, W.11-12.4, W.11-12.6) 

Speaking and Listening  

Reflect on seminar questions, take notes on your responses in your journal or on a shared spreadsheet, and note the page numbers of the textual evidence you will 

refer to in your seminar and/or essay answers. Share your notes with a partner for feedback and guidance. Have you interpreted the text correctly? Is your evidence 

convincing? (RL.11-12.1, SL.11-12.1) 
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Argument Writing  

Seminar: Agree or disagree with this Emerson quotation: "What is popularly called Transcendentalism among us, is Idealism; Idealism as it appears in 1842.” Use at 

least three pieces of textual evidence to support your opinion. Your teacher may give you the opportunity to share your initial thoughts on the classroom blog in order 

to get feedback from your classmates. (RI.11-12.2, SL.11-12.6, W.11-12.9) 

Reading Literature, Reading Informational Text, Argument Writing  

(This writing assignment would follow the reading of biographical information about Anne Hutchinson—such as the Gomes essay—and The Scarlet Letter by 

Nathaniel Hawthorne.) In Chapter One of The Scarlet Letter, the author describes a rosebush that "had sprung up under the footsteps of the sainted Anne 

Hutchinson.” In the closing chapter of the novel, the narrator observes that Hester "assured them … of her firm belief that, at some higher period, when the world 

should have grown ripe for it, in heaven’s own time, a new truth would be revealed, in order to establish the whole relation between man and woman on a surer 

ground of mutual happiness.” Write an argument in response to the following question: Why does Hawthorne choose an intellectual rebel, Anne Hutchinson, to frame 

the story of Hester Prynne? Cite evidence from the texts to support your thesis; include citations from Hutchinson’s own work, if possible. Your teacher may give 

you the opportunity to share your initial thoughts on the classroom blog in order to get feedback from your classmates. (RL.11-12.1. RL.11-12.2, RL.11-12.5, RI.11-

12.1, RI.11-12.2, W.11-12.2, W.11-12.8) 

 

 

Resources: 

Kentucky Department of Education – KCAS 

Common Core Curriculum Maps - http://commoncore.org/maps/  

Barnes and Noble Booksellers - http://www.barnesandnoble.com/    

 

http://commoncore.org/maps/
http://www.barnesandnoble.com/

