
Read Across America Day 
You're never too old, too wacky, 

too wild, 

To pick up a book and read with a 
child. 

You're never too busy, too cool, or 
too hot, 

To pick up a book and share what 
you've got. 

In schools and communities, 

Let's gather around, 

Let's pick up a book, 

Let's pass it around. 

There are kids all around you, 

Kids who will need 

Someone to hug, 

Someone to read. 

Come join us March 1st 

Your own special way 

And make this America's 

Read to Kids Day. 

                                            

This year’s theme for Read 
Across America is “Grab 
Your Hat and Read with the 
Cat.” The NEA website has 
several tips and ideas for 
organizing events and activi-
ties for your classroom and 
school that are related to this 
year’s celebration. Please see 
this week’s “Inside this issue” 
links for more exciting ideas 
related to Read Across Amer-
ica Day.  

  

 

   OH THE PLACES WE WILL GO!       
 In May 1997, a small reading task force at NEA came up with a big idea. They called it 
“NEA's Read Across America” and it would be celebrated on Dr. Seuss's birthday." And so was 
born on March 2, 1998, the largest celebration of reading this country has ever seen.  The pur-
pose of “Read Across America Day” is to motivate children to read because reading is an im-
portant factor in student achievement and creating lifelong successful readers. Research has 
shown that children who are motivated and spend more time reading do better in school. 

 This year “Read Across America Day” will be celebrated on Friday, March 1.  As the 
above statistics demonstrate, it is beneficial to everyone if we intentionally focus on literacy for 
ALL children.  When I read the above data it tells me if literacy increases in our country then---
the number of prison inmates and juvenile offenders would decrease, taxes would decrease, 
school dropouts would decrease, and the number of Americans dependent on welfare would de-
crease.  As a taxpayer, educator, and parent I believe schools, parents, and communities should 
work together to increase literacy across our country.  Just imagine the “places we could go” if all 

Americans were literate!  Celebrate “Read Across America Day” with children and increase litera-
cy in your community.  
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 "The more that you read, the more 
things you will know. The more that 
you learn, the more places you'll go." 

 60 percent of America's prison in-

mates are illiterate and 85% of all 

juvenile offenders have reading prob-

lems.  

 It is estimated that the cost of illiteracy 

to business and the taxpayer is $20 

billion per year.  

 Over one million children drop out of 

school each year, costing the nation 

over $240 billion in lost earnings, 

forgone tax revenues, and expendi-

tures for social services. 

 The average student learns about 

3,000 words per year in the early 

school years (8 words per day).  

 2/3 of students who cannot read profi-

ciently by the end of the 4th grade will 

end up in jail or on welfare. 
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