
creases boys' engagement, and in-

cludes the teacher leading students in 

physical "brain breaks"—quick, one-

minute brain-awakening activities—

that keep boys' minds engaged. 

5. Approximately 50 per-

cent of reading and writing choices in 

a classroom are left up to the stu-

dents themselves. Regularly including 

nontraditional materials, such as 

graphic novels, magazines, and comic 

books, increases boys' engagement in 

reading and improves both creative 

and expository writing. 

Boys are wonderful learners 

and can learn as well as girls. Through 

the disruptions they cause in class-

rooms and the low grades they get on 

report cards, through their glazed 

eyes and tapping feet, they are plead-

ing: "We need a lot of help. We need 

teachers to understand how to teach 

us effectively, so that we succeed.” 

    Everywhere around us, 

boys want to learn, but they aren't 

learning as well as girls are. Teachers 

know the statistics: boys get the 

majority of D’s and F’s and the mi-

nority of A’s; they are behind on 

state tests in all 50 states; and they 

drop out of high school at higher 

rates than girls. The following prac-

tical strategies present some op-

tions for reaching out and helping 

boys reach success in our class-

rooms. 

1. Teachers increase the 

use of graphics, pictures, and story-

boards in literacy-related classes 

and assignments. When teachers 

use pictures and graphics more 

often (even well into high school), 

boys write with more detail, retain 

more information, and get better 

grades on written work across the 

curriculum. 

2. Classroom methodolo-

gy includes project-based education 

in which the teacher facilitates 

hands-on, kinesthetic learning. The 

more learning is project-driven and 

kinesthetic, the more boys' bodies 

will be engaged in learning—causing 

more information to be retained, 

remembered, and displayed on tests 

and assignments. 

3. Teachers provide com-

petitive learning opportunities, 

even while holding to cooperative 

learning frameworks. Competitive 

learning includes classroom debates, 

content-related games, and goal-

oriented activities; these are often 

essential for boy-learning and highly 

useful for the life success of girls, 

too. 

4. Teachers move around 

their classrooms as they teach. In-

structors' physical movement in-
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      Children who grow up in low socioeconomic conditions typically 

have a smaller vocabulary than middle-class children do, hearing, on 

average, 13 million words by age 4. In middle-class families, children 

hear about 26 million words during that same time period. In upper-

income families, they hear a staggering 46 million words by age 4—

three times as many as their lower-income counterparts (Hart & 

Risley, 1995). In fact, toddlers from middle- and upper-income fami-

lies actually used more words in talking to their parents than low-SES 

mothers used in talking to their own children (Bracey, 2006). This 

language difference is not subtle; it is mind-boggling. 

     What can we do? Vocabulary building must form a key part of 

enrichment experiences for students, and teachers must be relent-

less about introducing and using new words. Zoom in on the picture 

for Marzano’s Six Step Process for Vocabulary Development.  

http://www.nea.org/home/44609.htm
http://www.nea.org/home/44609.htm
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/6-strategies-engaging-boys-classroom/
http://www.teachthought.com/teaching/6-strategies-engaging-boys-classroom/
http://ideas.time.com/2013/10/28/what-schools-can-do-to-help-boys-succeed/
http://ideas.time.com/2013/10/28/what-schools-can-do-to-help-boys-succeed/
http://ideas.time.com/2013/10/28/what-schools-can-do-to-help-boys-succeed/
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-ccss-critical-vocabulary-marilee-sprenger
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-ccss-critical-vocabulary-marilee-sprenger
http://www.edutopia.org/blog/teaching-ccss-critical-vocabulary-marilee-sprenger
http://www.k12reader.com/effective-strategies-for-teaching-vocabulary/
http://www.k12reader.com/effective-strategies-for-teaching-vocabulary/
http://www.k12reader.com/effective-strategies-for-teaching-vocabulary/

