
A new era of standardized testing is upon us with the dawn of the Common Core Standards assessments, and dis-

tricts all over the country are adjusting their curriculums to meet the challenge. The Common Core requires students to 

think and learn in a much deeper way, and one of the best ways to facilitate that deeper learning is to get kids writing. 

Not just in English class, but all the time. 

 

      “Writing is an absolute imperative for success with the Common Core,” said Steve Peha, founder of Teaching That 

Makes Sense, a national education consultancy specializing in literacy, leadership and school-wide change. “The Com-

mon Core and its associated tests set a significantly higher bar for student achievement. When you include the Next 

Generation Science Standards, it’s pretty easy to see that kids are going to have to be much better writers than they 

have ever been before. Writing regularly, in all subject areas but especially in math, social studies, and science is going 

to be crucial.” 

In recent years, many districts 

across the country have pushed arts and 

humanities instruction to the sidelines. 

Thankfully, Kentucky has seen fit to 

maintain an emphasis on arts integra-

tion across all content areas. While 

many schools across the country have 

seen their arts programs trimmed or 

disappear (which goes against many 

educators' instincts that say that creativ-

ity and the arts help students to become 

stronger readers, writers and mathema-

ticians) we have been fortunate to be 

able to keep our students engaged in 

the study of art, music, drama, and 

dance. 

As it turns out, the research sup-

ports this instruction. In fact, some 

would argue that art fosters its own set 

of skills and knowledge that is just as 

valuable as anything children learn in 

other subject areas. 

Here’s a summary of some of the 

key research and thinking:  
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