
guage study. International busi-

ness leaders are warning us that 

American graduates competing 

for the same jobs as their peers 

from other countries, may be 

technically competent but are 

increasingly culturally deprived 

and linguistically illiterate com-

pared with graduates from oth-

er countries. 

 As educators, Kentucky 

has asked us to take on another 

great, but important, challenge: 

Continue to prepare our stu-

dents to shine brightly on the 

world stage by equipping them 

with a foreign language and in-

creasing their global compe-

tence. Starting in 2016-17, let’s 

accept the challenge and do all 

we can to help our children 

achieve the goals set before us.  

 The following is an 

excerpt from KDE’s publica-

tion, “Why Language 

Learning is Important.” 

 It is vitally im-

portant for all Kentucky stu-

dents to be prepared to 

engage with the world. 

 In the words of An-

thony Jackson of the Asia 

Society:  In matters of na-

tional security, environmen-

tal sustainability, and eco-

nomic development, what 

we do as a nation and in our 

everyday lives is inextricably 

intertwined with what gov-

ernments, businesses, and 

individuals do beyond our 

borders.  

 Twenty-first centu-

ry lives are not lived in iso-

lation. We go to school 

with, work with and live in 

neighborhoods with people 

from other cultures who 

speak other languages. Our 

state’s economy depends 

strongly on the internation-

al trade of small and large 

Kentucky businesses. For-

eign companies invest billions of 

dollars in the Commonwealth 

and provide us thousands of 

jobs. We engage in citizen diplo-

macy and military actions with 

hundreds of countries both at 

home and across the globe. 

 For nearly everyone in 

today’s world, English is an abso-

lute, but in America, English 

alone is not enough. Our coun-

try’s geographic isolation and 

the global importance of English 

have contributed to our false 

sense of security in regard to our 

need for world language compe-

tence. To compete academically, 

economically and politically, and 

function successfully in a global 

society, American students need 

to be globally competent—and 

that means being able to com-

municate and interact effectively 

in at least one other lan-

guage and culture.  

 Today, in 20 out of 

25 industrialized countries, 

students start their formal 

world language learning in 

grades K-5.  Twenty-one 

countries in the European 

Union require nine years of lan-
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 May 9-13 High 

School Testing 

Window 

 May 17 Elec-

tion Day No 

School 

 May 20 ECHS 

Graduation 

 May 21 WCHS 

Graduation 

 May 23 Last 

Day of School 
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http://www.epals.com/#/connections
http://ket.pbslearningmedia.org/collection/exploraciones/
https://www.ket.org/itvvideos/offering/foreign/saludos.htm
http://www.worldsavvy.org/program-toolkit
http://www.worldsavvy.org/program-toolkit
http://campaignforeducationusa.org/pages/educational-curriculum
http://campaignforeducationusa.org/pages/educational-curriculum

