
      Teachers of Writing  
“Learning to write well is one of 

the most challenging tasks for anyone, regard-
less of age. It takes time, practice, and lots of 
encouragement. Teachers can help children 
develop their skills and, equally important, a 
love for words and writing.” (National Writ-
ing Project NWP) 

Teachers of all subjects and all 
levels can incorporate writing into the con-
tent they teach. While it may be a challenge 
for some students and in some classes, it is 
not impossible. As educators we are very 
creative. Teachers have this unique ability to 
take a task and turn it into an amazing learn-
ing opportunity for dozens of children every 
day. Writing provides an avenue for students 
to think critically and communicate their 
ideas. They are able to clarify their thought 
processes before sharing them publically. 
They are allowed to reflect on their learning, 
role play, question, and explore in ways that 
they may not otherwise.  

 

 

 

 

If educators choose 
to use writing in their class-
rooms, they must be sure to do 
so wisely. The NWP has       
published some do’s and don’t’s 
for good writing instruction. 

Base Every Decision on the Best People 
"We may have been taught to "teach to the middle," where the majority of the students cluster.  How-

ever, as long as we teach to the middle the majority of our students will remain in the middle.  Great teachers 
take a different approach.  Great teachers aim high.  Great teachers make decisions following three simple 
guidelines:  1. What is the purpose?  2.  Will this actually accomplish the purpose?  3. What will the best people 
think?” 

Whitaker says to ask, “What will the best students think?”   This helps us manage our classrooms like 
well-run businesses.  As effective teachers, it is imperative that we treat every student as one of our best stu-
dents, causing all of them to feel challenged and welcome in our classrooms.  The atmosphere in a well-run 
classroom is charged with positive energy; every student is engaged.  Top students do not coast along in neutral, 
because this causes the entire class to lose momentum.  Great teachers find a way to keep every student in gear 
and moving forward.  We cannot afford for our best students to be lost in the shuffle.   They deserve much 
more than that. 

As we move along in the last semester of the 2012-2013 school year towards state assessments and 
College/Career Ready accountability for all students, put your classrooms in "high gear"!  Let's prepare ALL 
students to perform their best and be prepared for their future in post- secondary education and the workforce.  
Nurture the superstar students you have and work to cultivate others.  Keep your best, most well -rounded 
students at the forefront when you make decisions.  Your classes will be better off and your job will be more 
enjoyable! 
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 When Writing is Assigned 

 

Students are asked to write only on the 

teacher's topics. 

When Writing is Taught 
 

Students have opportunities to create topics 

that matter to them. 

The teacher selects writing topics for papers 

without consideration of audience and pur-

pose. 

Audience and purpose for papers are specifi-

cally identified in assignments. 

Most of a teacher's time is spent correcting 

papers. 
Most of a teacher's time is spent in class 

teaching writing skills and strategies. 

Students are asked to analyze, compare, 

describe, narrate, review, and summarize, 

without the strategies to successfully com-

plete these tasks. 

Students are given writing models, assign-

ments, and strategies to guide each of their 

different writing tasks. 

Students are not aware of significant im-

provement in their writing. 
Students reflect on significant growth—or 

lack of it—in specific writing skills. 

Students are required to rewrite—in some 

cases. But rewriting usually is limited to 

correcting grammar, usage, etc. 

Students are encouraged to revise, edit, and 

improve—and to correct drafts and then 

resubmit. 

Students are required to write without much 

forethought. 
Students think about what they write through 

brainstorming, free-writing, role-playing, 

discussion or other prewriting activities. 

Students and teachers are bored by what 

students write. 
Students and teachers are excited about 

what students write and make efforts to 

display and publish it. 
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