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Why Use Formative Assessment? 
 Formative assessments are 

about checking for understanding in an 

effective way in order to guide instruc-

tion. They are used during instruction 

rather than at the end of a unit or 

course of study. And if we use them 

correctly and often, yes, there is a 

chance instruction will slow when we 

discover we need to re-teach or review 

material the students wholly "did not 

get" -- and that's okay. Because some-

times we have to slow down in order to 

go quickly. 

     What this means is that if we are 

about getting to the end, we may lose 

our audience, the students. If you are 

not routinely checking for understanding 

then you are not in touch with your stu-

dents' learning. Perhaps they are already 

far, far behind. 

     We are all guilty of this one -- the 

ultimate teacher copout: "Are there any 

questions, students?" Pause for three 

seconds. Silence. "No? Okay, let's move 

on." 

     Ever assign the big project, test, 

or report at the end of a unit and find 

yourself shocked with the results, and 

not in a good way? The reason for the 

crummy results is not the students, 

but a lack of formative assessments 

along the way and discovering when, 

where, and how certain information 

needed to be re-taught or reviewed. 

Using appropriate formative assess-

ments allows us to ascertain our stu-

dents’ current level of understanding 

before we find ourselves at the end 

of a unit with a group of children who 

haven’t made it there with us! 

 

     There are many great re-

sources for creating and using 

strong formative assessments. 

Rick Stiggins’ book, Classroom 

Assessment for Student Learn-

ing, is one of the pillars of Ken-

tucky’s Unbridled Learning legis-

lation. Another author you may 

want to check out is Paige Keeley. 

Her books are available for both 

math and science, but the strate-

gies can be adapted to fit any 

content. This issue of the Friday 

Focus has several links to other 

awesome resources for some 

FACTs (Formative Assessment 

Classroom Techniques) you can 

use with your students. 

     Remember…if we want to 

make sure all of our students are 

with us at the end of the jour-

ney, we must keep track of where 

each one is along the way. Forma-

tive assessment gives us a way of 

monitoring progress so we can 

address student needs as they 

arise.  

3 Essential Principles of Formative Assessment  

 

1. Formative Assessment is Student Focused 

 Formative assessment is purposefully directed toward the 

student. It does not emphasize how teachers deliver information 

but, rather, how students receive that information, how well they 

understand it, and how they can apply it. 

2. Formative Assessment is Instructionally Informative 

 During instruction, teachers assess student understanding 

and progress toward standards mastery in order to evaluate the 

effectiveness of their instructional design. Both teachers and stu-

dents, individually and together, review and reflect on assessment 

outcomes. As teachers gather information from formative assess-

ment, they adjust their instruction to further student learning. 

3. Formative Assessment is Outcomes Based 

 Formative assessment focuses on achieving goals rather 

than determining if a goal was or was not met, and one of the 

ways it does so is by helping to clarify learning goals and stand-

ards for both teachers and students. Teaching and learning are 

based on these standards. Students know the criteria for meeting 

the standards and are frequently shown exemplars. 

    —ASCD (Association of Supervision and Curriculum Development) 
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