
Friday Focus 

What To Do With Struggling Readers 

      What happens when kids can’t read? 

They give up. They become disengaged, defiant, 

and desperate. If you are a teacher who wants to 

help struggling readers, the good news is that 

explicit reading instruction can make a differ-

ence. 

 Kylene Beers created two categories of 

readers: independent and dependent. She said 

independent readers are able to: figure out what 

is confusing them, set goals for getting through 

the reading, use many strategies for getting 

through the text, and make the mostly invisible 

process of comprehension visible. On the other 

hand, dependent readers: stop, appeal to the 

teacher, read on through, and keep the mostly 

invisible process of comprehension at the invisi-

ble level. Don’t we all recognize these students 

from our own classrooms? Are you already think-

ing about explicit strategies that you can utilize to 

transform those type two kids into independent 

readers? 

 Our goal is not to tell kids that they will 

never struggle with text. Rather, we must teach our 

children how to successfully struggle with text. 

This is why we help them use tools such as text 

annotation. This is why we ask them to identify the 

purpose for their reading. This is why it is critical 

for our kids to be able to predict, infer, summarize, 

visualize, etc. about the text in front of them. And, 

this is why our word walls are crucial pieces of our 

classroom environment. Readers—independent and 

dependent—need these experiences to cope with 

the texts before them. It is up to us to explicitly 

teach them how to handle their daily reading. 
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• They recognize that reading is done for a purpose, to get meaning, and that this involves the reader actively participating. 

• They use a variety of comprehension strategies such as predicting, summarizing, questioning and visualizing the text. 

• They make inferences about the text. 

• They use prior knowledge about their lives and their world to inform their understanding of a text. 

• They monitor their understanding of a text, identify what is challenging, and have strategies to improve their understanding. 

• They evaluate their enjoyment of a text and why it did or did not appeal to them. 

• They know many vocabulary words and how to use the context, word parts, and roots to help understand new words. 

• They recognize most words automatically, read fluently, vary their reading rate, and “hear” the text as they read. 

What Good Readers Do 
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