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      This week at Star Elementary, students in Lisa Adams’ third grade 

room were 100% engaged with two awesome strategies in reading class. 

First, students used a Kagan strategy called “Instant Star” to activate 

their prior knowledge of two paired texts they had studied the previous 

day. Next, students worked with their shoulder partners to complete a 

folded Venn Diagram as they compared and contrasted the two kinds of 

invasive species that were discussed in their articles. It was a great day 

to be a Star Rocket!  

     We’ve come a long way since the most important tool for students—

whether in kindergarten or college—was the pencil. Now, even the youngest stu-

dents take lessons on tablets and school computers. Our district administrators spent 

three hours last week learning about Google Drive and Google Classroom and several 

district teachers had the opportunity to be immersed in the same learning this past 

Monday. It is our plan to share this information in all schools with all teachers so we 

can implement these tools with for our own personal classroom data, planning, 

presentation, etc. and so we can more effectively engage our students with all of the 

amazing opportunities offered by the Google platform.  

 Here’s what the U.S. Department of Education has to say about technology 

in the classroom.  

 Technology ushers in fundamental structural changes that can be integral 

to achieving significant improvements in productivity. Used to support both teach-

ing and learning, technology infuses classrooms with digital learning tools, such as 

computers and hand held devices; expands course offerings, experiences, and learn-

ing materials; supports learning 24 hours a day, 7 days a week; builds 21st century 

skills; increases student engagement and motivation; and accelerates learning. 

Technology also has the power to transform teaching by ushering in a new model 

of connected teaching. This model links teachers to their students and to profes-

sional content, resources, and systems to help them improve their own instruction 

and personalize learning. 

 We are so excited to provide these kinds of opportunities to our students 

and teachers. Be sure to check out our Inside this Issue links for resources you can 

utilize as you explore your Google Drive and Google Classroom. 
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