
 Students participate in class discussions every day in every class. The question be-

comes one of effectiveness. When John Hattie arrived at a 0.82 effect size for this phenome-

non, he was referencing classroom discussions that are engaging and productive. 

 Productive classroom discussions enable students to invent, create, imagine, take 

risks, and dig for deeper meanings. Teachers can create a climate conducive for these kinds 

of conversations by being mindful of the essential conditions of interactive teaching.  

 We can set clear expectations for the outcomes of class discussions. Is there a graphic 
organizer to complete? Will there be a final written question or writing assignment to be 
completed? 

 Classroom space should be controlled and used effectively. Will you sit in rows? In a 
circle? In small groups? 

 Cooperative learning structures (such as Kagan) should be in place and used regularly so 
students are familiar with how to collaborate with their peers.  

 Remember to ask good questions. If you plan your questions ahead of time and antici-
pate student responses, their misconceptions, etc., you will be prepared to follow up 
with whatever they need.   

 Resist responding to questions yourself. Instead, you can redirect students, confirm 
responses, or restate what they have said. 

 There is no doubt that our students love to talk, but the talk they do should be 
managed in a way that promotes their learning without stifling 
their enthusiasm. Practice channeling their youthful energy 
into great classroom discussions and watch their achievement 
increase.  
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The Carter County School District 

recently purchased the ACT Mastery 

Prep Program.   ACT Mastery Prep 

improves student skills in Reading, 

Math, English, Science and Social 

Studies.   

Left: Mrs. Julie Jackson completes  a 

math lesson using Mastery Prep. 
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