
      The Value of Student Interaction  
               When classrooms function as a 

community where thinking, talking, 
agreeing, and disagreeing are encour-
aged, students are able to extend their 
learning and deepen their understand-
ing. Research tells us that this kind of 
student interaction is foundational to 
high student achievement. (Bruce, 
2007) This does not mean that stu-
dents are simply left to their own devic-
es when given a topic and told to 
“discuss.” Rather, teachers should 
implement practices that emphasize 
student involvement. 

      How can teachers support meaning-
ful, high-quality interaction in their 
classrooms? The first thing educator 
can do is create an atmosphere of 
safety. Students must feel that their 
opinions are valued and that their 
voice has meaning. Furthermore, the 
teacher must be prepared for handling 
opposing views in a way that promotes 
unity. (Students, especially older chil-
dren, can become involved in heated 

discussions.) Finally, by carefully 
planning ahead, teachers will 
know when to intervene, what 
questions to ask in order to 
guide healthy discussions, and 
how to wrap up a conversation 
in a way that leaves every stu-
dent feeling as if they have 
contributed to the discussion 
and learned something new 
along the way. 

   While reading class naturally 
lends itself to this type of inter-
action between students, there 
are plenty of opportunities for 
students to debate, discuss, and 
deliberate their views in classes 
such as math, social studies, and 
science.  In order to do this 
effectively, think about these 
steps:  

1. Teachers should assign tasks 
that require students to work 

together to develop joint solutions and prob-
lem-solving strategies.  

2. Teachers should create effective group 
behaviors by demonstrating appropriate 
communication skills, assigning roles for 
shared leadership (timekeeper, recorder, etc.), 
and monitoring progress throughout group 
time. 

3. Teachers should allow time for each group to 
share and compare their findings with those of 
their peers. Students should be encouraged to be 
both supportive and challenging with peers. 

    Your efforts to create interactive discussions 
within your classrooms will transform your role 
from being merely a teacher of students into a 
facilitator of deep thinkers. When students think 
deeply, learning goes beyond the test and be-
comes a life skill. The sense of community you 
create among your students will not only lead to 
high achievement for them in school, but also to 
successful relationships throughout their lives at 
home and in their careers.  

The Art of Communication 
 “No longer can students look forward to middle class success in the conduct of manual labor or use of routine 
skills – work that can be accomplished by machines or easily out-sourced to less expensive labor markets. Today, much 
success lies in being able to communicate, share, and use information to solve complex problems, in being able to adapt 
and innovate in response to new demands and changing circumstances, in being able to command and expand the power 
of technology to create new knowledge.” 

 Participation is an extremely crucial element for learning. It is a proven fact that students learn better and 
retain more when they are active participants. Learning is an active process and should involve discussion and response to 
students’ thinking.  Learning is a fundamentally social activity—whether in schools, workplaces, or other environments. 
Students (future workers) need communication and collaboration skill sets in order to communicate clearly, using oral, 
written, and non-verbal languages, as well as collaborate effectively and responsibly with diverse populations. 

  In order for students to be effective future workers, they need practice in and should be able to:  

Communicate Clearly : Articulate thoughts and ideas effectively using oral, written and nonverbal communication skills 
in a variety of forms and contexts, listen effectively to decipher meaning, including knowledge, values, attitudes and in-
tentions, use communication for a variety of purposes [e.g., to inform, instruct, motivate and persuade], utilize multiple 
media and technologies, and know how to judge their effectiveness a priority as well as assess their impact, and communi-
cate effectively in diverse environments 

Collaborate with Others : Demonstrate the ability to work effectively and respectfully with diverse teams, exercise flexibil-
ity and willingness to be helpful in making necessary compromises to accomplish a common goal, and assume shared 
responsibility for collaborative work, and value individual contributions made by each team member. 

 *These required workplace skills must be taught through modeling, active discussion, collaboration, and inter-
action in effective classrooms.   
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