
 The internet is an amazing tool for teaching and learning. But, before we can teach students to 

harness its power and become good citizens of the web, we need to understand the intricacies of how it 

works and how it can be manipulated to mislead and even harm users.  

 There are 7 Targets that we can aim for when considering whether our students are proficient 

users of digital resources.  

1. Students can locate and verify reliable sources of information. 

2. Students understand how digital information comes to them. 

3. Students can constructively engage in digital communities. 

4. Students understand how online communication affects privacy and security. 

5. Students understand that they are producers of information. 

6. Students understand their role as customers in an online marketplace. 

7. Students can evaluate the value of the internet as a mechanism of civic action.  

 As technology continues to advance in society, there will be plenty of new social media sites and 

other tools students will use in and out of the classroom. As educators it is crucial to share with students 

how to be safe with what they say on the Internet, and what they select as sources.   
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       Nicky Giles at Heritage and Rachael Fitzpatrick at Star (above) worked with their Kindergarten students 

during reading time. Whether it is with the whole group or at a teacher center, students need time to prac-

tice new vocabulary, discuss text with their partner, and generate/answer questions about what they are 

reading. (Below) Lisa Baldwin’s students at Prichard practiced writing claims and providing evidence in sci-

ence class. In order to become proficient scientists, students must be able to defend their thinking.  

https://www.aeseducation.com/how-to-teach-digital-literacy-in-the-classroom
https://www.aeseducation.com/how-to-teach-digital-literacy-in-the-classroom
https://www.digitalliteracy.gov/resources
https://www.commonsense.org/education/digital-citizenship
https://newslit.org/
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