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SELECTING A TEXT

Not every text s appropriate for students to read closely. For example, while students enjoy
reading Diary of a Wimpy Kid books, these novels offer simple story lines and vocabulary that
are easily understandable. When you are done reading them, they don't leave you pondering.
deep ideas. Close reading should leave you considering thought-provoking messages that g0
beyond the text.

Close reac-worthy texts include enough complex ideas worthy of exploring and discussing to
sustain one or more days of instruction. According; to Tim Shanahan, ciose reading is a multi-
day commitment t0 a text; you want students to read a text that offers rich enough vocabulary,
ideas, and information to read, examine, and discuss over those days without feeling like you're
beating a dead horse.

When selecting a text, you need to consider
the three components of text complexity:
Qualitative measures, Quantitative
measures, and the Reader and the Task.
Each of these is equally important when
considering the complexity of a text.

Questions to consider:

Qualitative
'Does this text offe ideas or information
that further students understanding of
the topic?
Does the text include & text structure that
Does the test follow famillar language conventions—sentence structures, word choices, etc.?
What background knowledge o my students need to have to be successful with this text?

Quantitative
= Isthis text on an appropriate readabiltylevel for the students in my group? How can | scaffold
my students to ensure their success with this text?
“*The primary leveling tool used by the Common Core is Lexile. For more information or
to find the lexile of a text,visit L

Reader and Task Considerations
= How much prior knowledge do my students have about this topic?
« Howinterested are they?
« What will be difficultfor my students in reading this passage?

Appendix B of the Common Core State Standards includes sample lists of exemplar texts that
gve you an idea of what complex texts 100k ke in each of the grade level bands.





