
High School Arts and Humanities Curriculum Map 
 

Music 
 
 Big Idea: Structure in the Arts  
Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists use 
include elements and principles of each art form, tools, media, and subject matter that impact artistic products, and specific styles and genre that provide a 
context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process that results in a distinctively expressive work. Students 
make choices about how to use structural organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the greater their ability to 
produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.23 Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted standards.  

 

Pacing 
Structure in the Arts - Music 

I Can’s Literacy Standards 
Understandings Skills and Concepts 

  AH-HS-SA-U-1  

Students will understand that the 
elements of music, dance, and 
drama are intentionally applied in 
creating and performing.  
 
AH-HS-SA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
responding to and critiquing works 
of art involves an understanding of 
elements, principles, and structures 
appropriate to each area of the 
arts.  
 
AH-HS-SA-U-4  
Students will understand that 
existing and emerging technologies 
can inspire new applications of 
structural components.  

 

AH-HS-SA-S-Mu1  

Students will use appropriate 
terminology to analyze and evaluate the 
use of elements in a variety of music 
(rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, 
timbre, dynamics).  
 
AH-HS-SA-S-Mu2  

Students will apply the elements of 
music with technical accuracy and 
expression while performing, singing, 
playing instruments, moving, listening, 
reading music, writing music, and 
creating music independently and with 
others.  
 
AH-HS-SA-S-Mu3  
Students will listen to and analyze how 
changing different elements results in 
different musical effects.  
 
AH-HS-SA-S-Mu4  

Students will recognize, describe, and 
compare various styles of music (rondo, 
theme and variation, opera – overture, 
aria, recitative, movements of a 
classical symphony).  
 

 

I can understand that the 
elements of music are 
intentionally applied in 
creating and performing. 
 
I can understand that 
responding to and 
critiquing works of art 
involves an understanding 
of elements, principles, 
and structures appropriate 
to each area of the arts. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-
10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.4, 11-
12.4, 9-10.5, 11-12.5 

Critical Vocabulary: 

 
Elements of music (rhythm, tempo, melody, harmony, form, 
timbre, dynamics) 
Aria 
Form 
Minuet 
Opera 
Overture 
Recitative 
Rondo 
Scherzo 
 



Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts  
The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings, and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows one to experience time, place, and/or personality. By 
experiencing the arts of various cultures, students can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings, and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the 
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying 
the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate their own 
cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts.  
Academic Expectations  
2.24 Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing 
Humanity in the Arts – Music 

I Can’s Literacy Standards 
Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-HA-U-1  
Students will understand that the arts 
are powerful tools for understanding 
human experiences both past and 
present.  

 
AH-HS-HA-U-2  

Students will understand that the arts 
help us understand others’ (often very 
different) ways of thinking, working, 
and expressing ourselves.  

 
AH-HS-HA-U-3  
Students will understand that the arts 
play a major role in the creation and 
defining of cultures and building 
civilizations.  

AH-HS-HA-S-Mu1  
Students will describe, analyze and 
evaluate distinguishing characteristics of 
music representing a variety of world 
cultures and historical/style periods 
(European: Renaissance, Baroque, Neo-
Classicism/”Classical,” Romanticism, 
Impressionism/Post-Impressionism, 
Modern and Contemporary; American: 
Modern and Contemporary).  

 
AH-HS-HA-S-Mu2  
Students will listen to, perform, and 
classify music representing a variety of 
world cultures and historical/style periods.  

 
AH-HS-HA-S-Mu3  
Students will examine music from various 
world cultures and explain how music 
reflects the culture, cultural beliefs, or 
blending of cultures; use examples to 
illustrate how music has directly influenced 
society or culture.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

I can understand that the 
arts are powerful tools for 
understanding human 
experiences both past and 
present. 
 
I can understand that the 
arts help us understand 
others’ way of thinking, 
working, and expressing 
ourselves. 
 
I can understand that the 
arts play a major role in the 
creation and defining of 
cultures and building 
civilizations. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-
10.1, 11-12.1, 9-10.4, 11-
12.4, 9-10.5, 11-12.5, 9-
10.6, 11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-
12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 

Renaissance  
Baroque 
Classical 
Romanticism 
Impressionism 
Modernism 
Contemporary 
 



Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to 
serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative manner, to 
imitate nature, and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals, celebrations, and commemorations. Addi tionally, they are used for 
recreation and to support recreational activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances and through those 
of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and use them for a variety of purposes in society.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing 
Purposes for Creating the Arts – Music 

I Can’s Literacy Standards 
Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-PCA-U-1  
Students will understand that the arts 
fulfill a variety of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues and ideas, to 
entertain, to teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and beautify).  

 
AH-HS-PCA-U-2  
Students will understand that the arts 
have value and significance for daily 
life. They provide personal fulfillment, 
whether in vocational settings, 
avocational pursuits, or leisure.  

 
AH-HS-PCA-U-3  
Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of nonverbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

AH-HS-PCA-S-Mu1  
Students will compare, interpret, and 
explain purposes for which music is 
created to fulfill (ceremonial, recreational, 
artistic expression).  

 
AH-HS-PCA-S-Mu2  

Students will create new, listen to, choose 
and perform music to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes.  

I can understand that the 
arts help us understand 
others’ way of thinking, 
working, and expressing 
ourselves. 
 
I can understand that the 
arts play a major role in the 
creation and defining of 
cultures and building 
civilizations. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-
10.6, 11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-
12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 

Purposes of Music - Artistic Expression, Ceremonial, 
Patriotic, Recreational 
 



Big Idea: Processes in the Arts  
There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works, performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to 
artworks. Each process is critical and relies on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings, or beliefs. The visual arts capture a moment 
in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally 
and intellectually based on the meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities, and appreciation of others. Students involved in these 
processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past and present, and for the value of artistic expression.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as 
languages, literature, and history.  

Pacing 
Processes in the Arts – Music 

I Can’s 
Literacy 

Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-PA-U-1  

Students will understand that there 
are three distinct processes for 
involvement in the arts; creating new 
artworks, performing works previously 
created, and responding to artworks 
and performances.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-2  
Students will understand that full 
understanding and appreciation of the 
arts requires some degree of 
involvement in all three processes.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-3  

Students will understand that 
openness, respect for work, and an 
understanding of how artists apply 
elements and principles of design in 
creating and performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that enhance 
enjoyment of the observer.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-4  

Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can  
extend the reach of the art form to 
new audiences.  
 

AH-HS-PA-S-Mu1  
Students will be actively involved in creating, 
notating, improvising, and performing music (e.g., 
similar style answers to musical phrases, variations 
on given melodies, demonstrating unity/variety, 
tension/release, and balance) alone and with 
others.  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu2  

Students will use knowledge of musical elements 
and a variety of sound sources to create and 
perform music in an expressive manner.  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu3  

Students will sing or perform on instruments, alone 
or with others, reading basic music notation (with 
practice).  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu4  

Students will use knowledge of the elements of music 
and music terminology to describe and critique their 
own performances and the performances of others.  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu5  

Students will identify and apply criteria for 
evaluating music (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, interest, 
technical accuracy).  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu6  

Students will demonstrate behavior appropriate for 
observing the particular context and style of music 
being performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way.  
AH-HS-PA-S-Mu7  

Students will explore skills and training necessary for a 
variety of careers related to music.  

 

 

I can understand that the arts 
fulfill a variety of purposes in 
society (e.g., to present issues 
and ideas, to entertain, to teach 
or persuade, to design, plan and 
beautify). 
 
I can understand that the arts 
have value and significance for 
daily life. They provide personal 
fulfillment, whether in vocational 
settings, a vocational pursuits, or 
leisure. 
 
I can understand that the arts 
provide forms of nonverbal 
communication that can 
strengthen the presentation of 
ideas and emotions. 

 

Critical Vocabulary: 

Embellishment 
Notate 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.3, 11-12.3 



Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts  
The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships 
among the arts enables students to get a broad view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts as a 
mirror of human kind.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing 
Interrelationships Among the Arts 

I Can’s Literacy Standards 
Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-IAA-U-1  
understand that the arts are 
basic forms of human 
communication.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-2  

Students will understand that 
music, dance, drama, and 
visual art created in common 
cultures and/or common 
historical periods tend to reflect 
common attitudes, ideas, 
beliefs, and feelings.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
the arts provide forms of non-
verbal communication that can 
strengthen the presentation of 
ideas and emotions.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-4  
Students will understand that 
the modes of thinking and 
methods of the arts disciplines 
can be used to illuminate 
situations in other disciplines 
that require creative solutions.  

AH-HS-IAA-S-1  
explain common terms and concepts used in 
various arts (e.g., tempo in dance and music)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-2  

Students will analyze and explain how ideas and 
emotions expressed in one art form (e.g. theatre) 
are similar or different to ideas and emotions 
expressed another art form (e.g. dance)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-3  
Students will interpret and explain 
communication of common universal themes or 
ideas across different art forms; compare and 
explain connections between and among 
different art forms from the same culture, the 
same stylistic period, or the same time period  
AH-HS-IAA-S-4  

Students will explain commonalities between the 
arts and other subjects taught in the school (e.g., 
observation skills in visual arts and science, 
historical and cultural perspectives in the arts 
and social studies, shape in visual art and math, 
dance and a healthy lifestyle, fractions in music 
notation and math, composing music and writing)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-5  
Students will communicate common meaning 
through creating and performing in the arts  

I can understand that there 
are three distinct processes 
for involvement in the arts; 
creating new artworks, 
performing works previously 
created, and responding to 
artworks and performances. 
 
I can understand that full 
understanding and 
appreciation of the arts 
requires some degree of 
involvement in all three 
processes. 
 
I can understand that 
openness, respect for work, 
and an understanding of how 
artists apply elements and 
principles of design in 
creating and performing are 
personal attitudes and skills 
that enhance enjoyment of 
the observer. 
 
I can understand that existing 
and emerging technologies 
can extend the reach of the 
art form to new audiences. 

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RST.9-
10.9, 11-12.9 

 

 



Dance 

 
 Big Idea: Structure in the Arts  
Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists use 
include elements and principles of each art form, tools, media, and subject matter that impact artistic products, and specific styles and genre that provide a 
context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process that results in a distinctively expressive work. Students 
make choices about how to use structural organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the greater their ability to 
produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.23 Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted standards.  

 

Pacing 
Structure in the Arts - Dance 

I Can’s 
Literacy 

Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-SA-U-1  

Students will understand that the 
elements of music, dance, and drama 
are intentionally applied in creating 
and performing.  

 
AH-HS-SA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
responding to and critiquing works of 
art involves an understanding of 
elements, principles, and structures 
appropriate to each area of the arts.  
  
AH-HS-SA-U-4  
Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
inspire new applications of structural 
components. 

AH-HS-SA-S-Da1  

Students will use appropriate terminology to 
analyze and evaluate the use of elements in a 
variety of dance (space, time, force)  

 
AH-HS-SA-S-Da2  

Students will apply elements of dance and 
principles of movement (e.g., balance, initiation 
of movement, weight shift) to:  

 expressively create and perform a range 
of patterns of movement  

 analyze and evaluate the use of 
choreographic forms in dance. (theme 
and variation, rondo, narrative)  

 analyze and describe how themes in 
dances and styles of dance 
communicate ideas and feelings  

 identify and explain characteristics of 
dance styles (ballet, tap, jazz, modern)  

  
AH-HS-SA-S-Da3  
Students will describe and analyze the 
relationships between and among music, 
costumes, lighting, props/scenery, and 
choreography  

 
AH-HS-HA-S-Da4  
Students will examine dance from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of time 
and place are reflected in a particular dance  
 

 

I can identify the elements 
of dance: space, time, and 
force. 
 
I can identify and discuss 
choreographic forms: theme 
and variations, rondo, and 
narrative. 
 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1, 11-12.1, 9-10.4, 
11-12.4, 9-10.5, 11-12.5, 
9-10.7, 11-12.7,  
 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Elements of dance: space, 
time, and force 
 
Theme & Variation 
 
AB, ABA, Rondo, Canon, 
Call & Response, narrative 



Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to 
serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative manner, to 
imitate nature, and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals, celebrations, and commemorations. Addi tionally, they are used for 
recreation and to support recreational activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances and through those 
of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and use them for a variety of purposes in society.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing 
Purposes for Creating the Arts – Dance 

I Can’s 
Literacy 

Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-PCA-U-1  

Students will understand that the arts 
fulfill a variety of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues and ideas, to 
entertain, to teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and beautify).  

 
AH-HS-PCA-U-2  
Students will understand that the arts 
have value and significance for daily 
life. They provide personal fulfillment, 
whether in vocational settings, 
avocational pursuits, or leisure.  
 
AH-HS-PCA-U-3  

Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of nonverbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AH-HS-PCA-S-Da1  
Students will compare, interpret, and explain 
purposes for which dance is created 
(ceremonial, recreational, artistic 
expression)  
 
AH-HS-PCA-S-Da2  
Students will create new, observe, choose 
and perform dance to fulfill a variety of 
specific purposes  

I can compare, interpret, 
and explain purposes for 
which a dance is created. 
 
I can create and perform a 
new dance to fulfill a variety 
of specific purposes. 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.3, 11-12.3, 9-10.6, 
11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 

 
Purposes of Dance 
(ceremonial, recreational, 
artistic expression) 



Big Idea: Processes in the Arts  
There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works, performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to 
artworks. Each process is critical and relies on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings, or beliefs. The visual arts capture a moment 
in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally 
and intellectually based on the meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities, and appreciation of others. Students involved in these 
processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past and present, and for the value of artistic expression.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as 
languages, literature, and history.  

Pacing 
Processes in the Arts – Dance 

I Can’s 
Literacy 

Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-PA-U-1  

Students will understand that there 
are three distinct processes for 
involvement in the arts; creating new 
artworks, performing works previously 
created, and responding to artworks 
and performances.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-2  
Students will understand that full 
understanding and appreciation of the 
arts requires some degree of 
involvement in all three processes.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
openness, respect for work, and an 
understanding of how artists apply 
elements and principles of design in 
creating and performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that enhance 
enjoyment of the observer.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-4  

Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
extend the reach of the art form to 
new audiences.  

AH-HS-PA-S-Da1  
Students will be actively involved 
(individually and in groups) in creating and 
performing dance (using the elements of 
dance: space, time and force) in a variety of 
choreographic forms (theme and variation, 
rondo, narrative). 
 
AH-HS-PA-S-Da2  
Students will demonstrate appropriate 
alignment, strength, and flexibility while 
performing dance movement.  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-Da3  

Students will apply knowledge of dance 
elements and dance terminology to:  

communicate thoughts, ideas and/or 
feelings  

performances and the performances of 
others  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-Da4  

Students will identify and apply criteria for 
evaluating dance (e.g., skill of performers, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, 
interest).  
 

I can create an individual or 
a group dance using dance 
elements (space, time, 
force) that communicates 
ideas or feelings. 
 
I can describe the three 
distinct processes for 
involvement in the arts: 
creating new artworks, 
performing/re-creating 
works previously created, 
and responding to artworks 
and performances. 
 
I can demonstrate 
appropriate alignment, 
strength, and flexibility while 
performing dance 
movements. 
 
I can perform dances 
utilizing various 
choreographic forms. 
 
I can expressively create 
and perform a dance to 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.3, 11-12.3, 9-10.6, 
11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Elements of Dance: 
space, time, force,  
 
Alignment 
Strength 
Flexibility 
 
Choreographic Forms: 
theme & variation 
rondo 
narrative 



 
AH-HS-PA-S-Da5  
Students will demonstrate behavior 
appropriate for observing the particular 
context and style of dance being performed; 
discuss opinions with peers in a supportive 
and constructive way.  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-Da6  

Students will explore skills and training 
necessary for a variety of careers related to 
dance.  

communicate thoughts, 
ideas, and/or feelings. 
 
I can recognize and 
demonstrate appropriate 
performance behaviors 
while performing either an 
original composition or 
works previously created. 
 
I can identify skills and 
training required for a 
variety of careers related to 
dance. 
 
I can identify and apply 
standards for evaluating 
dance compositions and 
performances. 
 
I can offer insightful and 
constructive feedback when 
evaluating the 
performances of my peers. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts  
The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships 
among the arts enables students to get a broad view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts as a 
mirror of human kind.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes. 

Pacing Interrelationships Among the Arts - Dance I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-IAA-U-1  
understand that the arts are basic 
forms of human communication.  
AH-HS-IAA-U-2  

Students will understand that music, 
dance, drama, and visual art created 
in common cultures and/or common 
historical periods tend to reflect 
common attitudes, ideas, beliefs, and 
feelings.  
AH-HS-IAA-U-3  
Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of non-verbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  
AH-HS-IAA-U-4  
Students will understand that the 
modes of thinking and methods of the 
arts disciplines can be used to 
illuminate situations in other 
disciplines that require creative 
solutions.  

AH-HS-IAA-S-1  
explain common terms and concepts used 
in various arts (e.g., tempo in dance and 
music)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-2  
Students will analyze and explain how ideas 
and emotions expressed in one art form 
(e.g. theatre) are similar or different to ideas 
and emotions expressed another art form 
(e.g. dance)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-3  
Students will interpret and explain 
communication of common universal 
themes or ideas across different art forms; 
compare and explain connections between 
and among different art forms from the 
same culture, the same stylistic period, or 
the same time period  
AH-HS-IAA-S-4  

Students will explain commonalities 
between the arts and other subjects taught 
in the school (e.g., observation skills in 
visual arts and science, historical and 
cultural perspectives in the arts and social 
studies, shape in visual art and math, dance 
and a healthy lifestyle, fractions in music 
notation and math, composing music and 
writing)  
AH-HS-IAA-S-5  

Students will communicate common 
meaning through creating and performing in 
the arts  

I can compare one art form 
to another from the same 
stylistic period. 
 
I can analyze and explain 
how ideas and emotions 
expressed in one art form 
are similar or different to 
that in another art form. 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.9, 11-12.9 



Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts 
The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings, and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows one to experience time, place, and/or personality. By 
experiencing the arts of various cultures, students can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings, and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the 
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying 
the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate their own 
cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts. 
 
Academic Expectations 
2.24 Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities. 
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history. 

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes. 

Pacing Humanity in the Arts - Dance I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 High School Enduring 
Knowledge – Understandings 
AH-HS-HA-U-1 

Students will understand that the 
arts are powerful tools for 
understanding human experiences 
both past and present. 
 
AH-HS-HA-U-2 

Students will understand that the 
arts help us understand others’ 
(often very different) ways of 
thinking, working, and expressing 
ourselves. 
 
AH-HS-HA-U-3 
Students will understand that the 
arts play a major role in the 
creation and defining of cultures 
and building civilizations. 
 

High School Skills and Concepts - Dance 
AH-HS-HA-S-Da1 

Students will describe, analyze, and evaluate 
distinguishing characteristics of dance representing 
a variety of world cultures and historical/style periods 
(European: Renaissance, Baroque, Modern and 
Contemporary Romantic; American: Realism, 
Modern and Contemporary) 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-Da2 

Students will observe, classify, and perform dance 
representing a variety of world cultures and 
historical/style periods 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-Da3 

Students will examine dance from various world 
cultures and explain how dance reflects the culture, 
cultural beliefs, or blending of cultures; use 
examples to illustrate how dance has directly 
influenced society or culture 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-Da4 

Students will examine dance from various time 
periods and explain how the influence of time and 
place are reflected in the dance 

I can list the historical periods 
of dance. 
 
I can discuss the dances, style 
characteristics, and major 
figures for each historical 
period/movement. 
 
I can analyze or evaluate how 
factors such as time, place, 
and ideas are reflected in 
dance. 
 
I can demonstrate how 
diversity in dance reflects our 
often very different ways of 
thinking, working, and 
expressing ourselves. 

 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 
11-12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 
9-10.5, 11-12.5, 9-10.6, 
11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7, 
9-10.8, 11-12.8 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
European Periods: 
Renaissance (court dances) 
 
American Styles: 
Early American 
Folk 
Social (square, swing, 
waltz) 
 



Drama/Theatre 

 
Big Idea: Structure in the Arts  
Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists 
use include elements and principles of each art form, tools, media, and subject matter that impact artistic products, and specific styles and genre that 
provide a context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process that results in a distinctively 
expressive work. Students make choices about how to use structural organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students 
understand, the greater their ability to produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different 
purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.23 Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted standards.  

 

Pacing Structure in the Arts – Drama/Theatre I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 High School Enduring Knowledge - 
Understandings 
AH-HS-SA-U-1 
Students will understand that the 
elements of music, dance, and drama 
are intentionally applied in creating 
and performing. 
 
AH-HS-SA-U-3 
Students will understand that 
responding to and critiquing works of 
art involves an understanding of 
elements, principles, and structures 
appropriate to each area of the arts. 
 
 

High School Skills and Concepts - 
Drama/Theatre 
AH-HS-SA-S-DT1 
Students will use appropriate terminology to 
analyze and evaluate the use of elements of 
drama (literary, technical, performance) in a 
variety of dramatic works 
 
AH-HS-SA-S-DT2 
Students will use the elements of drama to: 

 expressively create and perform 
dramatic works 

 explain how technical elements 
(staging, scenery, props, costumes, 
make-up, lighting, sound) and 

I can identify the technical, 
literary, and performance 
elements of drama/theatre. 
 
I can analyze or evaluate the 
use of literary elements in a 
play or dramatic work. 
 
I can analyze or evaluate the 
use of technical elements in a 
play or dramatic work. 
 
I can analyze or evaluate the 
use of performance elements 
in a play or dramatic work. 

 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 
11-12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 
9-10.4, 11-12.4, 9-10.5, 
11-12.5, 9-10.8, 11-12.8 



AH-HS-SA-U-4 
Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
inspire new applications of structural 
components 

performance elements (acting, 
speaking, nonverbal expression) 
create mood, believable characters, 
and advance the message being 
communicated 
 

AH-HS-SA-S-DT3 

Students will use print and non-print sources 
to explore and evaluate a variety of dramatic 
works (e.g., theater and dramatic media – 
film, television, electronic media) 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Literary Elements: script, plot, suspense, theme, setting, 

language, monologue, dialogue 

Technical Elements: scenery, sound, lights, make-up, props, 

costumes 

Performance Elements: acting, empathy, verbal expression, 

non-verbal expression, blocking 

Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts  
The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings, and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows one to experience time, place, and/or personality. By 
experiencing the arts of various cultures, students can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings, and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the 
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying 
the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate their own 
cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts.  
Academic Expectations  
2.24 Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 
humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing Humanity in the Arts – Drama/Theatre I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 High School Enduring Knowledge 
– Understandings 
AH-HS-HA-U-1 
Students will understand that the arts 
are powerful tools for understanding 
human experiences both past and 
present. 
 
AH-HS-HA-U-2 
Students will understand that the arts 
help us understand others’ (often very 
different) ways of thinking, working, 
and expressing ourselves. 
 
AH-HS-HA-U-3 
Students will understand that the arts 
play a major role in the creation and 

High School Skills and Concepts - 
Drama/Theatre 
AH-HS-HA-S-DT1 
Students will describe, analyze, and 
evaluate distinguishing characteristics of 
dramatic works representing a variety of 
world cultures (Japanese, American) and 
historical/style periods (European: 
Renaissance, Neo-Classicism/“Classical, 
Romanticism, Realism) 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-DT2 

Students will observe, classify, and perform 
dramatic works representing a variety of 
world cultures and historical/style periods 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-DT3 

I can list the historical 
periods of drama/theatre. 
 
I can discuss the dramatic 
works and characteristics of 
the historical periods of 
world cultures. 
 
I can compare and contrast 
dramatic works from various 
historical periods. 
 
I can analyze or evaluate 
how factors such as time, 
place, and ideas are 
reflected in drama/ theatre.  

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 
11-12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 
9-10.5, 11-12.5, 9-10.6, 
11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7, 
9-10.8, 11-12.8 



defining of cultures and building 
civilizations. 
 

Students will examine dramatic works from 
various world cultures and explain how 
dramatic works reflect the culture, cultural 
beliefs, or blending of cultures; use 
examples to illustrate how dramatic works 
have directly influenced society or culture 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-DT4 
Students will examine dramatic works from 
various time periods and explain how the 
influence of time and place are reflected in 
them 
 
AH-HS-HA-S-DT5 
Students will use print and non-print sources 
to explore, describe, and interpret universal 
themes, characterization, and situations in 
dramas and characteristics of theater from 
different cultures or time periods 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I can demonstrate how 
diversity in drama/theatre 
reflects our often very 
different ways of thinking, 
working, and expressing 
ourselves. 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Japanese Culture: 
Kabuki Theatre 
 
Historical Periods: 
Renaissance, Neo-
Classical, Romantic, 
Realism 
 
American Culture: 
Modern & Contemporary 



Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to 
serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative manner, to 
imitate nature, and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals, celebrations, and commemorations. Additionally, they are used for 
recreation and to support recreational activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances and through those 
of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and use them for a variety of purposes in society.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes. 

Pacing Purposes for Creating the Arts – Drama/Theatre I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-PCA-U-1  

Students will understand that the arts 
fulfill a variety of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues and ideas, to 
entertain, to teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and beautify).  
 
AH-HS-PCA-U-2  
Students will understand that the arts 
have value and significance for daily 
life. They provide personal fulfillment, 
whether in vocational settings, 
avocational pursuits, or leisure.  
 
AH-HS-PCA-U-3  

Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of nonverbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  

AH-HS-PCA-S-DT1  

Students will compare, interpret, and explain 
purposes for which drama/theatre is created 
(sharing the human experience, passing on 
tradition and culture, recreational, artistic 
expression)  
 
AH-HS-PCA-S-DT2  
Students will create or write new, observe, 
choose and perform dramatic works to fulfill 
a variety of specific purposes  

I can identify the purposes 
of drama/ theatre. 
 
I can describe how 
drama/theatre fulfills a 
variety of purposes in 
society (to present issues 
and ideas, to entertain, to 
teach or persuade, to 
design, plan, and beautify). 
 
I can describe that 
drama/theatre has value 
and significance for daily 
life. 
 
I can discuss how 
drama/theatre, in forms of 
non-verbal communication 
can strengthen the 
presentation of ideas and 
emotions. 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.6, 11-12.6, 9-10.7, 
11-12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Purposes of Drama: 
-Share the human 
experience 
-pass on tradition and 
culture 
-recreation 
-artistic expression 



Big Idea: Processes in the Arts  
There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works, performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to 
artworks. Each process is critical and relies on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings, or beliefs. The visual arts capture a moment 
in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally 
and intellectually based on the meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities, and appreciation of others. Students involved in these 
processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past and present, and for the value of artistic expression.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as 
languages, literature, and history. 

Pacing Processes in the Arts – Drama/Theatre I Can’s Literacy 
Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 

 AH-HS-PA-U-1  
Students will understand that there 
are three distinct processes for 
involvement in the arts; creating new 
artworks, performing works previously 
created, and responding to artworks 
and performances.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-2  
Students will understand that full 
understanding and appreciation of the 
arts requires some degree of 
involvement in all three processes.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
openness, respect for work, and an 
understanding of how artists apply 
elements and principles of design in 
creating and performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that enhance 
enjoyment of the observer.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-4  

Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
extend the reach of the art form to 
new audiences.  

AH-HS-PA-S-DT1  
Students will be actively involved in 
creating, improvising, and performing 
dramatic works alone and with others, using 
elements of drama (Literary, Technical, 
Production)  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-DT2  

Students will use knowledge of elements of 
drama to:  

 create and perform dramatic works 
in an expressive manner  

 describe and critique their own 
performances and the performances 
of others  

 
AH-HS-PA-S-DT3  

Students will use a variety of resources 
(e.g., research, peers, technology) to:  

 write, refine, and record dialogue, 
monologues, and action  

 explore jobs/careers (e.g., 
playwright, director, actor) and skills 
associated with dramatic arts 
(theater, dramatic media) 

 
AH-HS-PA-S-DT4  
Students will identify and apply criteria for 

I can create and perform 
using the elements of 
drama/theatre. 
 
I can identify skills and 
training necessary for a 
variety of careers related to 
drama/theatre. 
 
I can use a variety of 
resources to write and 
explore skills associated 
with dramatic arts. 
 
I can identify and apply 
criteria for evaluating 
dramatic works. 
 
I can demonstrate behavior 
appropriate for observing 
the particular context and 
style of dramatic works 
being performed and 
discuss opinions with peers. 
 
I can discuss the skills and 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.3, 11-12.3 



evaluating dramatic works (e.g., skill of 
performers, originality, emotional impact, 
variety, interest, technical requirements: 
lighting, sound, scenery, costumes, make-
up)  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-DT5  

Students will demonstrate behavior 
appropriate for observing the particular 
context and style of dramatic works being 
performed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-DT6  

 Students will explore skills and 
training necessary for a variety of 
careers related to dramatic arts  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

training necessary for a 
variety of careers related to 
dramatic arts. 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Elements of drama: literary, 
technical, performance 



Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts  
The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships 
among the arts enables students to get a broad view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts as a 
mirror of human kind.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes. 

Pacing Interrelationships Among the Arts – Drama/Theatre I Can’s Literacy 
Standards Understandings Understandings 

 AH-HS-IAA-U-1  
understand that the arts are basic 
forms of human communication.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-2  
Students will understand that music, 
dance, drama, and visual art created 
in common cultures and/or common 
historical periods tend to reflect 
common attitudes, ideas, beliefs, and 
feelings.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-3  
Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of non-verbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 

AH-HS-IAA-S-1  
explain common terms and concepts used 
in various arts (e.g., tempo in dance and 
music)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-2  

Students will analyze and explain how ideas 
and emotions expressed in one art form 
(e.g. theatre) are similar or different to ideas 
and emotions expressed another art form 
(e.g. dance)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-3  
Students will interpret and explain 
communication of common universal 
themes or ideas across different art forms; 
compare and explain connections between 

I can compare one art form 
to another from the same 
stylistic period. 
 
I can analyze and/or explain 
for ideas and emotions 
expressed in an art form are 
similar or different to ideas 
and emotions in another art 
form. 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.9,11-12.9 



emotions.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-4  

Students will understand that the 
modes of thinking and methods of the 
arts disciplines can be used to 
illuminate situations in other 
disciplines that require creative 
solutions.  

and among different art forms from the 
same culture, the same stylistic period, or 
the same time period  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-4  

Students will explain commonalities 
between the arts and other subjects taught 
in the school (e.g., observation skills in 
visual arts and science, historical and 
cultural perspectives in the arts and social 
studies, shape in visual art and math, dance 
and a healthy lifestyle, fractions in music 
notation and math, composing music and 
writing)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-5  
Students will communicate common 
meaning through creating and performing in 
the arts  

Critical Vocabulary: 
none 

 

 



Visual Arts 

 
 Big Idea: Structure in the Arts  
Understanding of the various structural components of the arts is critical to the development of other larger concepts in the arts. Structures that artists use 
include elements and principles of each art form, tools, media, and subject matter that impact artistic products, and specific styles and genre that provide a 
context for creating works. It is the artist's choice of these structural components in the creative process that results in a distinctively expressive work. Students 
make choices about how to use structural organizers to create meaningful works of their own. The more students understand, the greater their ability to 
produce, interpret, or critique artworks from other artists, cultures, and historical periods.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.23 Students analyze their own and others' artistic products and performances using accepted standards.  

 

Pacing Structure in the Arts – Visual Arts I Can’s Literacy Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-SA-U-2  

Students will understand that the 
principles of design and the elements 
of visual art are intentionally applied in 
creating works of art.  

 
AH-HS-SA-U-3  

Students will understand that 
responding to and critiquing works of 
art involves an understanding of 
elements, principles, and structures 
appropriate to each area of the arts.  
 
AH-HS-SA-U-4  
Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
inspire new applications of structural 
components  

AH-HS-SA-S-VA1  
Students will use appropriate terminology to 
analyze and evaluate the use of elements of 
art (e.g., line, shape, form, texture, color) 
and principles of design (emphasis, pattern, 
balance, contrast) in a variety of visual 
artworks  

 
AH-HS-SA-S-VA2  

Students will expressively use the elements 
of art, principles of design, and a variety of 
processes in creating artworks  

 
AH-HS-SA-S-VA3  
Students will apply organizational structures 
and evaluate what makes them effective or 
not effective in communicating ideas  

 

I can name, define, & 
explain the elements of 
art and the principles of 
design. 
 
I can use the elements of 
art & the principles of 
design in a piece of art. 
 
I can critique the 
elements & principles in 
artwork. 
 
I can name & define, find 
& explain, and use the 5 
major subject matters in 
artwork.   

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 11-
12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 9-
10.5, 11-12.5, 9-10.6, 11-
12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7, 9-
10.8, 11-12.8 



AH-HS-SA-S-VA4  

Students will analyze and evaluate the use of 
elements of art (e.g., line, shape, color 
properties, color schemes/groups, form, texture, 
space, value) and principles of design (e.g., 
repetition, emphasis, pattern, balance, contrast, 
rhythm, proportion, movement) in a variety of 
two and three dimensional artworks  

 
AH-HS-SA-S-VA5  

Students will identify and use a variety of 
subject matter in viewing and creating visual 
artworks (representational – e.g., landscape, 
portrait, still life, nonrepresentational – e.g., 
abstract, non-objective)  

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Elements of art: 
Line 
Shape 
Form 
Space 
Texture 
Color 
Value 
Principles of Design: 
Balance  
Movement 
Rhythm 
Contrast 
Unity 
Emphasis 
Pattern 
Critique: 
Sensory 
Formal 
Technical 
Expressive 
Subject matter: 
Still- life 
Scape 
Portrait 
Abstract 
Non- objective 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Idea: Humanity in the Arts  
The arts reflect the beliefs, feelings, and ideals of those who create them. Experiencing the arts allows one to experience time, place, and/or personality. By 
experiencing the arts of various cultures, students can actually gain insight into the beliefs, feelings, and ideas of those cultures. Students also have the 
opportunity to experience how the arts can influence society through analysis of arts in their own lives and the arts of other cultures and historical periods. Studying 
the historical and cultural stylistic periods in the arts offers students an opportunity to understand the world past and present, and to learn to appreciate their own 
cultural heritage. Looking at the interrelationships of multiple arts disciplines across cultures and historical periods is the focus of humanities in the arts.  
Academic Expectations  
2.24 Students have knowledge of major works of art, music, and literature and appreciate creativity and the contributions of the arts and humanities.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 

humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing Humanity in the Arts – Visual Arts I Can’s Literacy Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-HA-U-1  

Students will understand that the arts 
are powerful tools for understanding 
human experiences both past and 
present.  

 
AH-HS-HA-U-2  

Students will understand that the arts 
help us understand others’ (often very 
different) ways of thinking, working, 
and expressing ourselves.  
 
AH-HS-HA-U-3  

Students will understand that the arts 
play a major role in the creation and 
defining of cultures and building 
civilizations.  

AH-HS-HA-S-VA1  
Students will describe, analyze, and 
evaluate distinguishing characteristics of 
visual art representing a variety of world 
cultures (Middle Eastern, Asian, Modern and 
Contemporary European and American) and 
historical/style periods (Renaissance, 
Baroque, Neo-Classicism, Romanticism, 
Realism, Impressionism/Post-
Impressionism)  
 
AH-HS-HA-S-VA2  

Students will observe, classify, and create 
visual art according to styles and processes 
used in a variety of world cultures and 
historical/style periods  
 
AH-HS-HA-S-VA3  

Students will examine visual artworks from 
various world cultures and explain how 
artworks reflect the culture, cultural beliefs, 
or blending of cultures; use examples to 
illustrate how artworks have directly 
influenced society or culture  
 
AH-HS-HA-S-VA4  
Students will examine visual artworks from 
various time periods and explain the 
influence of time and place are reflected in 
them  
 

I can identify the major 
characteristics in the 
following art cultures: 
  Middle eastern 
  Asian 
  Modern European 
  ContemporaryAmerican 
Histories: 
  Renaissance 
  Baroque 
  Neo- classical 
  Romanticism 
  Realism 
  Impressionism 
  Post- impressionism 
   
I can create an artwork 
that represents the above 
cultures & histories 
 
I can explain the 
differences in the periods 
& cultures that are 
reflected in artworks. 
 
I can explain the 
similarities in the periods 
& cultures that are 
reflected in artworks. 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 11-
12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 9-
10.4, 11-12.4, 9-10.5, 11-
12.5, 9-10.6, 11-12.6, 9-
10.7, 11-12.7, 9-10.8, 11-
12.8 



AH-HS-HA-S-VA5  
Students will use print and non-print sources 
to explore, describe, and interpret universal 
themes, characterization, and situations in 
artworks from different cultures or time 
periods  

Critical Vocabulary: 
Middle eastern 
Islamic 
Minaret 
Mosque 
Arabesques 
Mosaic 
Asian 
Hinduism 
Buddhism 
Stupa 
Pagoda 
Renaissance 
Perspective 
Oil paint 
Pyramidal composition 
Leonardo da Vince 
The last supper 
Mona Lisa 
Michangelo 
Sistine chapel ceiling 
Pieta 
St. perter’s basilica 
Arch 
Baroque 
Chiaroscuro 
Caravaggio 
Rembrandt 
Nightwatch 
Neo- classical 
Jacques Louis David 
Propaganda 
Death of Marat 
Romanticism 
John constable 
The haywain 
Francisco da Goya 
3

rd
. of may, 1808 

Social protest 
Realism 
Edouard manet 
Gustave Courbet 
Interior of my studio 
Impressionism 
Clauda Monet 
Mary Cassatt 
Post- impressionism 
Vincent van Gogh 
August Rodin 

 
 
 

 
Modern European 
Pablo Picasso 
Cubism 
Abstract 
Salvador Dali 
Persistence of memory 
Fantasy 
Contemporary American 
Georgia O’Keefe 
Frank Lloyd Wright 
Jacob Lawrence 
Andy Warhol 
Non- objective 

 



Big Idea: Purposes for Creating the Arts  
The arts have played a major role throughout the history of humans. As the result of the power of the arts to communicate on a basic human level, they continue to 
serve a variety of purposes in society. The arts are used for artistic expression to portray specific emotions or feelings, to tell stories in a narrative manner, to 
imitate nature, and to persuade others. The arts bring meaning to ceremonies, rituals, celebrations, and commemorations. Addi tionally, they are used for 
recreation and to support recreational activities. Students experience the arts in a variety of roles through their own creations and performances and through those 
of others. Through their activities and observations, students learn to create arts and use them for a variety of purposes in society.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes.  

Pacing Purposes for Creating the Arts – Visual Arts I Can’s Literacy Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-PCA-U-1  

Students will understand that the arts 
fulfill a variety of purposes in society 
(e.g., to present issues and ideas, to 
entertain, to teach or persuade, to 
design, plan and beautify).  
 
AH-HS-PCA-U-2  

Students will understand that the arts 
have value and significance for daily 
life. They provide personal fulfillment, 
whether in vocational settings, 
avocational pursuits, or leisure.  
 
AH-HS-PCA-U-3  
Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of nonverbal 
communication that can strengthen 
the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  

AH-HS-PCA-S-VA1  
Students will compare, interpret, and explain 
purposes for which visual art is created 
(ceremonial, artistic expression, narrative, 
functional)  
 
AH-HS-PCA-S-VA2  
Students will create new, select, choose and 
experience artworks created to fulfill a 
variety of specific purposes  

I can name, define, & 
describe the 5 major 
purposes why art is 
created. 
 
I can create an artwork 
that will reflect a certain 
purpose. 
 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.6, 11-12.6, 9-10.7, 11-
12.7 

Critical Vocabulary: 
 
Careers 
Graphic designer 
Illustrator 
 
Purposes for art 
Narrative 
Functional 
Expressive 
Ceremonial 
Educational 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Big Idea: Processes in the Arts  
There are three distinctive processes involved in the arts. These processes are creating new works, performing works for expressive purposes, and responding to 
artworks. Each process is critical and relies on others for completion. Artists create works to express ideas, feelings, or beliefs. The visual arts capture a moment 
in time while the performing arts (music, dance, drama/theatre) are performed for a live audience. The audience responds to the artistic expressions emotionally 
and intellectually based on the meaning of the work. Each process enhances understanding, abilities, and appreciation of others. Students involved in these 
processes over time will gain a great appreciation for the arts, for artists past and present, and for the value of artistic expression.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  

2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and humanities such as 
languages, literature, and history.  

Pacing Processes in the Arts – Visual Arts I Can’s Literacy Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-PA-U-1  

Students will understand that there 
are three distinct processes for 
involvement in the arts; creating new 
artworks, performing works previously 
created, and responding to artworks 
and performances.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-2  
Students will understand that full 
understanding and appreciation of the 
arts requires some degree of 
involvement in all three processes.  
 
AH-HS-PA-U-3  
Students will understand that 
openness, respect for work, and an 
understanding of how artists apply 
elements and principles of design in 
creating and performing are personal 
attitudes and skills that enhance 
enjoyment of the observer.  
AH-HS-PA-U-4  
Students will understand that existing 
and emerging technologies can 
extend the reach of the art form to 
new audiences.  

AH-HS-PA-S-VA1  
Students will be actively involved in selecting 
media, techniques, subject matter, and 
processes for creating artworks for specific 
purposes, applying the elements of art and 
principles of design  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-VA2  

Students will use knowledge of the elements 
and principles of art and art terminology to:  

 create expressive artworks  

 describe and critique their own work 
creations and the creations of others 
(e.g., how the communication of 
ideas relates to media, techniques, 
or processes used)  

 
AH-HS-PA-S-VA3  
Students will identify and apply criteria for 
evaluating visual (e.g., skill of artist, 
originality, emotional impact, variety, 
interest, technical quality)  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-VA4  
Students will demonstrate behavior 
appropriate for observing the particular 
context and style of the artwork being 
viewed; discuss opinions with peers in a 
supportive and constructive way  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-VA5  

I can successfully decide 
& use certain tools, 
materials, techniques, & 
subjects when creating 
an artwork. 
 
I can make an artwork 
that shows the elements 
and principles. 
 
I can explain the tools, 
materials, techniques, 
elements, & principles in 
an artwork I have 
created. 
 
I can judge the overall 
quality of artwork by 
using certain contents. 
 
I can successfully be 
apart of a student group 
discussion on evaluating 
art. 
 
I can tell how I feel & 
what I believe when 
looking at art. 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.1,11-12.1, 9-10.2, 11-
12.2, 9-10.3, 11-12.3, 9-
10.5, 11-12.5, 9-10.6, 11-
12.6, 9-10.7, 11-12.7, 9-
10.8, 11-12.8 



Students will describe personal responses to 
artwork; explain why there might be different 
responses to specific works of art (e.g., 
personal experience, interest, medium used, 
effectiveness of message)  
 
AH-HS-PA-S-VA6  

Students will explore skills and training 
necessary for a variety of careers in visual 
arts  

 
I can name, describe, & 
explain the various 
careers found in art. 
 

Big Idea: Interrelationships Among the Arts  
The arts share commonalities in structures, purposes, creative processes, and their ability to express ideals, feelings and emotions. Studying interrelationships 
among the arts enables students to get a broad view of the expressiveness of the art forms as a whole, and helps to develop a full appreciation of the arts as a 
mirror of human kind.  
Academic Expectations  
1.12 Students speak using appropriate forms, conventions, and styles to communicate ideas and information to different audiences for different purposes.  
1.13 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with the visual arts.  
1.14 Students make sense of ideas and communicate ideas with music.  
1.15 Students make sense of and communicate ideas with movement.  
2.22 Students create works of art and make presentations to convey a point of view.  
2.25 In the products they make and the performances they present, students show that they understand how time, place, and society influence the arts and 
humanities such as languages, literature, and history.  

2.26 Through the arts and humanities, students recognize that although people are different, they share some common experiences and attitudes. 

    

Pacing Interrelationships Among the Arts I Can’s Literacy Standards 

Understandings Skills and Concepts 
 AH-HS-IAA-U-1  

Students will understand that the arts 
are basic forms of human 
communication.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-2  
Students will understand that music, 
dance, drama, and visual art created 
in common cultures and/or common 
historical periods tend to reflect 
common attitudes, ideas, beliefs, and 
feelings.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-3  

Students will understand that the arts 
provide forms of non-verbal 
communication that can strengthen 

AH-HS-IAA-S-1  

Students will explain common terms and 
concepts used in various arts (e.g., tempo in 
dance and music)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-2  
Students will analyze and explain how ideas 
and emotions expressed in one art form 
(e.g. theatre) are similar or different to ideas 
and emotions expressed another art form 
(e.g. dance)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-3  
Students will interpret and explain 
communication of common universal themes 
or ideas across different art forms; compare 
and explain connections between and 

I can identify and explain 
how some arts terms 
apply to more than one 
arts discipline at the 
same time. 
 
I can analyze and explain 
how the ways in which 
ideas and emotions 
expressed in one art form 
are similar or different to 
that of another art form. 
 
I can interpret, analyze, 
and describe the ways in 

CCSS.ELA.Literacy.RST. 
9-10.9,11-12.9 



the presentation of ideas and 
emotions.  
 
AH-HS-IAA-U-4  
Students will understand that the 
modes of thinking and methods of the 
arts disciplines can be used to 
illuminate situations in other 
disciplines that require creative 
solutions.  

among different art forms from the same 
culture, the same stylistic period, or the 
same time period  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-4  

Students will explain commonalities between 
the arts and other subjects taught in the 
school (e.g., observation skills in visual arts 
and science, historical and cultural 
perspectives in the arts and social studies, 
shape in visual art and math, dance and a 
healthy lifestyle, fractions in music notation 
and math, composing music and writing)  
 
AH-HS-IAA-S-5  

Students will communicate common 
meaning through creating and performing in 
the arts  

which certain universal 
themes or ideas are 
communicated across 
different art forms and 
stylistic periods/ 
movements. 
 
I can explain and make 
connections between the 
arts and other disciplines. 
 
I can communicate 
meaning through creating 
and performing in the 
arts. 

Critical Vocabulary: 
none 

 


