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Carter County Schools 

7
th 

Grade Social Studies 

Curriculum Map 
 

KCC 4.1 

Unit/ 
Title 

Program of Studies Core Content 4.1 I Can…. Target Critical Vocabulary Resources 

Unit 1- 
Aug 

Geog- 

raphy 
(2 weeks) 

SS-7-G-U-1Students 
will understand that 

the use of geographic 

tools (e.g., maps, 

globes, photographs, 

models, charts, graphs) 

and mental maps helps 

interpret information, 

analyze patterns and 

spatial data, and better 

understand geographic 

issues in world 

civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D. 

SS-07-4.1.1-Students 
will use a variety of 

geographic tools 

(maps, photographs, 

charts, graphs, 

databases) to 

interpret patterns 

and locations on 

Earth’s surface in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

I can list the 5 themes of 
geography. 

 
I can define the 5 themes 

of geography. 

 
I can apply concepts of 

the 5 themes of 

geography to a visual 

representation (ex: 

poster, model….) 

 
I can locate places using 

lines of longitude and 

latitude (absolute 

location) 
 
I can identify different 

landform and bodies of 

water. 

 
I can use geographic 

tools (maps, globes, etc) 

geographic tools, 
location (absolute, 

relative), place, human- 

environment 

interaction, movement, 

region, Patterns, 

latitude, longitude, 

hemisphere, prime 

meridian, equator, 

climate, adapt, 

vegetation, Mercator 

Map, globe, GPS, 

landforms, 

DOK 3 

 
History Alive 

 
World Map 

Exercise 

 
Geographic 

Poems (Portfolio 

Piece) 

 
Using the five 

themes of Geog. 

-Brochure 

-Create a Slogan 

 
pp. GH 14-15 

16 

physiographic 

features (vocab 

notebook) 

 
Create-A- 

Continent 

(history alive) 
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 SS-7-G-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 

understanding of patterns 

on the Earth’s surface, 

using a variety of 

geographic tools (e.g., 

maps, globes, charts, 

graphs):  a) locate, in 

absolute or relative 

terms, landforms and 

bodies of water 

b) locate and interpret 

patterns on Earth’s 

surface, explaining how 

different factors (e.g., 

rivers, mountains, 

seacoasts, deserts) 

impacted where human 

activities were located in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 
 
 
 

RL4-Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

 I can give examples of 
relative location 

 
I can explain reasons 

why early people settled 

where they did 
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 a text that reveal an 
author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

    

Unit 2- 
Aug- 

Prehistor 

y 

SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 
Beginnings to Human 

SS-07-5.1.1 
Students will use a 

variety of tools (e.g. 

primary and 

I can list the 8 elements 
of culture 

 Art/Arch. 

 Religion 

Paleolithic, Neolithic, 
Migrate, Civilization, 
Domestication & 

Specialization, 

DOK3 
Intro Activity: 
Six Specialists 

(History Alive) 
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(2 
Weeks) 

Society, Early 
Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

economic and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

secondary sources) 
to describe and 

explain historical 

events and 

conditions and to 

analyze the 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 Food 

 Daily Life 

 Clothing 

 Language 

 Music 

 Government 
 
I can give examples of 

the 8 elements of culture 

for each society 

technology, nomad, 
irrigation, B.C. 

 
Paleolithic Cave 

Exploration 

 
Creating a 

civilization 

 
Digging for 

Artifacts 

(Sandbox) 

 
Discovery 

Channel 

Iceman:  “Hunt 

for a Killer” 

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 

tools and resources (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

a) investigate and 

SS-07-5.3.1- 
Students will explain 

and give examples of 

how early hunters 

and gatherers 

(Paleolithic and 

Neolithic) developed 

new technologies as 

they settled into 

organized 

I can list the new 
technologies during the 

Paleolithic era. 

 
I can list the new 

technologies during the 

Neolithic era. 
 
I can 

-describe these 

 DOK 2 
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 chronologically 
describe (e.g., 

using timelines, 

charts, fictional 

and report writing, 

role playing) 

significant events 

in world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. and 

draw inferences 

about their 

importance 

b) examine multiple 

cause and effect 

relationships that 

have shaped 

history throughout 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

c) analyze historical 

events, conditions 

and perspectives 

of different 

individuals and 

groups (e.g., by 

gender, race, 

region, ethnic 

group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in world 

civilizations prior 

civilizations. technologies 

 
-explain their impact on 

each civilization 
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 to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL9- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

 
SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 

secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

a)   explain how early 

hunters and 

gatherers 

(Paleolithic and 

Neolithic) 

developed new 

technologies 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 
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RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a 

primary or secondary 

source; provide an 

accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL4-Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

 
10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 
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 (time for reflection and 
revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

    

Unit 3- 
Sept-Nov 

River 
Valley 

Civilizati 

ons 

(10 

Weeks) 

SS-7-CS-U-1- Students 
will understand that 

culture is a system of 

beliefs, knowledge, 

institutions, 

customs/traditions, 

languages and skills 

shared by a group of 

people. Through a 

society’s culture, 

individuals learn the 

relationships, 

structures, patterns 

and processes to be 

members of the society 

SS-07-2.1.1- 
Students will explain 

how elements of 

culture (e.g., 

language, the arts, 

customs, beliefs, 

literature) defined 

specific groups in 

the early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives. 

Mesopotamia: 
I can list the 8 elements 

of culture (art, religion, 

food, daily life, clothing, 

language, music, and 

government). 
 
I can 

-interpret the 

Sumerians contributions 

to society 

I can 
-explain how these 

contributions continue 

today. 
 
-can show how the 

geography led to the 

development of city- 

states 

 
-locate the fertile 

crescent 

 
-explain why the first 

Mesopotamia: 
Artisans, Empire, 
Culture, Social Class, 

Irrigation, Cuneiform, 

Astronomer, 

Polytheism, Deities, 

Ziggurat, 

DOK 2 

 
Hammurabi’s 

Code Pillar 

 
United 

Streaming Video 

on Mesopotamia 

 
Kentucky 

culture activity 

(8 aspect of 

cultures) 
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   civilizations began in 
the fertile crescent 

 
-explain the importance 

of Hammurabi’s code 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Eqypt: 
I can 

 
-list the 8 elements of 

culture for Egypt 
 
-describe the uses of the 

Nile River 
 
-explain how conflict and 

competition affected 

Eqypt 

 
-list 

technologies/specializatio 

ns in Eqypt. 

 
=explain the 

importance of these in 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eqypt: Caravan, 

Embalming, Dynasty, 

Hieroglyphics, Delta, 

Cataracts, Deities, 

Mummies, Giza, 

Sphinx, The Nile, 

Pharoah, Papyrus, 

Tribute, Savannahs, 

Nubia, Moroe, 

irrigation, technology 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jingo-Bingo 

with Egyptian 

Word 

(Vocabulary 

Activity) 

 
ABC book 

 
Boat tour of the 

Nile (History 

Alive) 

 
Travel Brochure 



10  
 

 

 

   Egypt 

 
India: 
I can 

- list the 8 elements of 

culture for India 
 

-explain how 

geography was important 

to the development of 

India 

 
-explain the beliefs of 

Hinduism 

 
-explain the beliefs of 

Buddhism 

 
-explain how these two 

religions affected every 

aspect of peoples’ lives 

 
-I can describe the 

Indian Caste System 
 
-describe the advances 

(art, science, and math) 

 
-explain the impact these 

had on India 

China: 
-list the 8 elements of 

culture 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
India: 
Caste, Sanskrit,  Guru, 
Theocracy, Hinduism, 

Buddhism, Karma, 

Darma, Reincarnation, 

Stupas, Empire, 

Technology, irrigation, 

Monsoon, Raja, Guru, 

Bhudda, Asaka, 

Dynasty, Untouchables, 

Indus and Ghengis, 

Himalyas, 

(Egypt) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Hinduism/Bhud 

dism History 

Alive 

 
Geography Map 

of India 

 
Caste System 
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   for China 
 
-compare and contrast 

Legalism, Daoism, and 

Confuscianism 

 
-can explain the 

importance of the silk 

road. 

 
-identify the important 

characteristics of  the 

four main Dynasties of 

China 

China: 
Dynasty, 
Confucianism, Daoism, 

Legalism, Han, Qin, 

Shang, Zhou, Mandate, 

Aristocrat, Yangtze 

River, Huang He River, 

Confucius, 

bureaucracy, 

acupuncture, silk road, 

great wall of china 

 

 SS-7-CS-S-1- Students 
will demonstrate an 

understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, 

sing, create) of the 

complexity of culture 
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 by exploring cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

languages, skills, 

literature, the arts) of 

diverse groups and 

explaining how culture 

served to define groups 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-5- Students 
will compare examples 

of cultural elements 

(e.g., beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

language, skills, the 

arts, literature) using 

information from a 

variety of print and 

non-print sources (e.g., 

media, literature, 

interviews, 

observations, 

documentaries, 

artifacts) to analyze 

how cultures in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. have 

influenced cultures of 

today 
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 SS-7-CS-U-3- Students 
will understand that 

interactions among 

individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

SS-07-2.3.1- 
Students will explain 

how conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) 

occurred among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
I can explain how 

conflict affected River 

Valley civilizations. 

 
I can explain how 

competition affected 

River Valley 

civilizations 

  

 SS-7-CS-S-3- 

Students will explain 

how communications 

between groups can be 
influenced by cultural 

differences; explain 

how interactions lead to 

conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) 

among individuals and 

groups in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-3- Students 

will understand that 

interactions among 

SS-07-2.3.2- 
Students will explain 

how compromise 

 
I can predict the 

benefits of conflict, 
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 individuals and groups 
assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

and cooperation 
were possible 

choices to resolve 

conflict among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

compromise, and 
diplomacy in River 

Valley Civilizations. 

  

 SS-7-CS-S-4- 
Students will describe 

conflicts between 

individuals or groups 

and explain how 

compromise and 

cooperation were 

possible choices to 

resolve conflict among 

individuals and groups 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-E-U-3 
Students will understand 
that individuals, groups 

and governments in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. made 

economic decisions 

about the use of 

resources in the 

production, distribution 

and consumption of 

SS-07-3.4.1- 
Students will explain 

ways in which the 

basic economic 

questions about the 

production, 

distribution and 

consumption of 

goods and services 

were addressed in 

early civilizations 

I can describe 
production. 

 
I can describe 

distribution. 

 
I can describe 

consumption. 

 
I can relate tribute to 

taxes. 

Production 
Distribution 

Consumption 

Economic System 

Barter 

Exchange of Goods 

Surplus 

Resources 

Tax 
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 goods and services. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

prior to 1500 A.D.  
I can describe the 

exchange of goods in 

early civilizations (silk 

road) 

  

 SS-7-E-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 

nature of limited 

resources and scarcity, 

using information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

textbook, Internet, 

resource materials) to 

investigate world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.: 

c) describe how 

goods and 

services were 

exchanged in 

world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-E-S-2 
Students will investigate 
the production and 

distribution of goods and 

services in world 
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 civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D. explaining 

ways in which societies 

addressed basic 

economic questions (e.g., 

how resources were used 

to produce goods and 

services; how new 

knowledge, 

technology/tools, and 

specialization increased 

productivity) about the 

production, distribution 

and consumption of 

goods and services 

    

 SS-7-E-U-3 
Students will understand 
that individuals, groups 
and governments in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. made 

economic decisions 

about the use of 

resources in the 

production, distribution 

and consumption of 

goods and services. 

SS-07-3.4.2- 
Students will 

describe how new 

knowledge, 

technology/tools and 

specialization 

increased 

productivity in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can list technologies/ 
specialization in each 

River Valley 

Civilization. 

 
I can tell the benefits of 

the technologies and 

specialization in each 

River Valley 

Civilization 

 
I can summarize the 

importance of 

technologies and 

specialization in the 

River Valley 

Civilizations. 

  

 SS-7-E-S-1     
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 Students will 
demonstrate an 

understanding of the 

nature of limited 

resources and scarcity, 

using information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

textbook, Internet, 

resource materials) to 

investigate world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.: 

d) describe how 

goods and 

services were 

exchanged in 

world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-E-S-2 
Students will investigate 
the production and 

distribution of goods and 

services in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. explaining 

ways in which societies 

addressed basic 

economic questions (e.g., 

how resources were used 

to produce goods and 
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 services; how new 
knowledge, 

technology/tools, and 

specialization increased 

productivity) about the 

production, distribution 

and consumption of 

goods and services 

    

 SS-7-G-U-2- Students 
will understand that 

patterns emerge as 

humans move, settle, 

and interact on Earth’s 

surface, and can be 

identified by examining 

the location of physical 

and human 

characteristics, how 

they are arranged, and 

why they are in 

particular locations. 

Economic, political, 

cultural and social 

processes interacted to 

shape patterns of 

human populations, 

interdependence, 

cooperation and 

conflict in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

SS-07-4.3.1- 
Students will 

describe patterns of 

human settlement in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

and explain how 

these patterns were 

influenced by 

human needs. 

 
I can interpret the 

settlement of people in 

early civilizations based 

on their human needs. 

City-State  

 SS-7-G-S–2 SS-07-4.3.2- I can identify natural Famine  
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 Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 

surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic 

tools):Students will 

investigate regions of the 

Earth’s surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

a) explain 

relationships between 

and among physical 

characteristics of regions 

during the time of world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D., and explain 

how regions were made 

distinctive (e.g., dams, 

irrigation, roads) by 

human characteristics; 

describe advantages and 

disadvantages for human 

Students will explain 
why and give 

examples of how 

human populations 

changed and/or 

migrated because of 

factors such as war, 

disease, economic 

opportunity and 

technology in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

disasters. 

 
I can give examples of 

natural disasters that 

affected populations in 

early civilizations. 

 
I can conclude how these 

same factors affected 

human migration. 

Drought 
Migrate 

Economic Opportunity 

War 

 
Current Events? 
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 activities (e.g., 
exploration, migration, 

trade, settlement) that 

resulted 

describe patterns of 

human settlement in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D.; explain 

relationships between 

these patterns and human 

needs; analyze how 

factors (e.g., war, 

famine, disease, 

economic opportunity 

and technology) 

impacted human 

migration 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

    

 SS-7-G-U-4 
Students will understand 
that people depended on, 

adapted to, or modified 

the environment to meet 

basic needs. Human 

actions modified the 

physical environment 

and in turn, the physical 

environment limited or 

promoted human 

SS-07-4.4.1- 
Students will explain 

how technology in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

assisted human 

modification (e.g., 

irrigation, clearing 

land, building roads) 

of the physical 

environment. 

I can list technologies of 
River Civilizations. 

 
I can explain how the 

technologies of River 

Civilizations affected 

early human’s physical 

environment. 

Irrigation 
Dams 

Cuneiform 

Scribe 

Hieroglyphics 

Papyrus 
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 activities in world 
civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-G-S –2 
Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 
surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

c)   evaluate how 

availability of 

technology, 

resources and 

knowledge caused 

places and regions 

to evolve and 

change 
 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

SS-07-4.4.2- 
Students will 

describe ways in 

which the physical 

environment (e.g., 

natural resources, 

physical geography, 

natural disasters) 

both promoted and 

limited human 

activities (e.g., 

exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement, 

development) in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
 
 
 
I can explain how 

physical factors affected 

(promoted/limited) 

human activities in the 

River Valley 

Civilization. 

Physical Environment 
Physical Geography 

Natural Resources 

Natural Disasters 

Migration 

Geographical Features 

Cataracts 

Delta 
Silt 

City-State 

 

 SS-7-G-S –3 
Students will investigate 
interactions among 

human activities and the 

physical environment: 

explain how people of 
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 world civilizations prior 
to 1500 A.D. used 

technology (e.g., dams, 

roads, bridges) to modify 

the physical environment 

to meet their needs 

 
describe how the 

physical environment 

promoted or restricted 

human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, 

trade, settlement, 

development) of world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 
Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

SS-07-5.3.3- 
Students will 

describe the rise of 

non-Western 

cultures (e.g., 

Egyptian, Chinese, 

Indian, Persian) and 

explain ways in 

which these cultures 

influenced 

government, 

philosophy, art, 

drama and 

literature in the 

present day. 

 
 
 
 
I can give evidence of 

how early River Valley 

civilizations still affect 

us today. 

Non-Western Culture  



23  
 

 

 

 economic and/or cultural 
characteristics. 

    

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 
secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

b)describe    the 

contributions 

made by   world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500   A.D. 

(e.g.,  Egypt, 

Mesopotamia, the 

Indus   River 

Valley,     the 

Middle    East, 

India,  China)  to 

society    and 

analyze    the 

impact    these 

contributions 

made  to  future 

generations 
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RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-3 
Students will understand 
that geography and 
natural resources had a 

significant impact on 

world historical 

perspectives and events 

prior to 1500 A.D 

SS-07-5.1.2 
Students will explain 

how history is a series 

of connected events 

shaped by multiple 

cause-and-effect 

relationships and give 

examples of those 

relationships. 

   

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 

secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

b)describe the 

contributions made by 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 
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 (e.g., Egypt, 
Mesopotamia, the 

Indus River Valley, the 

Middle East, India, 

China) to society and 

analyze the impact 

these contributions 

made to future 

generations 

d)describe the rise 

of western 

civilizations (e.g., 

Mayan, Incan, 

Aztec) and non- 

western 

civilizations (e.g., 

Egyptian, 

Chinese, Indian, 

Persian) and 

analyze ways in 

which these 

cultures 

influenced 

government, 

philosophy, art, 

drama and 

literature in the 

present day 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 
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RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a primary 

or secondary source; 

provide an accurate 

summary of the source 

distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL5- Describe how a text 

presents information. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of a 

text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

    

 SS-7-E-U-1 
Students will understand 
that the basic economic 

problem confronting 

individuals, societies and 

governments in world 

civilizations prior to 

SS-07-3.1.1- 
Students will explain 

and give examples of 

how scarcity 

required individuals, 

groups and 

governments in 

I can explain how a 
surplus of resources 

affected River Valley 

Civilizations. 

 
I can explain how a 

shortage of resources 

Economic System 
Surplus 

Scarcity 

Supply 

Demand 

Goods 

Services 
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 1500 A.D. was scarcity: 
as a result of scarcity, 

economic choices and 

decisions had to be 

made. 

early civilizations 
prior to 1500 A.D. to 

make decisions 

about how 

productive resources 

(natural resources, 

human resources, 

capital goods) were 

used. 

affected River Valley 
Civilizations. 

Resources (Natural, 
Human) 

Specialization 

Tax (Tribute) 

Capital Goods 

 

 SS-7-E-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 

nature of limited 

resources and scarcity, 

using information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

textbook, Internet, 

resource materials) to 

investigate world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.: 

explain how scarcity 

requires individuals, 

groups and governments 

to make decisions about 

use of productive 

resources (e.g., natural 

resources, human 

resources and capital 

goods) 
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RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

    

 SS-7-E-U-2 
Students will understand 
that the study of 
economics includes a 

variety of fundamental 

economic concepts (e.g., 

supply and demand, 

opportunity cost) that 

apply to individuals, 

societies and 

governments in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D 

    

 SS-7-E-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 

understanding of the 

nature of limited 

resources and scarcity, 

using information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

textbook, Internet, 

resource materials) to 
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 investigate world 
civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D: 

compare economic 

systems and explain the 

concept of supply and 

demand in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL4-Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
10. Write routinely over 
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 extended time frames 
(time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

    

Unit 4- 
Nov-Jan 

Greece 

and 

Rome 

Byzantin 
e 

(10 

weeks) 

SS-7-GC-U-1 Students 
will understand that 

forms of government in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. had 

similarities and 

differences in their 

purposes and sources of 

power. 

SS-07-1.1.1Students 
will compare 

purposes and 

sources of power in 

the most common 

forms of government 

(monarchy, 

democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in 

early civilizations 

Greece: 

 
I can give an example of 

different types of 

governments. 

 
I can compare and 

contrast each of the 

following types of 

governments: 

 Monarchy 

 Democracy 

 Republic 

 Tyranny 

 Oligarchy 

Monarchy, Oligarchy, 
Tyranny/Dictatorship, 
Democracy, Republic, 

citizens, polis, 

Magistrate, 

Consul, Assemblies, 

Tribunes 

 

 SS-7-GC-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, 

projects, present) of the 

nature of government: 

a)  explain the role of 

government (e.g., 

 I can describe the role 
of government. 

 
I can explain how the 

government of Ancient 

Greece impacted the 

formation of the 

government of the U.S. 
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 establishing order, 
providing 

security, 

achieving 

common goals) in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 

A.D.. and make 

connections to 

how government 

influences culture, 

society and the 

economy 

b)  compare different 

forms of 

government, and 

the purposes and 

sources of power 

in the most 

common forms of 

government (e.g., 

monarchy, 

democracy, 

republic, 

dictatorship) in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 
 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

 I can prove that Greek 
culture influenced other 

civilizations. 

 
I can explain the causes 

of migration. 

  

 SS-7-GC-S-3     
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 Students will analyze 
information from a variety 

of print and non-print 

sources (e.g., books, 

documents, articles, 

observations, interviews, 

Internet sources) to 

research, explain and 

answer questions about 

governments and people 

of world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

    

 SS-7-GC-U-2 
Students will understand 
that the key ideals (e.g., 
citizenship, justice, 

equality, and rule of law) 

of a democratic form of 

government were 

practiced in some world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

SS-07-1.1.2 
Students will 

describe and give 

examples to support 

how some early 

civilizations (Greece, 

Rome) practiced 

democratic 

principles (e.g., 

justice, equality, 

responsibility, 

freedom). 

 
I can give examples of 

democratic principles 

practiced in Ancient 

Greece and Rome. 
 
 
 
 
I can relate how different 

forms of government 

affect society. 

Democratic Principles: 
Justice, Equality, 
Responsibility, 

Freedom 

Rule of Law 

 

 SS-7-GC-S-1 
Students will 
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 demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, 

projects, present) of the 

nature of government: 

c)  analyze how some 

world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D.. 

(e.g. Greece, 

Rome) 

demonstrated the 

use of democratic 

principles (e.g., 

justice, equality, 

responsibility, 

freedom) 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

    

 SS-7-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze 
information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

books, documents, 

articles, observations, 

interviews, Internet 

sources) to research, 

explain and answer 

questions about 
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 governments and people 
of world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

    

 SS-7-GC-U-3 
Students will understand 
that individual rights in 
world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. varied 

under different forms of 

government. 

SS-07-1.1.2 
Students will 

describe and give 

examples to support 

how some early 

civilizations (Greece, 

Rome) practiced 

democratic 

principles (e.g., 

justice, equality, 

responsibility, 

freedom). 

I can list rights of 
citizens in Ancient 

Greece and Rome. 

 
I can list responsibilities 

of citizens in Ancient 

Greece and Rome. 

 
I can compare rights of 

citizens of Ancient 

Greece and Rome to 

rights of U.S. citizens 

today. 

Rights 
Responsibilities 

 

 SS-7-GC-S-2 
Students will compare 
rights and 

responsibilities of 

individuals in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 C.E. to the rights 

and responsibilities of 

U.S. citizens today 

    

 SS-7-GC-S-3 
Students will analyze 
information from a 
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 variety of print and non- 
print sources (e.g., 

books, documents, 

articles, observations, 

interviews, Internet 

sources) to research, 

explain and answer 

questions about 

governments and people 

of world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-4 
Students will understand 
that culture affects how 
people in a society 

behave in relation to 

groups and their 

environment. 

SS-07-2.1.1- 
Students will explain 

how elements of 

culture (e.g., 

language, the arts, 

customs, beliefs, 

literature) defined 

specific groups in 

the early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives. 

I can list the 8 elements 
of culture (art, religion, 

food, daily life, clothing, 

language, music, and 

government). 

 
I can identify patterns 

in cultural elements 

that make Greece and 

Rome unique. 

Empire 
Culture 
Social Class 

Silk Road 

Polytheism 

Monotheism 

Colonies 

Provinces 

 

 SS-7-CS-S-5 
Students will compare 
examples of cultural 

elements (e.g., beliefs, 
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 customs/traditions, 
language, skills, the arts, 

literature) using 

information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

media, literature, 

interviews, observations, 

documentaries, artifacts) 

to analyze how cultures 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. have 

influenced cultures of 

today 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-3 
Students will understand 
that interactions among 
individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

SS-07-2.3.1- 
Students will explain 

how conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) 

occurred among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 

 
 

I can describe the 

benefits of diplomacy in 

Greece and Rome. 

Alliance 
Legacy 
Consuls 

Veto 

Pax Romana 

Diplomacy 

Compromise 

Conflict 

Competition 

 

 SS-7-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between 

groups can be influenced 

by cultural differences; 

explain how interactions 

lead to conflict and 
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 competition (e.g., 
political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-4 
Students will describe 
conflicts between 
individuals or groups and 

explain how compromise 

and cooperation were 

possible choices to 

resolve conflict among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

SS-07-2.3.2 
Students will explain 

how compromise 

and cooperation 

were possible 

choices to resolve 

conflict among 

individuals and 

groups in early 
civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D. 

 
 
 
 

I can explain how 

cooperation and 

compromise were used in 

Greece and later in 

Rome. 

  

 SS-7-G-S–2 
Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 

surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

 
b) describe patterns of 

human settlement in 

SS-07-4.3.2- 

Students will explain 

why and give 

examples of how 

human populations 

changed and/or 

migrated because of 

factors such as war, 

disease, economic 

opportunity and 

technology in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can explain the causes 

of migration. 

Famine 
Drought 

Migration 

Disease 

War 

Economic Opportunity 

Technology 
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 world civilizations prior 
to 1500 A.D.; explain 

relationships between 

these patterns and 

human needs; analyze 

how factors (e.g., war, 

famine, disease, 

economic opportunity 

and technology) 

impacted human 

migration 

    

 SS-7-G-U-3 
Students will understand 
that regions help us to 
see Earth as an 

integrated system of 

places and features 

organized by such 

principles as landform 

types, political units, 

economic patterns and 

cultural groups. 

SS-07-4.2.1- 
Students will 

describe how regions 

in early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

were made 

distinctive by human 

characteristics (e.g., 

dams, irrigation, 

roads) and physical 

characteristics (e.g., 

mountains, bodies of 

water, valleys) that 

created advantages 

and disadvantages 

for human activities 

(e.g., exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement). 

 

 
 

I can locate 

geographical features in 

Greece and Rome. 

 
I can interpret how 

these landforms 

provided advantages 

and disadvantages in 

Greece and later in 

Rome. 

  

 SS-7-G-S –2 
Students will investigate 
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 regions of the Earth’s 
surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

a)  explain 

relationships 

between and 

among physical 

characteristics of 

regions during the 

time of world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D., and 

explain how 

regions were made 

distinctive (e.g., 

dams, irrigation, 

roads) by human 

characteristics; 

describe 

advantages and 

disadvantages for 

human activities 

(e.g., exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement) that 

resulted 

analyze current events to 
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 compare geographic 
perspectives of today with 

those of world 

civilizations prior to 1500 

    

 SS-7-G-S –3 
Students will investigate 
interactions among 
human activities and the 

physical environment: 

analyze cause and effect 

relationships between the 

natural resources of world 

civilizations prior to 1500 

A.D. and their political, 

social and economic 

development 

    

 SS-7-G-U-4 
Students will understand 
that people depended on, 

adapted to, or modified 

the environment to meet 

basic needs. Human 

actions modified the 

physical environment 

and in turn, the physical 

environment limited or 

promoted human 

activities in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

SS-07-4.2.2 
Students will 

describe and give 

examples of how 

places and regions in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D 

changed over time as 

technologies, 

resources and 

knowledge became 

available. 

 
I can give examples of 

how the Greeks and 

later Romans made 

contributions that 

changed civilizations 

over time. 

Columns 
Iron Ore 

Hellenistic 

Irrigation 

Plow 

Sanskirt 

Arches 

Aqueduct 

Sewer 

Concrete 

Colosseum 

Road System 

Literature 

 

 SS-7-G-S –2 
Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 
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 surface in world 
civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

c)evaluate how 

availability of 

technology, 

resources and 

knowledge 

caused places and 

regions to evolve 

and change 
 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

    

 SS-7-G-S –3 
Students will investigate 
interactions among 

human activities and the 

physical environment: 

a)explain how people 

of world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

used technology (e.g., 

dams, roads, bridges) 

to modify the physical 

environment to meet 
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 their needs     

 SS-7-G-U-4 
Students will understand 
that people depended on, 
adapted to, or modified 

the environment to meet 

basic needs. Human 

actions modified the 

physical environment 

and in turn, the physical 

environment limited or 

promoted human 

activities in world 

civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D. 

SS-07-4.4.2- 
Students will 

describe ways in 

which the physical 

environment (e.g., 

natural resources, 

physical geography, 

natural disasters) 

both promoted and 

limited human 

activities (e.g., 

exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement, 

development) in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 Natural Resources 
Physical Geography 
Natural Disasters 

Exploration 

Migration 

Trade 

Settlement 

Development 

 

 SS-7-G-S –3 
Students will investigate 
interactions among 

human activities and the 

physical environment: 

b) describe how the 

physical environment 

promoted or restricted 

human activities (e.g., 

exploration, migration, 

trade, settlement, 

development) of world 

civilizations prior to 
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 1500 A.D.     

 SS-7-HP-U-1 
Students will understand 
that history is an account 
of human activities that is 

interpretive in nature, and 

a variety of tools (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, timelines, 

Internet, maps) are 

needed to analyze 

historical events in world 

civilizations prior to 1500 

A.D. 

SS-07-5.1.1 
Students will use a 

variety of tools (e.g. 

primary and 

secondary sources) to 

describe and explain 

historical events and 

conditions and to 

analyze the 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
I can use 8 cultural 

elements to describe 

Greece and Rome. 

 
I can analyze primary 

and secondary sources, 

timelines, maps, and 

internet sources. 

 
I can draw conclusions 

from theses sources as 

they relate to historical 

events. 

  

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 

secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 
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 historical events and 
people: 

c)examine the rise of 

classical civilizations 

and empires (e.g., 

Greece and Rome) and 

analyze their lasting 

impacts on the world 

in the areas of 

government, 

philosophy, 

architecture, art, drama 

and literature 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-1 
Students will understand 
that history is an account 

of human activities that is 

interpretive in nature, and 

a variety of tools (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, timelines, 

Internet, maps) are 

needed to analyze 

SS-07-5.1.2- 
Students will explain 

how history is a 

series of connected 

events shaped by 

multiple cause-and- 

effect relationships 

and give examples of 

those relationships. 

 
I can list causes of major 

events in Greece and 

Rome. 

 
I can list affects of major 

events in Greece and 

Rome. 
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 historical events in world 
civilizations prior to 1500 

A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a text 

presents information. 

    

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding of the 

interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 

tools and resources (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

a)  investigate and 

chronologically 

describe (e.g., 

using timelines, 

charts, fictional 

and report writing, 

role playing) 

significant events 

in world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. and 

draw inferences 

about their 

importance 

b)  examine multiple 

cause and effect 

relationships that 
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 have shaped 
history throughout 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL1- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-4 
Students will understand 
that advances in science 
and technology had a 

significant impact on 

historical events in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 

Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 
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 Civilizations, States and 
Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

economic and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

    

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 

tools and resources (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

a)investigate and 

chronologically 

describe (e.g., using 

timelines, charts, 

fictional and report 

writing, role playing) 

significant events in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

and draw inferences 

about their 

importance 
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 b)examine multiple 
cause and effect 

relationships that have 

shaped history 

throughout world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. c)analyze 

historical events, 

conditions and 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., by 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL9- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 

Beginnings to Human 

SS-07-5.3.2- 
Students will 

describe the rise of 

classical civilizations 

 
I can give examples of 

how Greece and Rome 

made advances in these 

Classical Civilization 
Empire 

Impact 

Philosophy 
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 Society, Early 
Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

economic and/or cultural 

characteristics 

and empires (Greece 
and Rome) and 

explain how these 

civilizations had 

lasting impacts on 

the world in 

government, 

philosophy, 

architecture, art, 

drama and 

literature. 

areas: 

 Philosophy 

 Architecture 

 Art 

 Drama 

 Literature 

 Government 
 
I can describe how these 

advances in Greece and 

Rome affected the 

civilization and still 

impacts us today. 

Architecture 
Government 

 

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 

secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

c)examine the 

rise of classical 

civilizations and 

empires (e.g., 
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 Greece and 
Rome) and 

analyze their 

lasting impacts 

on the world in 

the areas of 

government, 

philosophy, 

architecture, art, 

drama and 

literature 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 
RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a 

primary or secondary 

source; provide an 

accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 
 
RL4-Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 
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 RL5- Describe how a 
text presents 

information. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

 
10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and 

audiences. 

    

Unit 5 
Feb 

1. Write arguments 
focused on discipline- 

 I can generate 
argumentative writing 

Persuasive 
Editorial 
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Argumen 
ta-tive 

Writing- 

Editorial 

(2 weeks) 

specific content. 
a. Introduce claim(s) 

about a topic or issue, 

acknowledge and 

distinguish the claim(s) 

from alternate or 

opposing claims, and 

organize the 

reasons and evidence 

logically. 

b. Support claim(s) with 

logical reasoning and 

relevant, accurate data 

and evidence that 

demonstrate an 

understanding of the 

topic or 
text, using credible 
sources. 

c. Use words, phrases, 

and clauses to create 

cohesion and clarify the 

relationships among 

claim(s), counterclaims, 

reasons, and evidence. 

d. Establish and maintain 

a formal style. 

e. Provide a concluding 

statement or section that 

follows from and 

supports the argument 

presented. 

 that supports a position 
for a portfolio 

requirement. 

Argument 
Position 

Transitions 

Thesis 

Conclusion 
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 4. Produce clear and 
coherent writing in 

which the development, 

organization, and style 

are 

appropriate to task, 

purpose, and audience. 

 
5. With some guidance 

and support from peers 

and adults, develop and 

strengthen writing as 

needed by planning, 

revising, editing, 

rewriting, or trying a 

new approach, focusing 

on how well purpose and 

audience have been 

addressed. 

 
6. Use technology, 

including the Internet, to 

produce and publish 

writing and present the 

relationships 

between information and 

ideas clearly and 

efficiently. 

    

Unit 6- 
Feb- 

March 

SS-7-GC-U-1 
Students will understand 
that forms of government 

SS-07-1.1.1-Students 
will compare 

purposes and 

 
I can give and example 

of each form of 

Caste System 
Lords 

Knights 
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Middle 
Ages, 

Islam 

(6 

Weeks) 

in world civilizations 
prior to 1500 A.D. had 

similarities and 

differences in their 

purposes and sources of 

power. 

sources of power in 
the most common 

forms of government 

(monarchy, 

democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

government. 

 
I can list the levels of 

the social classes (caste 

system). 

 
I can describe the parts 

of  feudal system 
 
 
 

I can discuss the 

importance Magna 

Carta. 
 
 
 
 
I can analyze the 

advantages and 

disadvantages of these 

forms of government. 

-Democracy 
-Republic 

-Dictatorship 

-Dynasty 
 
 
 
 
I can explain: 

 Mohammed’s 

government 

 How the empire 
expanded 

Peasants 
Magna Carta 

Feudalism 

Common Law 

Grand Jury 

Common Jury 

Parliament 

Habeas Corpus 

Dynasty 

Monarchy 

Dictatorship 

Republic 
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    The muslim way 
of life 

 
 
 
 
. 

  

 SS-7-GC-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, 

projects, present) of the 

nature of government: 

c)  explain the role of 

government (e.g., 

establishing order, 

providing 

security, 

achieving 

common goals) in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 

A.D.. and make 

connections to 

how government 

influences culture, 

society and the 
economy 

d)  compare different 

forms of 

government, and 

the purposes and 

sources of power 
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 in the most 
common forms of 

government (e.g., 

monarchy, 

democracy, 

republic, 

dictatorship) in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

 
7. Conduct short 

research projects to 

answer a question 

(including a self- 

generated question), 

drawing on several 

sources and generating 

additional related, 

focused questions that 

allow for 

multiple avenues of 

exploration. 

 
9. Draw evidence from 

informational texts to 

support analysis 

reflection, and research. 

    

 SS-7-GC-S-3     
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 Students will analyze 
information from a variety 

of print and non-print 

sources (e.g., books, 

documents, articles, 

observations, interviews, 

Internet sources) to 

research, explain and 

answer questions about 

governments and people 

of world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL5- Describe how a 

text presents 

information. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
8. Gather relevant 

information from 

multiple print and digital 

sources, using search 

terms effectively; 

assess the credibility and 

accuracy of each source; 

and quote or paraphrase 

the data and conclusions 

of others while avoiding 

plagiarism and following 
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 a standard format for 
citation. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-1 
Students will understand 
that culture is a system 
of beliefs, knowledge, 

institutions, 

customs/traditions, 

languages and skills 

shared by a group of 

people. Through a 

society’s culture, 

individuals learn the 

relationships, structures, 

patterns and processes to 

be members of the 

society. 

SS-07-2.1.1- 
Students will explain 

how elements of 

culture (e.g., 

language, the arts, 

customs, beliefs, 

literature) defined 

specific groups in 

the early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives. 

I can explain the 8 
elements of culture. 

  

 SS-7-CS-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 

understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, sing, 

create) of the complexity 

of culture by exploring 

cultural elements (e.g., 

beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

languages, skills, 

literature, the arts) of 

diverse groups and 

explaining how culture 
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 served to define groups 
in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-5 
Students will compare 
examples of cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

language, skills, the arts, 

literature) using 

information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

media, literature, 

interviews, observations, 

documentaries, artifacts) 

to analyze how cultures 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. have 

influenced cultures of 

today 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-2 
Students will understand 
that cultures develop 

social institutions (e.g., 

government, economy, 

education, religion, 

family) to structure 

society, influence 

behavior and respond to 

human needs. 

SS-07-2.2.1 
Students will compare 

how cultures (early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) developed 

social institutions 

(family, religion, 

education, 

government, 

economy) to respond 
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  to human needs, 
structure society and 

influence behavior. 

   

 SS-7-CS-S-2 
Students will investigate 
social institutions (e.g., 
family, religion, 

education, government, 

economy) in relation to 

how they responded to 

human needs, structured 

society and influenced 

behavior in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-3 
Students will understand 
that interactions among 

individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

SS-07-2.3.1- 
Students will explain 

how conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) 

occurred among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can give an example of 
each of the following 

factors in Islam and 

Middle Ages: 

 political 

 economic 

 religious 

 ethnic 

 
I can explain how each of 

those factors affected 

conflict and competition. 

  

 SS-7-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between 

groups can be influenced 

by cultural differences; 
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 explain how interactions 
lead to conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-3 
Students will understand 
that interactions among 
individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

SS-07-2.3.2 
Students will explain 

how compromise 

and cooperation 

were possible 

choices to resolve 

conflict among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

   

 SS-7-CS-S-4 
Students will describe 
conflicts between 

individuals or groups and 

explain how compromise 

and cooperation were 

possible choices to 

resolve conflict among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-G-U-2 SS-07-4.3.2 I can give an example of Black Death  
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 Students will understand 
that patterns emerge as 

humans move, settle, and 

interact on Earth’s 

surface, and can be 

identified by examining 

the location of physical 

and human 

characteristics, how they 

are arranged, and why 

they are in particular 

locations. Economic, 

political, cultural and 

social processes 

interacted to shape 

patterns of human 

populations, 

interdependence, 

cooperation and conflict 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

Students will explain 
why and give 

examples of how 

human populations 

changed and/or 

migrated because of 

factors such as war, 

disease, economic 

opportunity and 

technology in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

each of these factors: 

 Wars 

 Diseases 

 Technology 

 Economic 

Opportunity 
 

 
 

I can give details about 

how these factors 

affected population and 

migration. 

Vikings 
Crusades 

5 Pillars 

Inquisition 

Hundred Years’ War 

 

 SS-7-G-S–2 
Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 

surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

SS-7-G-S–2 
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 Students will investigate 
regions of the Earth’s 

surface in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

a)explain 

relationships between 

and among physical 

characteristics of 

regions during the 

time of world 

civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D., and 
explain how regions 

were made distinctive 

(e.g., dams, irrigation, 

roads) by human 

characteristics; 

describe advantages 

and disadvantages for 

human activities (e.g., 

exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement) that 

resulted 

b)describe patterns of 

human settlement in 

world civilizations prior 
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 to 1500 A.D.; explain 
relationships between 

these patterns and human 

needs; analyze how 

factors (e.g., war, 

famine, disease, 

economic opportunity 

and technology) 

impacted human 

migration 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 
Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 1500 

A.D.) in the history of 

world civilizations had 

social, political, economic 

and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

SS-07-5.1.1 
Students will use a 

variety of tools (e.g. 

primary and 

secondary sources) to 

describe and explain 

historical events and 

conditions and to 

analyze the 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can define the 8 
elements of culture. 

  

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 
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 secondary sources (e.g., 
biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

f)examine 

developments during 

the Middle Ages (e.g., 

feudalism, nation 

states, monarchies, 

religious institutions, 

limited government, 

trade) and describe 

resulting influences 

on modern societies 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 
RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a primary 

or secondary source; 

provide an accurate 

summary of the source 

distinct from prior 
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 knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-2 
Students will understand 
that world civilizations 
prior to 1500 A.D. can 

be examined in order to 

develop chronological 

understanding, recognize 

cause-effect 

relationships, and 

interpret historical events 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 

Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

SS-07-5.3.4 
Students will 

describe 

developments during 

the Middle Ages 

(feudalism, nation 

states, monarchies, 

religious institutions, 

limited government, 

trade, trade 

associations, 

 
I can explain how of 

developments in the 

middle ages influence 

modern society. 

Feudalism 
Nation States 

Monarchies 

Religious Institutions 

Limited Government 

Trade 

Trade Associations 
Capitalism 
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 and Exploration as it 
relates to world 

civilizations prior to 1500 

A.D.) in the history of 

world civilizations had 

social, political, economic 

and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

capitalism) and give 
examples of how 

these developments 

influenced modern 

societies. 

   

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 

secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

f)examine 

developments during 

the Middle Ages (e.g., 

feudalism, nation 

states, monarchies, 

religious institutions, 

limited government, 

trade) and describe 

resulting influences on 

modern societies 
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 RL7- Integrate visual 
information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

    

 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 
Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

economic and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

    

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 

interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 
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 tools and resources (e.g., 
primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

a)investigate and 

chronologically 

describe (e.g., 

using timelines, 

charts, fictional 

and report 

writing, role 

playing) 

significant events 

in world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. and 

draw inferences 

about their 

importance 

b)examine multiple 

cause and effect 

relationships that have 

shaped history 

throughout world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. c)analyze 

historical events, 

conditions and 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., by 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 
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 economic status, 
religion, political 

group) in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 
RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a primary 

or secondary source; 

provide an accurate 

summary of the source 

distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL9- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

    

 SS-7-GC-U-1 
Students will understand 
that forms of government 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. had 

similarities and 

differences in their 

purposes and sources of 

power. 
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 RL4-Determine the 
meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

    

Unit 7- 
April 

Renaissa 
nce 

(4 weeks) 

SS-7-CS-U-1 
Students will understand 
that culture is a system 

of beliefs, knowledge, 

institutions, 

customs/traditions, 

languages and skills 

shared by a group of 

people. Through a 

society’s culture, 

SS-07-1.1.1 
Students will 

compare purposes 

and sources of power 

in the most common 

forms of government 

(monarchy, 

democracy, republic, 

dictatorship) in early 

civilizations prior to 

I can explain how city- 
states were important 

in defining Renaissance 

government. 

 
I can explain the role of 

the Catholic Church in 

government. 

Diplomacy 
Reformation 
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 individuals learn the 
relationships, structures, 

patterns and processes to 

be members of the 

society. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

1500 A.D.    

 SS-7-CS-S-1 
Students will 
demonstrate an 
understanding (e.g., 

speak, draw, write, sing, 

create) of the complexity 

of culture by exploring 

cultural elements (e.g., 

beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

languages, skills, 

literature, the arts) of 

diverse groups and 

explaining how culture 

served to define groups 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 
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 digital texts.     

 SS-7-CS-S-5 
Students will compare 
examples of cultural 
elements (e.g., beliefs, 

customs/traditions, 

language, skills, the arts, 

literature) using 

information from a 

variety of print and non- 

print sources (e.g., 

media, literature, 

interviews, observations, 

documentaries, artifacts) 

to analyze how cultures 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. have 

influenced cultures of 

today 

SS-07-2.1.1- 
Students will explain 

how elements of 

culture (e.g., 

language, the arts, 

customs, beliefs, 

literature) defined 

specific groups in 

the early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. and 

resulted in unique 

perspectives. 

I can define the 8 
elements of culture. 

 
I can relate how each 

element of culture 

defines the Renaissance. 

  

 SS-7-CS-U-3 
Students will understand 
that interactions among 

individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between 

groups can be influenced 

by cultural differences; 

SS-07-2.3.1- 
Students will explain 

how conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

 
I can discuss the 

importance of religious 

competition during the 

Renaissance. 
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 explain how interactions 
lead to conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

religious, ethnic) 
occurred among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
I can classify political, 

economical, and ethnic 

factors and their 

influence during the 

Renaissance. 

  

 SS-7-CS-U-3 
Students will understand 
that interactions among 
individuals and groups 

assume various forms 

(e.g., compromise, 

cooperation, conflict, 

competition) and are 

influenced by culture. 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-4 
Students will describe 
conflicts between 

individuals or groups and 

explain how compromise 

and cooperation were 

possible choices to 

resolve conflict among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-GC-U-2 
Students will understand 
that the key ideals (e.g., 

citizenship, justice, 

SS-07-2.3.2 
Students will explain 

how compromise 

and cooperation 
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 equality, and rule of law) 
of a democratic form of 

government were 

practiced in some world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 

were possible 
choices to resolve 

conflict among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

   

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 
interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 

tools and resources (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

a)investigate and 

chronologically 

describe (e.g., 

using timelines, 

charts, fictional 

and report 

writing, role 

playing) 

significant events 

in world 

civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. and 

SS-07-5.1.2 
Students will explain 

how history is a series 

of connected events 

shaped by multiple 

cause-and-effect 

relationships and give 

examples of those 

relationships. 

I can explain the impact 
the church reform had 

on the Renaissance. 
 
I can explain the 

importance of the 

English Reformation. 

Secular 
Humanism 
Indulgences 

Predestination 

Civil War 

Reformation 

Annulment 

 



76  
 

 

 

 draw inferences 
about their 

importance 

b)examine multiple 

cause and effect 

relationships that have 

shaped history 

throughout world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. c)analyze 

historical events, 

conditions and 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., by 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 
RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a primary 

or secondary source; 

provide an accurate 

summary of the source 

    



77  
 

 

 

 distinct from prior 
knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL9- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

    

 SS-7-CS-U-1 
Students will understand 
that culture is a system 
of beliefs, knowledge, 

institutions, 

customs/traditions, 

languages and skills 

shared by a group of 

people. Through a 

society’s culture, 

individuals learn the 

relationships, structures, 

patterns and processes to 

be members of the 

society. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

a a text’s description of a 

process related to 

history/social studies. 
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 RL4-Determine the 
meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 

in a text, including 

vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter 

time frames (a single 

sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

    

Unit 8- 
May Age 
of 

Explorati 
on 

(Incas. 

Mayans) 

(2 

Weeks) 

SS-7-CS-S-3 
Students will explain how 
communications between 
groups can be influenced 

by cultural differences; 

explain how interactions 

lead to conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) among 

individuals and groups in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. 

 
RL3- Identify key steps in 

SS-07-2.3.1 
Students will explain 

how conflict and 

competition (e.g., 

political, economic, 

religious, ethnic) 

occurred among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can list main the 
countries involved in 

exploration. 

 
I can describe different 

conflicts and how the 

government was 

involved. 
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 a a text’s description of a 
process related to 

history/social studies. 

    

 SS-7-CS-S-4 
Students will describe 

conflicts between 
individuals or groups 

and explain how 

compromise and 

cooperation were 

possible choices to 

resolve conflict 

among individuals 

and groups in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

SS-07-2.3.2 
Students will explain 

how compromise 

and cooperation 

were possible 

choices to resolve 

conflict among 

individuals and 

groups in early 

civilizations prior to 
1500 A.D. 

I can explain how first 
settlers cooperated with 

 Mayans 

 Incas 

 Aztecs 

 
I can explain how first 

settlers compromised 

with 

 Mayans 

 Incas 

 Aztecs 

  

 SS-7-G-U-2 
Students will understand 

that patterns emerge 

as humans move, 

settle, and interact on 

Earth’s surface, and 

can be identified by 

examining the 

location of physical 

and human 

characteristics, how 

they are arranged, 

and why they are in 

particular locations. 

Economic, political, 
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 cultural and social 
processes interacted 

to shape patterns of 

human populations, 

interdependence, 

cooperation and 

conflict in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

    

 SS – 7-G-U-2 Students 
will investigate regions 
of the Earth’s surface in 

world civilizations prior 

to 1500 A.D. using 

information from print 

and non-print sources 

(e.g., books, films, 

magazines, Internet, 

geographic tools): 

describe patterns of 

b)human settlement 

in world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D.; 

explain relationships 

between these 

patterns and human 

needs; analyze how 

factors (e.g., war, 

famine, disease, 

economic 

opportunity and 

technology) impacted 

human migration 

SS-07-4.3.2 
Students will explain 

why and give 

examples of how 

human populations 

changed and/or 

migrated because of 

factors such as war, 

disease, economic 

opportunity and 

technology in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

I can explain how 
economic opportunity 

led to the demand of 

exploration. 

 
I can describe why some 

countries were more 

successful because of 

their technologies. 
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 SS-7-G-U-4 
Students will understand 

that people depended 

on, adapted to, or 

modified the 

environment to meet 

basic needs. Human 

actions modified the 

physical environment 

and in turn, the 

physical environment 

limited or promoted 

human activities in 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

    

 SS-7-G-S –3 
Students will investigate 
interactions among 
human activities and the 

physical environment: 

describe how the 

b)physical 

environment 

promoted or 

restricted human 

activities (e.g., 

exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement, 

development) of 

world civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

SS-07-4.4.2 
Students will 

describe ways in 

which the physical 

environment (e.g., 

natural resources, 

physical geography, 

natural disasters) 

both promoted and 

limited human 

activities (e.g., 

exploration, 

migration, trade, 

settlement, 

development) in 

early civilizations 

prior to 1500 A.D. 

I can list the main 
explorers and their 

accomplishments. 

 
I can discuss how the 

misconception of the 

world led to new 

discoveries. 
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 SS-7-HP-U-5 
Students will understand 
that each era (e.g., 

Beginnings to Human 

Society, Early 

Civilizations, Classical 

Civilizations, Major 

Civilizations, States and 

Empires, Medieval 

Europe and the Rise of 

Western Civilizations, 

and Exploration as it 

relates to world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D.) in the history 

of world civilizations 

had social, political, 

economic and/or cultural 

characteristics. 

    

 SS-7-HP-S-1 
Students will demonstrate 
an understanding of the 

interpretative nature of 

history using a variety of 

tools and resources (e.g., 

primary and secondary 

sources, Internet, 

timelines, maps): 

c)analyze historical 

events, conditions and 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., by 

SS-07-5.1.1 
Students will use a 

variety of tools (e.g. 

primary and 

secondary sources) to 

describe and explain 

historical events and 

conditions and to 

analyze the 

perspectives of 

different individuals 

and groups (e.g., 

gender, race, region, 

ethnic group, age, 

I can use different 
sources to research and 

find who discovered the 

cultures of 

 Mayans 

 Incas 

 Aztecs 
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 gender, race, region, 
ethnic group, age, 

economic status, 

religion, political 

group) in world 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

 
RL9- Analyze the 

relationship between a 

primary and secondary 

source on the same topic. 

economic status, 
religion, political 

group) in early 

civilizations prior to 

1500 A.D. 

   

 SS-7-HP-S-2 
Students will investigate, 
using primary and 
secondary sources (e.g., 

biographies, films, 

magazines, Internet 

resources, textbooks, 

artifacts), to answer 

questions about, locate 

examples of, or interpret 

factual and fictional 

accounts of major 

historical events and 

people: 

d)describe the rise of 

western civilizations 

(e.g., Mayan, Incan, 

Aztec) and non- 

western civilizations 

(e.g., Egyptian, 

Chinese, Indian, 
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 Persian) and analyze 
ways in which these 

cultures influenced 

government, 

philosophy, art, drama 

and literature in the 

present day 

e)explain how the 

movement of goods 

affected settlement 

patterns in and 

relations between early 

civilizations, empires, 

nations and states (e.g., 

Asia, Africa, and the 

Americas) 
 
RL1-Cite specific textual 

evidence to support 

analysis of primary and 

secondary sources. 

 
RL2-Determine the 

central ideas of a 

primary or secondary 

source; provide an 

accurate summary of the 

source distinct from prior 

knowledge or opinions. 

 
RL4-Determine the 

meaning of words and 

phrases as they are used 
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 in a text, including 
vocabulary specific to 

domains related to 

history/social studies. 

 
RL-6 Identify aspects of 

a text that reveal an 

author’s point of view or 

purpose. 

 
RL7- Integrate visual 

information with other 

information in print and 

digital texts. 

 
RL8- Distinguish among 

fact, opinion, and 

reasoned judgment in a 

text. 

 
RL10- By the end of 

grade 8, read and 

comprehend 

history/social studies 

texts in the grades 6-8 

text complexity band 

independently and 

proficiently. 

 
10. Write routinely over 

extended time frames 

(time for reflection and 

revision) and shorter 
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 timeframes (a single 
sitting or a day or two) 

for a 

range of discipline- 

specific tasks, purposes, 

and audiences. 

    

      

 


