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      Students in Kathy Bledsoe’s math classroom at West Carter Middle 

are pictured using response paddles during a session of Showdown. We 

have seen many teachers taking advantage of this Kagan structure in 

math, reading, science, and social studies classrooms across the district. 

Showdown is a great structure for guided practice because it allows the 

teacher to monitor student responses. It is also great for independent 

cooperative learning because students are able to work together as an 

interdependent peer group to coach, reteach, and self-correct. Talk 

about Active Engagement!  

     Being actively engaged in a lesson is more than sitting up straight and paying 

attention. As technology has increased, many educators are excited to think that engage-

ment has also risen. However, a student who sits quietly, so well-behaved, and seemingly 

enthralled by that high-tech device in his hands isn’t necessarily fully committed to learn-

ing.  True engagement is multi-dimensional. We should consider at least three qualities of 

our lesson: Are students behaviorally, emotionally, and cognitively engaged?  

 One researcher,  John Almode, of James Madison University, has given us                                                                         

8 Qualities That Indicate Students are Engaged.  He says that we need at least 3 of these 

to keep our kids on the edge of their seats.  

 Almode also found that effec-

tive feedback to students is 

critical in increasing student 

engagement. When teachers 

support students with feed-

back they can act upon, the 

students are able to immedi-

ately work to meet the expec-

tations. Even allowing stu-

dents to participate in peer 

review and feedback is highly 

beneficial.  

    Remember, engaged stu-

dents are students who are 

learning at high levels. 
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