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On PACE for Proficiency

Purpose WHY? Doesn't it
get on our nerves sometimes
when children ask that one little
question over and over again?
This clichéd fact of life illustrates
a crucial educational need of
children — the need to know
why. This need exists even when
students are asked to read. It is
because of this need that we
have come to realize how im-
portant it is to establish a pur-
pose for reading. The purpose of
reading is to connect the ideas
on the page to what you already
know. If you don't know anything
about a subject, then pouring
words of text into your mind is
like pouring water into your
hand. You don't retain much. As
a teacher, when you set the pur-
pose for reading, be specific, be
concise and provide support. A
purpose for reading gives us a
goal and a goal gives us a target
to aim for at the end. Help your
students “aim for the bull’s eye in
the center of learning” by setting
a purpose each time they read!

Accountabilig( According to the
article “Keeping Students Ac-
countable,” posted by the NEA,
"Students seem to respond pro-
ductively when teachers give
them the opportunity to take
charge of their academic success.
By holding students accountable
for their work and responsible
for maintaining a personal level of
excellence, teachers can provide

their classes with the necessary
tools they need to better them-
selves. Accountability breeds
responsibility, and students who
develop the tools to target and
improve their academic short-
comings will, in turn, develop the
skills they need to go far in life."

Congruencx One of the key
components of sound instruction
is the presentation of learning
targets at the beginning of a les-
son. In fact, students who could
identify their learning scored, on
average, 27 percentile points
higher on assessments than those
who could not (Marzano, 2004).
What do we expect our students
to know and be able to do?
Learning targets allow us to spe-
cifically define what students
need to know and what they
must do with that knowledge.

Eyes on Text Good readers
have one outstanding characteris-
tic in common: They spend a
significant amount of time en-
gaged in the act of reading. Re-
search has consistently proven
that children who spend time
reading show gains in compre-
hension and fluency. In fact, one
study found students’ compre-
hension gains to be twice that of
the peers when given exposure
to a language arts program that
placed a high emphasis on read-
ing time and high interest books
(Elley, W.B., & Mangubhaij, F,
1983). Teachers who are serious

about their commitment to de-
veloping a comprehensive litera-
cy classroom must put this com-
mitment into practice with a daily
schedule that devotes a substan-
tial portion of the day to a com-
prehensive literacy curriculum
throughout all content areas
(Ellery, 2009). After all, literacy is
the basis for all other content
area learning.

Before, During, and

After Reading

Explicit strategy in-
struction is at the core of good
comprehension instruction.
"Before" strategies activate
students' prior knowledge and
set a purpose for reading.
"During" strategies help stu-
dents make connections, mon-
itor their understanding, gen-
erate questions, and stay fo-
cused. "After" strategies pro-
vide students an opportunity
to summarize, question, re-
flect, discuss, and respond to
text.
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