
      What are Text-Dependent Questions?   
    Text-dependent, or 
not text-dependent? That is 
the question!  This type of 
student inquiry can only be 
answered through close read-
ing of a text and responses 
must be supported by evi-
dence from the text. Text-
dependent questions can be 
used to check students’ under-
standing, but a strong text-
dependent question does not 
invite students merely to par-
ticipate in a scavenger hunt. 
This means that text-
dependent questions are not 

low-level, nor do they 
prompt students to pro-
duce literal or recall an-
swers.  “A strong text-
dependent question should 
invite students to interpret 
theme, analyze syntax and 
text structure, support stu-
dents’ understanding of 
vocabulary, and analyze the 
effects of specific word 
choice.” (Critical Thinking 
Works) 

 Text-dependent 
questions require that stu-
dents have read the text. 
There are several kinds of 
text dependent questions: 
some require references to 
part of the text, and some 
require more of a look at 
the text as a whole.  Text 
dependent questions may 
even ask students to make 

connections between more than one 
piece of text.  (See  image.) 

The Importance of Text-Dependent Questions 
 Text-dependent questions: 1. Draw the reader back to the text to discover what it says.  2. Have concrete and explic-

it answers rooted in the text. (Understanding beyond basic facts and are not recall.)  3. Frame inquiries in ways that do not 

rely on a mix of personal opinion, background information, and imaginative speculation. (Evidence comes from text, not 

outside resources.) 

 Why Text Dependent Questions? 

 80 to 90% of the ELA Reading Standards in each grade level require text dependent analysis, yet over 30% of questions 

in major text books do not. 

 One of the first and most important steps to implementing the ELA Common Core Standards is to focus on identifying, 

evaluating, and creating text-dependent questions. 

 Deep Reading, the kind encouraged by the common core standards, asks students to “read like a detective,” looking 

closely for details. 

 Rather than asking students questions about their prior knowledge or experiences, the standards expect students to 

struggle with text-dependent questions. 
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 The Common Core 
State Standards for reading 
strongly focus on students gath-
ering evidence, knowledge, and 
insight from what they read. 
Approximately eighty to ninety 
percent of the Reading Stand-
ards in each grade require text 
dependent analysis. It makes 
sense, then, that our curricu-
lum materials should have a 
similar percentage of text de-
pendent questions.  
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