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 Heritage Elementary earned top honors at our District Flashback Com-

petition this week with their WHES News Broadcast that featured all the district 

initiatives being utilized every day at Heritage.  Congratulations also goes out to 

West Carter Middle who received second place. Thanks to every school for your 

participation. Each of you demonstrated a strong commitment to the district’s 

vision of being The Standard of Excellence. 

 Click on the image above to view the winning entry!  

 One of the essential components of explicit instruction is beginning a lesson 

by helping students understand the purpose for their learning and activating their 

prior knowledge. Many researchers refer to this as “Setting the Stage for Learning.” 

This phase of a lesson is more than turning to our students and saying, “Okay...now 

it’s time for math!”  

 Hattie’s research tells us that helping kids understand the purpose for their 

learning and showing them how to assess their progress towards those targets can 

have an effect size of 1.44! Hattie refers to this as being “assessment literate.” It 

means that our students are clear about the connections between what they are 

learning and how they are learning it/being assessed.   

 In Carter County, we use PACE. This initiative allows us to quickly bring our 

kids up to speed on how our lesson will proceed for the day. We have also worked 

diligently to build our knowledge of Before, During, and After reading strategies. 

These tools help us when we need to activate students’ prior knowledge and assists 

us in making sure the purpose for reading is like a thread that weaves throughout 

our entire lesson. 

https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/activating.html
https://wvde.state.wv.us/strategybank/activating.html
http://www.gcasd.org/Downloads/Activating_Strategies.pdf
http://www.gcasd.org/Downloads/Activating_Strategies.pdf
https://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/researchguide/k-4/documents/Get%20curious/Strategies%20for%20Activating%20Prior%20Knowledge%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/researchguide/k-4/documents/Get%20curious/Strategies%20for%20Activating%20Prior%20Knowledge%5b1%5d.pdf
https://www.bcps.org/offices/lis/researchguide/k-4/documents/Get%20curious/Strategies%20for%20Activating%20Prior%20Knowledge%5b1%5d.pdf
http://www.cartercountyschools.org/curriculum
http://www.cartercountyschools.org/curriculum
http://www.cartercountyschools.org/curriculum
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K0bkAHOScb0

