
      Great Review...It’s Up To You!      
    It’s that time of year 
again…testing time! After a 
year of hard work and study, 
students will be given a 
chance to demonstrate all 
that they have learned.   
Many classroom teachers use 
this critical pre-testing season 
as an opportunity to review 
the year’s content with their 
students. The trick is to keep 
students entertained while 
maintaining a focus on cur-
riculum and standards. How 
can teachers achieve this 
seemingly impossible task? 
The main goal must be stu-
dent engagement. 

 Students at every 
grade level enjoy competition. 
Teachers should take advan-

tage of children’s competi-
tive nature by allowing 
them to play games, have 
races, and participate in 
other types of fun review 
activities. Differentiation is 
a powerful tool during re-
view because teachers can 
meet the needs of a variety 
of students at a variety of 
levels by having different 
activities occurring 
throughout the room. 
Many teachers worry that 
students will become disen-
gaged at this time of year 
and turn to inappropriate 
behaviors. Hopefully, hav-
ing an assortment of engag-
ing activities will support 
students as they review the 
content they have learned 
throughout the school year.  

The teacher’s attitude 
about the upcoming test 

determines student perception of the 
assessment. Creating an environment 
that is relaxed and fun makes test re-
view appealing and enjoyable. Student 
confidence soars when they feel ready 
for a challenge. As teachers, we long 
for a classroom filled with confident 
students as we enter the testing win-
dow.   While testing has become a 
stressful part of the school year, teach-
ers have the power to transform this 
stress into positive energy as they en-
courage students to simply do their 
best and impress the world with their 
knowledge! 

Big Test Pep Rallies: 2, 4, 6, 8 -- Taking Tests And Feeling Great!  
         The screams went off the decibel chart as the cheerleaders and the school mascot, rocked the gym at the elementary 

school pumping up the crowd Friday afternoon....  

          A little stress over tests can keep kids on their toes, but too much will knock them off their feet. So, taking a page 

from the athletic department's playbook, schools are using the popular "pep rally" to get students excited and moti-

vated to do their best on upcoming standardized tests. Even teachers report that the chance to "let their hair down" and 

put aside the pressure to perform is a welcome break that makes a lasting impression on them as well as the students as 

they face one of the school year's biggest challenges.  Schools are inspiring their students through pep rallies full of 

cheers, skits, and fun.  

  "It's like pepping up a sports team for the big game, but in this case the big game is the state tests, and the players 

are all of the students.” 

   A little stress can be beneficial in getting students to understand the importance of doing the best job, but too much 

can be a disadvantage.  Students become anxious and make silly mistakes or feel overwhelmed and fill in answers at 

random. Events like an academic pep rally can help. 

  Seeing their teachers get silly helps the kids to relax. Using motivational songs and cheers and inviting the students 

to participate is fun and it gives students a chance to get motivated while releasing their anxiety in a positive way. 

Teachers can perform a play/skit that highlights good test practices like being well-rested and eating a healthy breakfast 

on the big day.  On test morning there will be a feeling of being united.  Kids will feel supported and special and know 

that they are loved and appreciated, even if they don't have all the answers. 

Volume 1, Issue 21 

April 26,  2013 

 
Making Test Review 

Fun 

 

Middle and High 
School Test Review 

Games 

 

Five Games for Test 
Review 

 

Test-Taking Tips and 
Anxiety Busters 

 

Carter County Teach-
ers Connect Blog 

 

Test Prep and Review  

  

 
Inside this issue: 

 

   Friday Focus 
Car ter  County Schools  

Click to go to 
Smart Ex-
change for 
this great 

game! 

Kooshball is       
another fun 

game for review! 

Click    
picture for 
the KPREP  
blueprint! 

http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/make-test-review-fun
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/make-test-review-fun
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/teaching-middle-school/80644-four-successful-review-activities/
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/teaching-middle-school/80644-four-successful-review-activities/
http://www.brighthubeducation.com/teaching-middle-school/80644-four-successful-review-activities/
http://adulted.about.com/od/classroommanagement/tp/5-Games-For-Test-Review.htm
http://adulted.about.com/od/classroommanagement/tp/5-Games-For-Test-Review.htm
http://departingthetext.blogspot.com/2012/11/test-taking-talents-anxiety-busters-and.html
http://departingthetext.blogspot.com/2012/11/test-taking-talents-anxiety-busters-and.html
http://cartercountyteachersconnect.blogspot.com/2013/03/great-books-related-to-education-and.html
http://www.nea.org/tools/lessons/Test-Prep-Review-Strategies-Grades-6-8.htm
http://education.ky.gov/AA/distsupp/Documents/KPREPBlueprints.pdf
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=7fdc0436-bbaf-4909-95ce-257e6ebad911
http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=f0400a83-0731-40fe-a8ad-a98e2aaa18c1

