
own. A teacher can be a role model, a 

savior, and a friend. A teacher can com-

pel a student to have a lifetime hunger 

for knowledge. A teacher can inspire 

values for compassion, philanthropy, 

hard-work, bravery, integrity, and com-

mitment. A teacher can do and be any-

thing, and often they are.  

 Thank you. Thank you to the 

teachers reading this that are feeling 

that warm restoration in their chests 

because they know they are making a 

difference in this world. Thank you for 

molding young minds. Thank you for 

overcoming the daily struggles of a com-

plicated education system, and still dedi-

cating yourselves to achieving as much 

as possible for your students. Thank you 

for patience. Thank you for the kindness 

you showed us as little ones. Thank you 

for the guidance you gave us as we were 

learning to grow. Thank you for swal-

lowing every negative generalization 

people may make about teachers, and 

knowing in your hearts that what you 

accomplish in school is worth it all and 

then some. Thank you for giving young 

adults the confidence to follow their 

dreams. Even on the difficult days, re-

member that you are never forgotten. 

Students who read this letter will think 

of you. They think of you all the time. We 

all will talk about the stories of teachers 

we adored for decades. We will laugh, 

cry, and appreciate.  

 We carry what you taught us 

in our minds, and also in our hearts, for 

the rest of our lives.   

  Sincerely,  

    

         Your Forever Students 

 In my search for ways to 

say “Thank you” to the many 

teachers who work tirelessly day 

after day to inspire learning in the 

hearts and minds of our Carter 

County students, I came upon this 

letter. I felt I had to share it in the 

hope that it conveys the message 

of gratitude shared by all of us who 

are touched by the power of teach-

ers.  

Dear Teachers, 

 I want to write this to all 

of the teachers who understand the 

grave importance of their occupa-

tion, and who do not take that 

responsibility lightly. This letter is 

for the teachers that have never 

known the true definition of an 

eight-hour work day. This letter is 

for the teachers that have also 

transformed into club leaders, 

sports coaches, directors, dedicated 

fans, event planners, role models, 

counselors, and loyal friends. This 

letter is for the teachers who touch 

lives with each passing day, and 

help to build the foundation for 

some of the world’s most astound-

ing and incredible adults. 

 Teachers, I’m sure there 

are days that cause you to question 

if any of your work is making a 

difference to your seemingly unap-

preciative students. I want to as-

sure you in this letter of your vast 

power of influence. I can remember 

things that teachers have said to 

me dating back to when I was six 

years old. I know I am not alone in 

that regard either. Everything you 

say and do affects your students, and 

that makes your job one of the most im-

portant jobs in the world.  

 I grew up in a small town 

where I learned to appreciate all teachers 

reading this letter. I met many teachers 

that would probably remind you of your-

selves. There was the math teacher who 

would stay with me until 5:00 in the even-

ing, trying to develop my persistently 

subpar mathematical abilities. There was 

the English teacher that first gave me a 

bad grade on a paper, and then chal-

lenged me to excel far beyond what I 

knew I was capable of. There was the art 

teacher whose laughter and brilliance 

had students working in her room over 

their lunches. There were the many 

coaches that constantly went above and 

beyond the call of duty. There was the 

enthusiastic history teacher that had 

most of the student body convinced she 

lived at the high school. We swore her 

mini-cooper never left the faculty parking 

lot. There was the Spanish teacher that 

called my mom because he was con-

cerned that I was going through a tough 

time. There were the innovative teachers 

who tirelessly sought to integrate tech-

nology into the curriculum and who 

strongly influenced my own interests and 

skills in technology. There was the music 

teacher that captured the hearts of every-

one she taught with her passion, fearless-

ness, sincerity, and true love for her stu-

dents. I could write for days about every 

teacher I watched change the life of a 

student. Teaching was never just a job for 

those people, it was a gift.  

 A teacher can become a parent 

to a kid who hardly has one of his or her 
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I N S I D E  T H I S  

I S S U E :  

End of School 

Activities 

 

End of the Year 

Printables 

 

End of the Year 

Resources 

 

End of School 

Lesson Plans 

 

  

Friday Focus 

M A Y  6 ,  2 0 1 6  V O L U M E  4 ,  I S S U E  3 1  

 May 4-10 Ele-

mentary and 

Middle Testing 

Window 

 May 9-13 High 

School Testing 

Window 

 May 17 Election 

Day No School 

 May 20 ECHS 

Graduation 

 May 21 WCHS 

Graduation 

 May 23 Last Day 

of School 
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http://www.lauracandler.com/yearend.php
http://www.lauracandler.com/yearend.php
http://lessonplanspage.com/endschool-htm/
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