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      Students in Emily Rayburn’s math class at 

Heritage played Four Corners to practice fraction 

equivalence this week. This is one way to use MC 

questions for review. After each question, have a 

student who  answered correctly explain their 

response. You might also provide a tracking 

sheet for all students to record their work before 

choosing a corner and then revise their work if 

needed. 

    Have you taken just a moment to reflect on that very important question? As educators, we must take the time to 

examine our instructional practices and ask ourselves if we are doing enough to grow really good readers.  

    Research tells us that good readers know the purpose for their reading. They also preview the text, activate prior 

knowledge, and make predictions about what they will learn from their reading.  Strong readers instinctively do 

these things prior to reading a text. It is up to us to train our students in these habits so that as they grow they can 

be gradually released to do these processes on their own. 

    Good readers make connections, visualize, predict and confirm, reread, draw conclusions, stop and review, and 

use a host of other during reading strategies that help them think while reading.  Good readers often have a pencil 

in hand while they read so they can make notes or observations about the text. Unfortunately, most children do not 

innately do these practices—they must be taught through direct instruction and modeling. 

    After good readers complete a reading task, they are able to process what they have read in a variety of ways: 

summarizing, retelling, discussing, etc. These students are able to present what they have learned from a text 

with clarity and precision. Good readers are able to provide justification by citing textual evidence. In order for read-

ers to be proficient at these types of responses, they must have modeling and practice.  

    Finally, good readers know how to cope with unfamiliar vocabulary. They know how to use context clues to read 

around a word and discover its meaning. They can use parts of words (prefixes, suffixes, and root words) to decode 

meanings of words. They are able to understand various connotations of words.  Our top readers can deal with 

technical vocabulary, difficult names of people and places, and do not panic when a new word appears in the 

text.  If we want our students to be strong readers, we must teach them how to attack 

vocabulary.  

    Good readers are equipped readers: They have the tools they need to take apart a 

text. They are purposeful, strategic, and critical readers who understand the content 

presented in various types of texts. Some readers come to us with more skills than oth-

ers, but we can provide them with the training, modeling, and hard work they need to 

learn to do what good readers do.  
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