
 A new school year provides the opportunity to start with a clean slate...a 

fresh outlook...a renewed sense of why we became educators. Our rooms are shiny 

and in order. All of our students are nervously waiting to hear what we have in store 

for them in the upcoming weeks and months. I don’t know about you, but my heart 

always beats a little faster on that first day of school in anticipation of all the great 

things a new year and a new group of students will bring. 

 From Star to Heritage, from Tygart Creek to Prichard, from East High to 

West High and all the schools in between, our buildings are filled to the brim with 

thousands of opportunities—and they come in all shapes and sizes. There are five 

year olds who will learn to count and read this year. Eight year olds will learn to mul-

tiply. Ten year olds will become proficient at identifying complex themes in great 

works of literature. Our middle schoolers will study algebra and art, learn to write 

deeply personal stories and poems, create and carry out science experiments, and 

learn that our nation’s history still has an impact on today. Students at our high 

schools will become welders, nurses, musicians, and carpenters. They will discover 

their talents in math, writing, business, or agriculture. All of this on their way to col-

lege and/or careers. YOU WILL MAKE THESE THINGS HAPPEN EVERY 

DAY AND ALL YEAR LONG.  

 So, WELCOME BACK, Carter County teachers. Welcome back to your 

classrooms and to your kids. Welcome back to all the opportunities you have to 

achieve excellence. We can’t wait to visit your schools, see you in academies, work 

with you on resources and lessons, celebrate your successes, and support you in all 

your roles. Have a marvelous year!  

Welcome Back, Carter County!  
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 Excellence surpasses ordinary standards. What, then, does this say to you and 

me? If we are to reach excellence, we must go beyond ordinary efforts and we should look 

beyond ordinary solutions. Our district is overflowing with extraordinary people who pos-

sess extraordinary talent. This spot in the Friday Focus is reserved for photos of classrooms 

where students and teachers are exhibiting excellence. Mrs. Whitt’s first grade class is pic-

tured above reciting their PACE through whole brain leaning. What a great way to start the 

school year! 

If you would like to submit a photo of your classroom (or of a classroom in your building) 

for the Spotlight, please email it to Erica, Nickie, Jenny, or Judy. Include a description of the 

activity being shown. 
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